TRoan

Magazine.

No. 45, DECEMBER, 1926.



No. 45]

" DECEMBER, 1926.

CALENDAR.

Avristotelian Society Social Evening, -Friday, December 10th.
Annual Prize-Giving, Tuesday, December 14th, at 7 p.m.

Old Roan Annual Dinner, Saturday, December 18th, at
6.30 for 7 p.m. : :

Scouts’ Braithwaite Camp begins Tuesday, December 28th.

Scouts” Braithwaite Camp ends Wednesday, January 5th,
1927.

School Re-opens Thursday, J'anua.rfr 6th, 1927, at 9 a.m.

Entrance Examination, Thursday, January éth, 1927, at
92.15 a.m.

OCCASIONAL NOTES.

OOD progress is being made with the building opera-
G tions for the new School. The site has been prepared,

the foundations have been laid, and a landmark in the
history of the School will be reached on Saturday, December
4th, at 2.30 p.m., when the official ceremony of laying the
Foundation Stone will be performed by Sir George Hume,
M.P., in the presence, we trust, of a representative gathering
of our friends.

We hope, very soon, to see building operations begun on
the School Field, as the costings for the Pavilion have been
prepared, and tenders have been invited and submitted for the
work.
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Our Armistice Service, with its Two Minutes’ Silence,
was, if possible, more solemn and impressive than last year,
and the flowers at the base of the War Memorial Tablet were
really beautiful.

Congratulations to Mr. G. I. Sinclair, M.Sc., upon his

election to the post of Headmaster of Fakenham Grammar

School, Norfolk. Mr. Sinclair, who had been with us five
vears, had, by his tact, geniality, sterling character, success as
a teacher, and high scholarship, become a general favourite.
The parting gifts which he received from the Staff, the Science
Sixth Form and the Boys of the School, would, he said, always
remind him of the happiest school in which he had cver
worked. We shall find it very hard to replace him, but must
console ourselves with the fact that our loss is Norfolk’s gain.
We feel sure that the Governors of Fakenham Grammar School
have made a wise choice, for Mr. Sinclair certainly has all
those qualities which are to be found in the successful Head-
master. ;
—ae—

Past and present boys will be glad to know that Mr.
Ducker is steadily improving in health, and we now look
forward to a complete recovery. In his last letter, which tells
us there is two feet of snow on the ground, he seems very
cheerful, and sends Christmas Greetings and Best Wishes for
the New Year to everyone of his friends.

—ERe R —

Rughy Football has been played by the School this term,
but unfortunately the weather has been so wet that play has
often been impossible, owing to the state of the ground, and

we have been unable to get the practice which we had anti-
cipated, and which is so necessary to ensure success.
— i —

It was a pleasant surprise to receive a visit from Mr,
Barber, who, some years ago, retired from the Headmaster-
ship of Leeds Modern School. Mr. Barber, before his pro-
motion to Leeds, was an Assistant Master in the School, under
Mr. Ridger. He was very interested in visiting the scene
of his past labours, and from his accounts of the School at that
time, it is abundantly evident we have made real progress in
every direction. During his visit two members of our Stafl
who served under him at Leeds, were delighted to renew his
acquaintanceship.

ROAN MAGAZINE. 925

We are pleased to record the visit, early in the term, of
Mr. A. J. Stuart (O.R., 1886—1889) who has had a varied
career, and travelled extensively, and who promised to send
us some account of his experiences for insertion in the School
Magazine. Afterwards, in a letter to Mr. Potter, he thanked
Mr. Hope and the Staff for the very kind reception accorded
him, after so many long years’ absence, and enclosed the iirst
instalment, which is printed in this issue. Mr. Stuart is leav-
ing for Canada and the United States, on business, towards
the end of the year, but, before doing so, he has promised
to let us have the rest of the series which will follow in the
succeeding numbers of the School Magazine.

—e—

We welcome with pleasure, Mr. S. R. Mills, B.A., as a
member of the Stafl. Mr. Mills, who is an Old Roan, had
a splendid record for work in the School, and followed this
up by taking a 1st Class Degree at the University of London.
He was also a member of the School Scout Troop, and has
now returned to help it, and we trust he will be as successful
in the School in the future, as he has been in the past.

—R—

We are all glad to welcome Monsieur J. . Barret, Lic.
¢s Lett., as a French Assistant, this term.  He has already
gained universal good will, and the whole School wishes to
assure him of its sympathy in his recent bereavement.

WAR MEMORIAL (PAVILION) FUND

s 5l £ sd
Previously Acknow-
ledged e 1,482 11 8 Fourth A. 18,1
Major A. Cox [ ke ] Fourth B. 14 2
I'orm Subscriptions, Fourth C. 8 8
Autumn Term, 1926— Fourth D. 10 4
Modern VI. ... 14 3 Fourth E. 1 057
Science VI. ... 9 6 Shell ... 8 8
Modern V. 16 10 1 9 6
Science V. 16 4 Second i AR
Transitus b 8 TATSER. o 18 8
Remove A. 15 9
Remove B. LTS a0 — i
Remove C. 18 10 ToTAL 21,5606 3 1
Remove D. 138 10 —_——

A H.HOPE, . )

( Hon. T ers.
W. J. POTTER, | Treasurers
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THE ARISTOTELIAN SOCIETY.

We are often surprised by our scanty knowledge of very
familiar things, and several members of the Aristotelian
Society were made to feel that they knew very little of what
has been called the * playground™ of the *“alumni Roani,’
when, on September 26th, Mr. Loveman read his paper on
“Greenwich Park.” For three-quarters of an hour he delighted
a large audience with his account of the Park, and his lively
descriptions of Greenwich Fair, with its menageries, prize-
fighting, and theatrical performances. One of the most
important results of his extensive investigations into the his-
tory of the Park, was his discovery, in certain ancient manu-
scripts, of poetry dealing with the Park. This Society was the
first learned assembly to hear these newly-discovered lines. Mr,
Loveman is to be congratulated on his ever-easy humour and
his excellent attempt to outdo Thomas Chatterton !

On October 12th, Mr. C. Ducker proposed: * That the
influence of America on, European culture is pernicious.” In
an able speech, which maintained the best debating traditions
of the Society, Mr. Ducker considered his subject from the
standpoints of art, religion, and *“a combination of work and
leisure,” and succeeded in giving an excellent sketch of
American methods, American life, and American ideals. He
was well supported by another new member, Mr. Macdonald,
who, in seconding the motion, dwelt on American disregard
for art and preoccupation with materialism. Mr. Bines, oppos-
ing the motion, drew the attention of the Society to the
youth of the country, and pointed out that a lack of great
artists did not necessarily imply a pernicious influence on
Furopean culture. Mr. Block, seconding the opposition, men-
tioned several Americal «discoverers, painters, musicians,
writers, commented on the lack of artistic tradition, and its
gracdual, but sure, development.

When the President threw open the debate for discussion,
Mr. Hope, who had the advantage of a recent visit to America,
made a valuable contribution to the speeches for the motion,
and was followed by Messrs. Guyatt and J. Bishop; Messrs.
Sinclair, Pearce, R. Ducker, spoke for the opposition. Voting:
Ayes, 11; Nos, 18.

At the request of several members, on October 26th,
Mr. W. J. Potter repeated his Lantern Lecture on * Star
Groups.” (This. paper was the first given after the formation
of the Society, in October, 1923.) The members learnt to
find their way among all the curious things—Goats, Dragons,
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Scales, and so forth—with which the sky is littered. The
interest awakened by the paper may be estimated from the
fact that several of our number complained of stiff necks or
reported damages resulting from collisions with lamp-posts
on starry nights.

On November 10th, the Aristotelian Society met to hear
another paper—this time, Mr. Pearce read his account of
“ Monasticism.” Though the somewhat forbidding title may
have accounted for the absence of a number of the more
scientifically minded, the hardy spirits that were present were
well repaid—it seemed generally agreed—for their boldness.
Mr. Pearce had discovered, from various sources, certain close
connections between the preparation of bean soup and the
chanting of vespers, between the contents of the wine vaults
and the daily routine of the monks.

It had been arranged to hold our next meeting in conjunc-
tion with the Old Roan Association, and for this reason the
the debate was postponed until later in the evening. Con-
sequently, at 8.15 p.m., on November 23rd, Mr. N. S. Bishop
rose to propose: “That beauty is incompatible with indus-
trialism.”  With that casy eloquence which always character-
ises his speeches, Mr. Bishop briefly outlined the metaphysical
concepts of beauty, and developed his arguments with a
thoroughness which was the obvious result of much study of
the question. Mr. Savage, in opening the opposition for the
Old Roans, gave us a very dashing, convincing, survey of the
problem, with an authority which certainly sprang from know-
ledge, and the strong case for the opposition called for all the
effort Mr. Padfield could exert to break it down. Mr. Binnie
replied for the opposition, with his usual impurturable calm,
and then the debate was thrown open for general discussion.
Everyone was put in a good humour by Mr. Boles' witty and
caustic remarks. Mr. Farrel then gave the Society the benefit
of his varied experience of England’s industrial areas, in a
speech enthusiastically supporting the motion. Mr. Pearce
followed for the * Ayes,” while Messrs. Ducker, Guyatt, Love-
man, Keeble, Laidlaw, Anderson, Marsh, Potter, spoke for
the **Nos.”  Fifteen members spoke altogether, and the
motion was ultimately defeated by 22 votes to 4. It was
afterwards remarked by the President and others that this was
one of the most successful debates ever held under the auspices
of the Aristotelian Society.

On December 7th, the Society met to hear Mr. B. Lee’s
paper on * Submarine Engineering.” Mr. Lee entertained the
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Society for forty minutes with his detailed account of opera-
tions beneath the sea, and commanded the attention of all

present with his interesting description and explanations of-

diving dresses, salvage operations, dock building, submarines
and torpedoes. Mr. Lee is to be congratulated on his thorough
knowledge of his subject, and his attractive presentation of his
facts.

The Social Evening, on December 10th, came as a climax
" to a very successful term. The Committee provided in abun-
dance all those delicacies which have ever been dear to Aristo-
telians, and the ‘“ banquet ™ was a great success.

ROAN SCHOOL BOY SCOUTS.

MIDSUMMER BRAITHWAITE CAMP.

The chronicler of Braithwaite Camp must never allow such
clichés as “left Euston,” “quiet Braithwaite,” “raining heavily,”
to slip from his pen again, since they are only expressions of
the inevitable; and, after all, is it not truer for him to say :
“The camp’s the thing ?”

The Antient, ever-thoughtful, and ever-kind, gave non-
scouts the opportunity of joining his troop for seven weeks’
camping at the Howe, which (so rumour whispered) is now be-
coming rapidly, and rightly known as * Hope's Howe.” Al
‘opes as ‘ow it will,” said one facetious senior.

This Camp owed its great success primarily to the Antient,
and to his car; next, in the first three weeks, to Capt. Harris
—his amazing energy. and cheerfulness; while important fac-
tors throughout were the remarkable weather (only for one
week was it at all rainy), and the pervading, irrepressible spirit
of happiness. Mr. Binnie spent a very useful, and we hope,
an enjoyable fortnight with us; and Forgan, Opper and Field
gave of their best in getting the Camp going, and its founda-
tions firmly laid. Scouts and non-scouts always combined well,
the former teaching the latter many tricks of the trade.

As usual, many weird diseases broke out, following the
announcement of the first climb; but the S.M. effected some
wonderfully rapid cures.

Three weeks flowed serenely by. What energy was made
manifest during those delightful, sunny days ! How willingly,
and surely did Major Go-Lightly (and he made you go

Tl
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lightly), lead us to the supreme and windy heights of Skiddaw,
Grassmoor, Grisedale and Causey, while down below in the
valleys, the Antient sped to and fro between the market towns
in his swift, but silent chariot, intent upon food supplies—a
victual business, Almost all of these climbs were attempted
by everyone, though the very young ones needed occasional
urging (here, doubtless, the names of Marsh and Cyril Ducker
summon up memories undeservedly vivid), but the standard of
moral and physical endurance reached, and maintained, a high
level. Well done, youngsters !

A party of seven intrepid seniors, led by the indomitable
Major, achieved, with the S.M.’s aid, and in spite of Seath-
waite, the ascent of Scafell Pike, England’s highest moun-
tain. When Capt. Harris left us, after extending his stay to
the last possible moment, we felt we were losing an old friend
—a camper in the highest sense of the word. Likewise, did
we fee! about Charles Forgan,

The Antient saved our feet many weary miles: many
times did he bring us luxuries from afar—chickens and
rabbits, and all manner of fruits; many songs did he sing for
our delight; and, altogether, was he not the ideal father of
his children ?

The responsible Officers for the latter part of the Camp
were the Savage brothers, Porter and Crane. If less climbing
and strenuous walking were done during this period, there
was an undoubted improvement in indoor life, and general
sporting activities. Golf (with walking-sticks and tennis balls)
was immensely popular. Porter and Crane, bringing with them
from Bristol, Sea-Shanties and old War Songs, infused new
life into the sing-songs (you should hear Crane’s bass voice !),
and village scandal provided themes for many splendidly-con-
ceived and farcical charades. Two fine sing-songs were
arranged with a party of Scouts from Cleator Moor (near
Whitehaven) who came to Camp on the Howe for a week.

On one particularly glorious night the Antient led us to
the top of his Howe, where we stood silent, and entranced at
the infinite beauty of the moonlit lakes and hills. Wonderful
memory ! In many of our wanderings some of us encounterer
familiar scenes, but the S.M., being able, was generous enough
to open our eyes to new wonders, lying beyond the range of
our walks But in looking on favourite lakes, or hills, or
valleys, more than ever are we able to realise the profound
truth of Keats’ statement :

“ A thing of beauty is a joy for ever.”
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Over 80 boys camped in all, and nezarly all for the full
time. C.AS.DI

MID-TERM CAMP.

Owing to the menace of bad weather, it was on Saturday,
6th, instead of Friday, 5th of November, that our Scoutmaster
and fifty-seven Scouts gathered at the Clubroom to spend a jolly
Mid-term. A cheerful fire soon livened our spirits, and after
arrasgements haa been made for provisions, the unemployed
campers played football to freshen their appetites for tea.

In the evening we decided to ignore the rain and light
our Guy Fawkes’ bonfire. After donning overcoats, we sal-
lied forth with armfuls of paper and an abundance of wood
chips. Flames were soon leaping gaily up the drying logs and
licking the topmost branches. With the fire well alight a
couple of large rockets announced the beginning of the fire-
work display. Then followed a succession of loud bangs,
bright starred Roman candles, and golden rain, with a few
jumping crackers to keep the spectators warm. As is usual
on such occasions, the S.M. and A.S.M.’s were continually
being surprised from the rear, but they bore their lot with
great fortitude. Hot cocoa and biscuits ended a pleasant day
and prevented the possibilities of a chill.

On Sunday afternoon the Antient led a walk to Prince
John's Palace, where we fed the fish and admired the ducks.
In the evening, after an early tea, we went to St. Peter’s
Church.

Monday saw us preparing for a bus trip to Old Bexley.
Upon our arrival there, we proceeded to Bridgen, where, as a
result of the heroic efforts of the A.S.M.’s, we were enabled to
enjov some hot coffee, sandwiches and cakes.

For our accommodation at Bridgen we were indebted to
Mr. and Mrs, Watkins, old friends of the troop. Recently
they celebrated their diamond wedding, and had their photos
in the newspapers—Darby and Joan. Mr. Watkins is 87 years
old, and he and his wife live on the farm which has been in
the family two hundred years.

After a good solid dinner, in the evening we had a
charade, in which the groundsman, Mr. Oshorne, and his horse,
Mzria, played a prominent part. Some of the old French
campers entertained us further with a “ Chez Charlie” and a
damp but merry day closed with a few rousing songs.
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Tuesday morning we arose fresh, as usual, and got on
with preparation for breaking camp. The afternoon was em-
ploved in packing kit, and at six o'clock. after a brief, buf
hearty sing-song, we bade the camp good-bye.

We were glad to welcome amongst us Mr. S. R. Mills—
who joined the troop ten years ago—and Jackie Mills and Fred
Marsh, late members of the School. Every camper realised
the kindness of the Antient in allowing us to use his house
stove for cooking. Owing to the shortness of the camp we
played up even more to the inner man, and were surprised
to find that the total cost was only 4s, 4d. each.

CHE.L.
W.N.C.
RUGBY FOOTBALL.
IsT XY
Erith County () ... Won, 69— 0
Brockley 2nd (A) ... Won, 38— 6
Colfe’s (A) ... Lost, 10—47
Aske’s (A) ... Lost, 0—12
Goldsmiths™ “A” (H) ... ... Won, 20— 8
St. Dunstan’s 2nd (A)... ... Lost, 38— 9
St. Olave’s (H) ... Won, 45— 0
Tiffins () ... Lost, §—29
St. Dunstan’s 2nd (H) .. Drew, 5— &
Old Roan (H) ... .«.. Lost, 8—11

Played,. 10; Won, 4; Lost, 5; Drawn, 1; Points For, 203;
Points Against, 127.

Towards the end of the last Football Season it was decided
that the coming Christmas Term should be devoted entirely to
Rugby Football, and a considerable measure of success has
attended this enterprise. IHouse practice games were organised,
and some promising talent has been displayed.

The first two matches seemed to augur well for the re-
mainder of the season, but we received a serious set-back at
the hands of Colfe’s, followed by another defeat, although less
serious, by Aske’s. Varied success has attended our later
efforts, those matches against Goldsmiths’, Tiffins and St.
Dunstan’s being the most noteworthy.
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The team, though somewhat ragged to start with, has shown
a steady improvement; tackling, touch-kicking, and foot-work
being from the first outstanding merits, while good handling
has been shown lately by the * threes.” The pack has under-
gone several changes, which have culminated advantageously
in the present method of the * three-four ™ scrum formation.
Loveman and Ducker have been the leading lights in loose for-
ward play, while Lloyd has again acted efliciently in the
capacity of hooker. The other forwards, Marsh, Pomeroy,
Bines and Kinsella, have pushed hard, and followed up well.

Purbridge and Keeble have again combined well fogether,
and, when necessary, have adopted good defensive tactics. The
three-quarter line has shown at least as much ability as in pre-
vious years, and has handled better. Hunn has created a
scoring record by a well-timed use of speed, and has made full
use of the many good openings made for him by Macdonald.
Ratclifie, our speediest three, was developing well, but was
unfortunately injured in the St. Dunstan’s match, and Wallace
has deputised well.  Mann has much improved on last vear’s
form, and is now an indispensable unit of the three-quarter
line.  Guyatt’s latent qualities as a full-back were <emon-
strated in the Aske’s match, when he fully merited his trans-
ference Irom forward, by good handling, and accurate kicking.

2xp XV.
Played, 5; Won, 4; Drawn, 0; Lost, 1; Points: For, 68;
Against, 31.
Detailed Results :—

Brockley 3rd 11—10 Home

. oue e

o, Colfe’s 2nd e 66— 3
o, Aske’s, Hatcham 2nd g =0
@, St. Dunstan’s 3rd e 818l
. Tiffins 3rd e 86— 0

The popularity of Rugby as a school game is well illus-
trated by the keenness and success of the 2nd XV. This success
is more striking in view of the fact that the team consists
almost entirely of new recruits to the ranks of Rugby.

Perry, as full-back, has used his weight to the best advan-
tage and has proved a great asset to the XV. The three-
quarters have shown better combination than formerly. Gibbs
and Wallace, who has since gained a well-earned promotion
into the 1st XV., have made some notable individual runs,
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which gained much valuable ground. Dart’s tackling has been
excellent, The forwards have been hard-working and enthu-
siastic, and very good in the tight, but have shown some weak-
ness in the loose. Much good hooking and heeling has been
performed by the front row, Lusby, Simons and Stitson, whilst
Waring and Ware have excelled themselves in individual for-
ward roshes. Lusby’s kicking has often got the team out of a
tight corner.

THE OBSERVATORY.

There, when day’s tumult and her light are fled,
Leaving a shining silence in the night,

The trackless spaces of the infinite

Are searched by wondering eyes, till dawn has led
The patient stars away. Far overhead

Men sec the ageless constellations gleam,

And gaze the hours away as in a dream.

Oft in the night their souls arise, and tread

Up in the pathless heavens with all the stars,
Standing one breathless moment on the shores
Of other worlds, that lie beyond their eves.

Till dawn Earth loses them: like gods they pass
To liberty untouched of human laws,

And leap from star to star amid the skies.

CAS1).

THE CANTOUR.

The following fragment, hitherto unknown, of Chaucer’s

“ Capterbury Tales,” was but lately discovered, and now makes
its first appearance in print. It describes the Monk’s Com-
panion; it sheds new light both on his arduous duties, and also
on his importance in Monastic Life.

A Cantour was there with us at that tvme,

Whoe of his age was in his verie pryme.

Full well he taught his littel boyes to singe

The hymn he chose, whan matins bell did ringe.

Ne mastere, but that keeper of the cell

That did bisyde a meede and streamlet dwell,

F’er owned he; but that same he aye obeyed

With revraunce meet. He oft the parchments layed

T ordre faire, whan novices wolde enter
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The Hall wherat this worthie man was Cantour;

And whan that Abbot wolde his boyes rewarde,

This Cantour praised the worthyest to his lorde,

And writ their names within a littel booké

That all mighte rede whan the rewardes were tooké.

And soe, tho Musicke was his sphere indeed

In manie works he earned his draughte of meade,

Straunge was he: oft with singing he grewe hoarse:

‘When, as I telle, he writ, he was of course

A Booke—maykere alsoe. He was, meseemed,

A kyde man, and a gode; and hem I deemed

A mightie pillere to that antient Hall,

Where he the tendre youthes reuled, each and all.
G.R.G.

TO THE DAHLIAS IN GREENWICH PARK.

LateLy Kmrep By THE Frost.

All through the summer vou were dear to me,

O flowers; splendid, bright as flames vou stood

While bees droned by, weighed down with honev-food;

When vellowing leaves clung desperate to their tree,

And Autumn’s mists like some mysterious sea

Lay on the fields, and in the gloomy wood,

You still were here; it seemed your colours would

Outstay the Summer, spite of God’s decree,

And then old Winter came: with eager hand

He stooped and roughly plucked my flow’rs—and now

He binds them to his crown, an icy band,

And sets them, Summer’s children, on his brow.

At his harsh touch, their colours flee away;

And Winter stands encrowned with black decay.
G.J.M.P.

AN OLD ROAN IN NEW ZEALAND.

The following letter has been received from Bob Murrell
(1919-24), who went out about a year ago to New Zealand to
take up farming. His address is: Riverlea, John's Road,
Tariki, Taranaki, N.Z.

e
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“In this letter I will deal with my adventures from when I
sailed from Southampton by the * Ruahine,” on December 18th,
1925, until the present time.

“ There were eleven other chaps, who came from various
parts of England, and we were bunked in three cabins, and had
our meals together. The food on board was good, plentiful and
varied. I would advise anyone interested in conjuring to watch
a steward carrying eleven soup plates on a rough day.

“ Our first stop was the isle of Curacoa for oil. Although
it was nearly midnight we went ashore, but found everything
closed. By daylight Curacoa looks like a water colour, especi-
ally the little white houses with their red roofs. The soil seemed
to be stony, but was covered with small bushes.

“ On January 8th we reached Colon, the Atlantic entrance
to the Panama Canal, and passed through it to Balboa. This
took about eight hours. The canal is a masterpiece of engin-
eering, with motors for hauling the ships along. Balboa is a
modern American township, while Panama is the home of
Spaniards, Negroes and the natives. The main streets are
broad, and trams, buses and taxis run along, but the side streets
are narrow, twisted, dark, evil-smelling and unforbidding in
appearance. Our next stop was Pitcairn Island—a ten days’
run, during which we saw porpoises and flying fish, and amused
ourselves in the evening with dances, concerts and whist drives,

** At Pitcairn Island some of the inhabitants, the descend-
ants of the mutineers of the * Bounty,” came off to sell us fruits,
beads, walking sticks and other novelties. From here we ran
on to Wellington, our destination, which we reached on Monday,
January 19th, after several days in the tail end of a typhoon.

“ We were met by H. D. Thomson, Esq., Under-Secretary
for Immigration, who told us our destinations, after which,
until Tuesday, we were free to view the sights. I am on a dairy
farm with C. D. Lowden, Esq., and a better boss you could not
wish for.

* Tariki is at the foot of Mt. Egmont, and we see some fine
sunrises and sunsets. On a clear day we can see Tongariro, with
its geyser, which shoots up to a height of 2,000 feet, and also the
Ruapahu mountains, a hundred miles away. This is the chief
dairy farming province, and exports more dairy produce than
all the rest of N.Z. August and September are our wet months.

“ Next month I am sending my 30s. to the O.R.A.”
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WITH GENERAL TOWNSHEND IN
MESOPOTAMIA.

An interesting lecture was given by Mr. K. Liston Hudson,
late of the Australian Flying Corps, on September 27th, in the
School Hall, on his experiences with General Townshend in
Mesopotamia, and as a prisoner of war in Turkey for three years.

The story was not an account of a lot of gruesome details
of the Great War, but was the plain unvarnished tale of one
Australian soldier's adventures. This theatre of the war,
Mesopotamia, in itself is attractive to the average person, on
account of its great historical past.

From the beginning to the end the story never lagged, and
the boys were most attentive throughout. It began with the
landing in 1914 at Fao, at the head of the Persian Gulf, and the
journey up the river to Basra was next narrated. Intermingled
with the story was a description of the people and the country,
which was very instructive from a geographical point of view.
Excursions were made up the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers, and
the fighting en route to Baghdad were described with the cir-
cumstances and reasons leading to the famous retreat of General
Townshend to Kut-el-Amarah, in November, 1915. The
account of the five months’ siege of Kut, of how the beleaguered
force lived during this time, and of the gallant attempts to raise
the siege, was very thrilling. General Townshend throughout
the campaign, according to the lecturer, showed great skill as
a soldier against overwhelming odds, and ability as a negotiator,
but ultimately, in order to save his remaining men from death
by starvation, was forced to surrender with 12,000 men of the
British Force.

One effect of this surrender was a loss of prestige to Britain
in the East, and another was that all these 12,000 men became
prisoners of war. They were ordered to march across the
desert from Kut to Constantinople, a distance of 1,100 miles,
which took five months to accomplish. This march proved one
of extermination, for Mr. Hudson, with one other now perman-
ently incapacitated, were the only survivors of the Australian
contingent of 250 men. The others perished of disease, of
exhaustion, but mostly of thirst. He attributed his survival
chiefly to the fact that he put his ration of quinine (given to
prevent malaria) into his water-bottle, and this made it so
bitter that he could only take a few sips at a time, while the
others drank all their water at once, owing to the heat and their
raging thirst, with the inevitable consequence.
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Constantinople was reached in September, 1916, and a
description was given of the life there, and the work they were
set to do. Afterwards they were transferred to Afion-Kare-
Hissar, and later made a trip back to Ras-el-Aine via Aleppo,
where they met with Germans constructing the railway through
Asia Minor towards the Persian Gulf. Here they had to drive
motor tanks carrying petrol for the use of German motor-cars.
This petrol enabled them' to procure many things from the
Turks, who had acquired a taste for drinking it, and they sold
it to them for money, but generally took the precaution of
adding water to it, so that the percentage of spirit the petrol-
drinking Turk got was very small.

After staying here for thirteen months Mr. Hudson and
three friends escaped to Adana on the coast, and got possession
of a motor-boat. Just as freedom seemed to be within their
grasp they were recaptured, and afterwards confined in prison.
Later they were sent back to the Germans, and spent some time
at Bel-ed-mick in the Taurus mountains. When the Armistice
occurred they did not get their freedom immediately, but later
made an effort to get to the coast, and finally reached Smyrna.
From here they made a trip to Port Said in Egypt, and returned
to England via Italy and France in 1919.

Mr. Amesbury, in thanking the lecturer for his unique lec-
ture, urged the boys to do all in their power to try and hasten
on the great brotherhood of men, when wars shall be no more.

REMINISCENCES OF AN OLD BOY.

As I walked through Greenwich Park towards my old
School last September, after an absence of over thirty-seven
years, and heard the tinkling of the same old bell, a flood of past
memories surged through my mind, carrying me back to my
boyhood days.

Presently I stepped inside the School playground, and gazed
round upon the old familiar spots where I used to play, and on
seeing one of the older boys passing into the School, I enquired
if Mr. Ridger was there, without thinking of the many years
that had passed since last I viewed this scene. When I told
him I was an old boy, he at once kindly offered to take me up
to the present Head Master. To my pleasant surprise 1 was at
once invited into what I used to consider the *“ Holy of Holies ™
—the Head Master’s room, where I received a warm welcome
from Mr. Hope, who afterwards asked me to accompany him
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into the Hall. How my memory went back to the Singing
(Class where we used to roar out *“ Cheer Boys Cheer,”” and to the
days when we had to sit there for our examinations. Mr.
Hope then requested me to say a few words to the School
Scouts, who were assembled there, an opportunity of which I
gladly availed myself,

It was intensely interesting to me, when I was taken round
the old classrooms by Mr. Amesbury. The only change I
noticed besides the changed faces, was the substitution of single
desks for the long benches. But I must leave these impressions
and pass on to my experiences after leaving the School as a
youth, to go out into the world.

I started work as a junior clerk in the service of the Imperial
British East Africa Company at a salary of 8s. per week. This
may sound a mere pittance to-day, but the position was an
important one, as there was plenty of opportunity for promo-
tion, if ability was shown.

During my service with this Company I came in contact
with Sir Henry M. Stanley, the famous African explorer, and
had to assist in arranging the lectures ** On Darkest Africa ™
that he gave throughout Britain on his return from his last
expedition, undertaken to find Emin Pasha in the Soudan.
Although my connection with Stanley came after the death of
Dr. Livingstone, I became acquainted with Miss Livingstone,
as well as with Dr. Moffatt, the famous missionary, who was
Livingstone’s brother-in-law. Later when the Imperial British
East Africa Company was taken over by the British Govern-
ment, I was given the option of continuing my services with the
Government, but being offered an appointment in the service
of the Maharajah of Johore, at Johore Barhu, I decided to go
out to the Far East.

This was in the spring of 1893, and I had a most delightful
voyage. We called at Gibraltar for twelve hours, which just gave
us sufficient time to look round the wonderful rock. Our next
port-of-call was Malta, where a tragic incident occurred. I had
been to see an old friend, Lieut. Seaton—an officer on H.M.S.
* Victoria,”—and a brother of my old school chum. At the
officers’ mess I had the pleasure of meeting Captain Jellicoe—
now Admiral Jellicoe—of Jutland fame. I was invited to go
over the battleship, which at that time was one of the largest
of its kind. After coming from the depths of this mighty mass
of floating steel, 1 turned to my officer friend and said, 1
should not like to be in her if she went down, as it would be
impossible to get up in time from such a depth.” My friend
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smilingly replied, * There is no likelihood of such a thing hap-
pening.” A few days later this vessel was rammed by H.M.S.
“ Camperdown " off the coast of North Africa, and a terrible
loss of life occurred. My friend also was drowned, and naturally
this catastrophe came as a great shock to me.

From Malta we sailed to Brindisi where we took on board
the English mails and a few passengers. Here we went ashore
for a few hours, and a friend and T had an adventure, for we
bought some oranges at an old woman's stall. We could not
make her understand, and we gave her an English shilling.
Immediately she commenced shouting and waving her arms,
and a not very friendly crowd collected. It took one of Cook's
interpreters and two policemen to rescue us from our unpleasant
situation. The old woman thought we had given her a useless
coin, although she afterwards found that the shilling was worth
more than if we had paid in Italian money.

Our ship then set sail for Port Said, the great shipping
centre and coaling station at the north end of the Suez Canal.
‘While the vessel was being coaled we were very glad to go ashore
and visit the bazaars. As we were wandering outside the town,
we came across an Arab school, and on looking through the
door we saw about fifty Arab boys, sitting on the earthen floor
with their knees crossed and arms folded. Not a sound could
be heard, which is a most unusual thing in any school, and
seeing no teacher about, we began looking round. Suddenly
we discovered in a recess a huge Arab, sleeping quietly against
the wall, with an enormous cane under his arm. We took good
care not to disturb the gentleman, on such a hot afternoon, not
knowing what might be in store for us, and hastily took our
departure, much to the amusement of the boys.

During our passage that night, through the canal, the ship
carried a huge electric light in the bow to facilitate navigation.
The next day found us in the Red Sea, which is so called on
account of the red sandy rocks along the coast, and in the
distance we saw Mount Sinai. When we neared Aden we met
shoals of whales sporting themselves in the sea, and on coming
to Aden, where no tree has been known to grow, we disembarked
those of our passengers who were bound for Bombay.

Our journey across the Indian Ocean to Ceylon was all that
could be desired. We had a perfectly calm sea all the way,
glorious sunshine, games of various kinds on deck, amateur
theatricals, and plenty of time for quiet reading. The time
passed very quickly, and much interest was caused at night
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when lights were placed on parts of the upper deck, in order to
attract the flying fish that could often be seen crossing the
ocean in shoals.

I shall never forget my first view of Colombo harbour and
the beautiful country surrounding it, which might well be termed
the Garden of Eden. Here we had to change ship, and wait two
days for a Chinese mail boat. During this time we went to
Kandy, and admired its temples with their beautiful carvings.
We also took a trip to Arthur’s Seat. The catamarangs (native
boats), supposed to be unsinkable, greatly amused me, although
I cannot say they are pleasant to sit in, owing to their narrow-
ness, but the native boatman is certainly an expert in sailing
them through calm or rough water. Many natives came on
board to sell curios, parrots and cockatoos at prohibitive prices,
until just before the time for the steamer to start, when they
would accept any offer for them.

Our last port of call before reaching Singapore was Penang,
a lovely spot on the Malacca coast. We spent only a few hours
here, but managed to see some of the scenery, which was really
beautiful, although the intense whiteness of the roads made it
somewhat trying to the eyes. Numbers of sampans (Chinese
boats) came alongside the steamer laden with all sorts of wonder-
ful fruits at ridiculously cheap prices.

The islands dotted along the Malacca coast all the way to
Singapore, add to the beauty of the scenery, which is unfor-
gettable. Fogs, however, are very frequent here, owing to the
intense heat and the heavy growth of vegetation.

At length after a voyage of over a month we arrived at
Singapore, which is on the Equator. This is one of our most
famous trading ports, and links up China and Japan with the
western world.

VALETE, 1926°.

M.VI. *¥*Ducker, R. S. M.V. BarrowMAN, R. G.
*LarpLaw, H. J. BUckINGHAM, ].
*OpPPER; C. J. *CLOWSER, L. R.
*RoOBERTS, H. V. CoLLINS, 5. R.

Sc.VI. DooLrey, C. H. *CoLLINS, W. G. E.
*Forcan, C. B. *HickMaAN, F.

HoLDER, S. F. Jacksox, ]J.
* Jounson, W. Nicuorvrs, L. D.
*StiTtsoN, G. H. P. *PERRY, ].
*WALLER, R. C. WesT, H. F.

*Have joined O.R.A,
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Sc.V. *COLLIER, J. R. PotTER, F. L.
*DAVIES, S. G. SwmitH, F. E.
*HuttoNn, H. E. Warraceg, H. G.
*Jacoss, L. V. Re. *EMLER, D. ]J.

*[ avTON, S. V. WHITE, C.

*New, E. C. R StAFFORD, F. C. W,
*Nott, H. G. Rp. BARRY, J. S.
*Q'NEIL, J. F. Lewis, A. R.
*RANDELL, E. G. MILLER, B. A.
*Rorpu, W, *ParcHiNG, H. F.
*ToMmLIN, E. W. IVB. BREBNER, G. B.
*WEBE, P. W. FEEHALLY, W. J.

Trs. *ARUNDELL, S. E. Hancox, G. W.

*BrowN, R. G. Reap, J. N.
Danier, H. L. IVec. McEwan, J. F.
EmEry, F. J. IVD. JaMmEs, R. A,
GREEN, R. J. S. Shell StrATH, F. H. D.

*HaMmMmonD, S. H. IL. NoOBLE, J.

*HENRY, G. E. {3 BREBNER, A.
Mason, L. J. ‘ Ligur, T. G.

*OsBORNE, A. D. G. Pinmay, L. W.

*Have ioined O.R.A.
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Saturday, December 18th, 1926—

ANNUAL DINNER at the Hotel Cecil, Strand, at 6.30
for 7 p.m. Morning dress. Tickets (including all gratui-
ties), 10s. 6d. each.

This is a Special Dinner to celebrate the laving of the Foun-
dation Stone of the new School.

Saturday, Januwary 8th, 1927—

FANCY-DRESS CARNIVAL DANCE at St. Peter’s Hall,
Brockley. Black Spot Orchestra. Tickets 3s. 6d. each.

Saturday, February 12th, 1927—

DANCE at the Blackheath Concert Hall. Black Spot Or-
chestra. Tickets 2s. 6d. each.

Saturdav, March 12th, 1927—

DANCE at the Blackheath Concert Hall. Black Spot Or-
chestra. Tickets 2s. 6d. each.

The Association continues to grow. Since the last Annual
Meeting 63 new or lapsed members have come in. We now
number 544. Our aim should be to reach the 600 mark by the
end of next April.

Can you, gentle reader, lay your hand upon your heart and
answer both the following questions in the affirmative—

1. Have you paid your subscription for the current year ?

2. Have you secured your recruit from among the Old Boys
vou meet whom you find on enquiry is not within the
fold ?  Multis manibus grave levatur onus.

The O.R.A. is your Association, and it is up to you to do
something for it, if only to help increase its numbers.

Out of 63 boys who left last term, 32 have already joined.
This is a record, and the most pleasing feature is that 20 of them
became members on the last day of term before actually ceasing
to be members of the School.

From the 32 and 24 boys that left on December 25th and
April 26th respectively, we have gained ten and five members.
Are the people that leave during these terms less patriotic than
those who bid us adieu in the summer ?

The Reunion on 13th November was attended by about
90 Old Bovs, who thoroughly enjoyed both the excellent hot
supper set before them by Mr. and Mrs. Setterfield, and the
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first-rate concert provided by Messrs. Hendley, Woollett, Meux,
Farrell and Parker. Mr. Llewellyn’s stories were as good as ever,
and gossip prolonged a jolly evening until a late hour.

—R—

OLD ROAN DANCES.

The first Old Roan Dance of this season was held at the
Greenwich Borough Hall on Saturday, November 6th, 1926, and,
although the number of dancers was a little below the usual aver-
age, the evening was most enjoyable and socially a great success.
The Entertainments Committee has already received a large
number of promises of attendance at the second dance, to be
held on January 8th, 1927, at St. Peter’s Hall, Wickham Road,
Brockley, S.E.4. This dance will be a fancy dress carnival, and
it is hoped all O.Rs. and friends will do their best to be present,
and so to assist the Committee in making this dance a great
success.

St. Peter’s Hall is opposite St. Peter’'s Church, Wickham
Road, Brockley, S.E.4. Nearest stations: St. John's (four
minutes), Brockley (five minutes) ; L.C.C. trams, 54, 46, 66 ;
buses, 20, 21, 36, 136a, all pass Wickham Road.

Future Dances will be held at the Blackheath Concert Hall
(small hall) on Saturdays, February 12th, 1927, and March
12th, 1927. G-H.L.

—meRe—

OLD ROAN FOOTBALL CLUB.

We have now commenced our seventh season since the
Club’s post-war revival, and our third at the Weigall Road
ground.

The First team now ranks as a Senior side in AF.A.
Football, and is competing in the Old Boys’ League (Senior Divi-
sion) as well as the Old Boys’ Cup. The Second XI., much more
powerful than before, has an interesting fixture list, and is
entered for the Old Boys' Junior Cup and Kent (A F.A)
Junior Cup. .

The membership now stands at 31, and we hope to run a
Third team next season if sufficient support is received.
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The results to date are :—
First TEAM,

Opponents. Ground. Result.  Score.
*Old Grocers .. .. Edmonton Drew 1—1]
Broomfield .. .. Palmers Green Lost 1—3
(A.F.A. Senior Cup)

U.S.A.C. e o 0 oHeme 45 Won 4—1
Maybrook 1 .. Home vy Won 7—3
Old Monovians .. Home % Won 6—0
*0ld Colfeians .. .. Horn Park, Lee Won 6—3
*0ld Tollingtonians .. Home Drew 2—2

* Old Boys' League (Senior Division).

SECOND TEAM.

0Old Monovians Res. .. Home M Drew 3—3
LG.C. (Staff) Res.. ..» Home W Won 10—2
Union Castle Res. .. Home L Won 4—2
Lloyd’s Bank III. .. Beckenham .. Drew 0—0
L.C.C. (Staff) Res. .. Shepherd’s Bush  Won 5—3
0Old Colfeians Res. .. Home o Lost 1—2
Ravensbourne Res. .. Lee Green x Won 7—4

(A.F.A. Kent Junior Cup)

On Boxing Day, at 11.30 a.m., we meet the Old Colfeians
at Horn Park, Lee. The tickets are 6d. each ; the proceeds will
be devoted to St. John's Hospital. The subscription resulting
from this match last year was £16 4s. 6d. We hope to do even
better this year.

All O.Rs. and friends are invited to visit our ground any
Saturday afternoon, and the Secretary will be pleased to hear
from anyone interested in our welfare.

W. W. LoryMaN, Hon. See. (pro tem.).

—R R —
OLD ROAN CRICKET CLUB.

The fifth season of the Club will go down as another success-
ful year in the annals of Old Roan sport. Owing to the general
strike and the very bad weather of the first weeks of the season,
a very late start was made, and only threc matches had been
played when the report for the last Magazine was due. Two
teams were put into the field every week and, had there been
a few more members, three teams could have been catered for
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every Saturday during the early part of the season. Next year,
however, it is hoped that, with an influx of members (particu-
larly members of last year's School XI.), this object will be
attained. [t is suggested that intending members should com-
municate at once with the Hon. Secretary, whose name and
address will be found elsewhere, in order that matches can be
arranged if necessary.

The First XI. had a very successful season, only one game
having been lost. This was due to the fact that our opponents
were regarded as easy victims, because earlier in the season
their score had been passed with only four wickets down. This
defeat taught the team a lesson, and the side continued its
winning way until the end of the programme. Among the sides
defeated were Barclays Bank, Woolwich Polytechnic, Addis-
combe, and Southern Railway. The match with Guildhall C.C.,
against whom George Thompson made the Club’s maiden cen-
tury (103 not out), was drawn, our reply to a score of 211 being
191 for five. This century was a well-earned one, as our
opponents turned out Nichols, the Essex fast bowler, who
bowled H. L. Collins, the Australian captain, first ball.

The Second XI., owing to the calls made upon its members
by the First XI., was not consistent, but the side acquitted
itself well, and against much stronger sides—opposition which
(two or three years ago) would probably have been too strong
for the senior XI.—put up a good fight every week ; but the
palm went more often to their opponents than to themselves.

J.B.

—ARRE—
OLD ROAN TENNIS CLUB.

A successful tournament was held on July 3rd, 1926, Old
Roan Tennis Club ». St. George’s Tennis Club, in which we
acquitted ourselves satisfactorily.

The results are as follows :—

Played 5 men's doubles, won 5
b 4 mixed . o 1L
14 2 ladies’ LG )

Play terminated on October 26th, after an extremely
bright and encouraging season. Membership was trebled in
comparison with the previous season, and there were many
visitors, especially ladies, some of whom have already promised
to join us next year. The number of men enrolled was remark-
ably high, and increased support is promised by the Old Roan
Girls’ Association.
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Our financial position is sound, therefore there is no reason
why we should not continue to flourish. IFacilities are provided
for six courts to be put at the disposal of members if their
number warrants this expansion.

The Hon. Secretary would be pleased to furnish further
particulars of our activities to those who are interested.

N.B.D.
—aAR R —

OLD ROAN NOTES.

D. C. DEFRATES is now a pupil on a farm in Worcestershire
(Gibb's Farm, Offenham), where he has just completed a course
in farming at Avoncroft, a residential college for land-workers.
He offers to give information to those interested, and sends the
college prospectus.

R. W. FARReLL is to be congratulated upon having
written a most interesting article upon Lewisham'’s past history
in the * Catholic Times."”

N. L. SMITH is now acting manager of the Gurum River
Tin Mines, at Jos, Bauchi Province, Northern Nigeria, where
he has served as an engineer in several associated mines. He
hopes to be in England on leave before Christmas, 1926.

H. Lrovp takes an opportunity to suggest that members
of the O.R.A. wear the coloured ties of the Association. In this
connection it is to be remembered that a neat badge for the
buttonhole in dark and light blue enamel, can be obtained from
the Secretary (price 1s.); it bears the School crest and the
letters “ O.R.A.”

Rev. PaiLie BRowNING and his wife are finding the passage
through the Red Sea a hot one. They are on their way to Singa-
pore to take up a new appointment.

M. A. PurLrLips has obtained the B.Sc. (Lond.) with honours
in chemistry.

BirTH.

To the wife of Rev. R. FERNorR RENDELL, on 17th April, 1926,
at Brightlingsea Vicarage—a son.
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MARRIAGES.

W. J. YEoMaNs.—At St. Alphege Church, Greenwich, on 6th
October, 1926, to Nora B. Callenne.

Capt. H. W. Danierr, m.c.—On 19th August, 1926, at St.
Michael's Church, Dublin, to Moira, daughter of Mrs. Trant
McCarthy.

DEATH.

GoucH-WiLson (1917-21).—Died on the 13th August, 1926, at
King George's Sanatorium for Sailors, Bramshott, Hants,
where he lingered for three months. He had been taken il
in Madras, and put into hospital at Calcutta. On the way
home he fell a vietim to tuberculosis. :
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