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MARCH, 1928.

CALENDAR.

School hConcert, Thursday and Friday, March 29th and
30th.

Expedition to Boat Race, Saturday, March 3lst.

Lent Term ends Tuesday, April 3rd.

Scouts’ Braithwaite Camp begins Wednesday, April 4th,
Scouts” Braithwaite Camp ends Thursday, April 19th.
School Re-opens Wednesday, April 25th, at 9 a.m.
Entrance Examination, Wednesday, April 25th, at 9.15 a.m.

OCCASIONAL NOTES.

HE great day, long hoped for and patiently awaited, has
come and gone, and the translation of our School is an
accomplished fact. We have at last exchanged a habita-

tion where we were “cribbed, cabined and confined” for one

where we enjoy in abundance light and air and space. Here
our spirits are more buoyant and our intelligence more keen.

It is no exaggeration to say that the New School is one of the
finest that London can boast, and we acknowledge a deep debt
of gratitude to those beneficent powers and persons who have
brought it into being.
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Amid present rejoicing and high hopes for the future, it would
be ungracious and unjust to forget what the School has accom-
plished in spite of immense difficulties during its fifty years’
sojourn in the back street slum. Its boys have won for it an
honoured reputation by their ability, industry and integrity,
and numbers have risen to eminence in almost every walk of
life. Its influence has been deep and far reaching.

“Temples are not made with hands,” and men (and boys)
count more than buildings in the life of institutions ; but our
ideals should shine the brighter in their ampler setting. Who
can doubt that we shall pursue them with added inspiration
and increased devotion in our new and beautiful home.

* * £

The Parents’ Evenings, so popular in the Lent Term, will not
be held this term, but, instead, an opportunity will be given to
parents to view the New School on Monday and Tuesday,
March 25th and 26th.

* * *

An expedition to the Boat Race will be made on Saturday,
March 31st, but a very early start is necessary, as the race is
timed to take place at 9.30 a.m.

* * *

It is pleasing to note that the number of entries for the Senior
and the Junior Cross Country Races held on Friday, March 2nd,
easily constitutes a record.

* * *

A large contingent of the School went to the King's Hall
Cinema, Lewisham, on Thursday afternocon, March 15th, and
saw with delight the clever and instructive film entitled
“Chang.” * W %

Old Boys will learn with pride that the marble War Memorial
Tablet has been removed to the new buildings, where it now
occupies a commanding position in an impressive setting in the
Entrance Hall, so that it is the first thing a person notices upon

entering the School. &

* * *

We wish to thank the anonymous donor of five books which
arrived on March 20th. Further contributions to the Library
will be much appreciated. .

WAR MEMORIAL (PAVILION FUND).

A full statement of receipts and expenditure is unavoidably
held over till our next issue, as all details are not yet available.
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THE OPENING OF THE NEW SCHOOL.

The School was formally opened on Saturday, March 10th,
by Mr. H. A. L. Fisher, Warden of New College, Oxford, and a
former Minister of Education. Alderman R. S. Jackson, J.P.
(Chairman of the Governors) presided, and was supported by
the following members of the governing body : Mr. J. Ashby,
J.P. (Vice-Chairman), Mr. T. H. P. Beacham, Mr. Budd, Mr.
Clothier, Professor de Montmorency, Miss de Montmorency,
Lady Dyson, Mr. J. East, J.P., Mr. Edwards, Major Green, Mr.
Greene, Mr. Greenwood, Miss Griffin, Miss Hainworth, Miss
Hill, J.P., Dr. Hodgkinson, Mr. Icough, Miss Sherman, Mr.
Spratling and the Rev. F. J. Tackley.

A large company of guests had been invited to be present,
including the masters and their wives, a large number of boys,
a selected number of Roan Girls and representatives of the Old
Roan Association.

Using a key presented to him by Sir Banister Fletcher,
F.R.I.B.A,, joint Architect with Mr. P. B. Dannatt, the Rt.
Hon. H. A. L. Fisher opened the new School.

The key enabled Mr. Fisher to open the main door of the
building, and from here he proceeded, with the Governors of the
Foundation, to the assembly hall, where the inaugural ceremony
took place. Mr. Jackson, in opening this part of the proceedings,
said that the Governors felt greatly indebted to Mr. Fisher for
the powers conferred by his Education Act, and by the Board
of Education and the L.C.C., which had enabled them to erect
that new and handsome building and to provide it with all the
necessary equipment to make it possible for them to give a first-
class education to the boys. Mr. Fisher had performed a great
national work, and not only a national, but a great local work.
It must be gratifying to him to be present to witness one amongst
many instances of his labours of the past.

Mr. Fisher, who was greeted with the greatest enthusiasm,
said it was a great pleasure to him to declare the school open,
although, as a matter of fact, it had been opened for a great
number of years. The Roan School, as they were all aware, was
a very ancient foundation. It was founded by John Roan, who
was born in the reign of James I—who might have.seen that
monarch when he played golf on the heath near by ; he might
even have seen William Shakespeare act the ghost in “Hamlet,
Prince of Denmark”—and he founded their school in the reign
of Charles I. It was in itself a great advantage to belong to an
institution which had an ancient and honourable history, be-
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cause they could depend upon it that institutions which had
done well in the past, and had stood the buffetings of time, were
likely to do well in the future.

Tue Davs oF Joun RoOAN.

Many changes, of course, had passed over that ancient foun-
dation since the days of John Roan ; it had grown in numbers.
Originally, he understood, it was a school founded for twenty
poor boys in Greenwich, and now it had grown to a school of
520. Not only had it grown in numbers, but it had also altered
its character to a large extent. But change was not always
improvement, and, he asked himself, were there any advantages
enjoyed by those twenty boys who came to the school at the
time of its foundation which the boys of the new school now did
not enjoy to an equal extent ?

“Well,” remarked Mr. Fisher, “I think there were a few, and
it is well to be reminded of them. In the first place there was
not so much ‘trash’ to read (applause). Boys read fewer books,
but some of them were very good . . . You must not suppose
that because you are engaged in reading print that you are
generally profitably occupied. You may be very unprofitably
occupied, and one of the great advantages an education such as
you get in this School is that it does supply some test which
enables you to distinguish, or should enable you to distinguish,
between good literature and bad literature—between what is
worth reading and what is not worth reading—and education
is of very little value unless it is able to put within your grasp a
sense of the distinction between what is good and what is bad
in literature.”

“The second advantage which the boys of that time enjoyed
in a higher degree than those of to-day was the fact that they
were necessarily in closer contact with nature. Greenwich in
those days was a very small village in the heart of the country.
London was a town of 200,000 inhabitants ; woodcock could
be shot in what was now Bond Street. The boys of the Roan
School very often saw the fox or the badger on the commons
opposite ; there was not a boy who had not been frequently
astride a horse ; they knew the voices of the birds, and could
distinguish between the lark and the nightingale. They spent
a great deal of leisure time roaming about the country which
surrounded them. That was an advantage not equally shared
by the present students of the School—at least he feared not.
It was one of the consequences of the industrial development of
England, and of its great urbanising, that so large a proportion
of the young people who were educated in the great towns
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failed to obtain a close and intimate knowledge of country
things, and he hoped that consideration would not be lost'sight
of by those who guided the destinies of that School (hear, hear).

“A third advantage enjoyed by those twenty boys was that
they were comparatively exempt from the term examinations,”
continued the former Minister, amid laughter and applause. I
do not know how you feel about examinations, but for my part
1 hate them ; as a boy I disliked them and still more did I
dislike them when I had to examine others. They were a
detestable necessity attached to the work of their educational
system, and he was afraid-they could not altogether do without
them. While examination might be a good servant, it could
be a very bad master. Very often parents were inclined to think
far too much about examination successes. After all, boys and
girls very often overworked themselves very foolishly in an
endeavour to pass an examination. Nothing is more stupid
than overwork,” wunless, indeed, it be underwork, he
urged. “Do not let us attach too much importance
to these miserable examinations. What is really important
in a school is that you should give to the boys and girls
who attend it a real interest in the things which they study
for their own sake, so that they should have given to them an
impetus to continue their studies after they leave school, and
when they go into after life. Dr. Johnson, who was a very wise
man, said that ‘a school has done a great thing if it has given a
boy a taste for a book.” So it has, and I would say of every
school that it has succeeded just in that measure to which it has
enabled the boys or girls who attend it to take pleasure in

~reading a book.”

After insisting that games should not occupy the minds of
the boys to too great an extent—""They are all very well in their
place, but they have a place,” he said—Mr. Fisher proceeded :
““This is a very great day in the history of this neighbourhood.
In my experience there is no institution which makes a greater
difference to a neighbourhood than the establishment of a first-
rate secondary school. It tends to raise the level of cultivation
in the whole neighbourhood ; it opens an avenue of wholesome
ambition in every home in the area. If you have a good secon-
dary school in any neighbourhood—a secondary school which
can equip boys and girls for the highest professional or business
careers open to the citizens of this country—then there is no
family, however lowly their station, or however poor they may
be in material resources, that need despair of one day or other
seeing one of its members discharging one of the highest and
most responsible functions in the country (applause). . . . A
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school like this, of over 500 boys, with ancient traditions, with
fine modern buildings, and serving the needs of a great historic
neighbourhood, ought to produce a great roll of distinguished
men.”  (Applause).

(While this is true it should not be forgotten that the School
has produced a long roll of men distinguished in many walks
of life.—ED.)

“There was any amount of ability in the country, but he was
far from saying that, so far, it had had an adequate chance. He
did not feel that the educational institutions of this country
were as well adapted to bring aspiring ability to the front as
were the educational institutions of either Germany or the
United States. There were a few secondary schools, but there
was a far too meagre provision for post elementary education.
There were far too many able boys and girls turned out into the
world at the age of fourteen years to find a living, sometimes
in very depressing and very unfortunate circumstances. There
was far too much waste of human capital between the ages of
fourteen and eighteen years in this country, and consequently
those of them who took the long view of the situation welcomed
most cordially and most enthusiastically such a development of
secondary education as they were witnessing that afternoon.
They welcomed the foundation of any secondary school, but
they felt they were only at the beginning of a great movement
which would ultimately give to every boy and girl in the country
a complete assurance that his or her faculties would not be
wasted. They could not afford at the present time to waste a
single human mind.” (Applause.)

Proposing a vote of thanks to Mr. Fisher, Miss J. M. Hill, J.P.,
said that for a long time the Governors had wished for a worthy
building for the boys to be educated in, and, now they had it,
it was felt that they should make a fresh start. They had a
wonderful tradition behind them ; wonderful visions and pro-
mise in front of them. For a long time they had dreamed about
that School, thought about it, planned about it, and looked at
all sorts of places. For a long time, owing to a variety of cir-
cumstances, it remained a dream, but it had now become a very
beautiful and very substantial reality. (Applause.) *° There is
nothing unsubstantial about the Roan Boys’ School now, and
it is for you boys to live up to it,”’ she observed.

Seconding, Mr. John Ashby, J.P. (VicefChairman of the
Governors), said that in performing the inaugural ceremony,

Mr. Fisher had opened the golden doors of knowledge more
widely than he possibly thought.
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A description of the new building was given by Mr. P. B.
Dannatt, who was educated at the School, and who mentioned
that the accommodation was for 500 boys, and that the windows
of the class-rooms were of special design to admit the maximum
of light and air. In each case the window opened fully, so that
in the warm weather the School would be a near approach to an
open-air school. In the architectural treatment Sir Banister
Fletcher and himself had borne in mind the traditions of the
neighbourhood, as seen in such buildings as Morden College and
Greenwich Hospital.

Messrs. Barratt and Ducker, two masters who were absent on
sick leave, telegraphed their good wishes for the success of the
new School, and Mr. A. H. Hope, M.A., the Headmaster,
voiced the thanks of the staff and the School for the new build-
ing. They were getting sceptical about the new School, as they
were about the sports pavilion, he said, but now their scepticism
in regard to both was out of date, as both dreams had been
realised. (Applause.) He paid tribute to the Governors, and
particularly to Mr. Jackson, for their unstinted service in pro-
viding them with a building which was second to none in London.
In conclusion, he thanked Mr. Potter and Mr. A. C. Horth for
the manner in which they had taken so much of the burden of
the change-over from his shoulders.

Mr. John East, J.P., proposed a vote of thanks to the Chair-
man, of whose great public service he gave an account from its
beginning forty-five years ago, and mentioned that he was the
only surviving original member of the Greenwich Borough
Council who still sat on that authority. He was elected to the
London County Council when it was formed in 1889, remained
a member for fifteen years, and was Member of Parliament for
Greenwich from 1906 to 1910.

Mr. H. W. H. Icough seconded, and the motion was carried
with applause.

The dedication prayer was offered by the Vicar of Greenwich
(the Rev. F. J. Tackley, M.A.), and the School song, “'Floreat

Roana,”” was sung by the boys, under the direction of Mr. J.
Amesbury.

CROSS COUNTRY.

On the morning of Friday, March 2nd, the School assembled
on the School field instead of at School. This ensured a larger
number of competitors in the Cross Country Race than has
been previously the case.
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Two hundred and thirty Juniors started on the course. In
20 minutes 15 seconds Smyth (Raleigh), closely followed by
Englefield (Rodney), and then by a long procession of others,
reached the School field. ‘

Meanwhile, at 10.10 a.m. 142 Seniors had started on their
longer run. The time taken by Wallace (Nelson House) to
complete the course was only 32 minutes 30 seconds, and he was
followed by Harper (Raleigh).

The following is the analysis of the races.
CROSS COUNTRY RESULTS.

SENIORS.
1. Nelson 2 i 22 Runners 1,518 Points
2. School S ” 19 o 1,806
3., Raleigh . .. 45 18 o 1,440
4, Drake A" . 29 L/ 1,385 2.,
5. Wolfe i A 19 5 1.286 >~ .,
6. Grenville .. 52 15 . 1,102
7..: Rodney . . o 15 o ; 153000
8. Collingwood TR 12 i Qa6 .,

142

Time .. 32 min. 30 secs.

JUNIORS. :
1. School o e 27 Runners 4,027 Points
2. Nelson A s 29 i 3,833
3.. Rodney | .. N 30 5 3,667
4. Grenville .. 0 28 L 3,428
5. Raleigh .. L 34 ; 3,398 .,
6. Collingwood s 33 o 2983
7. Wolfe 2 b 26 5 2 658
8. Drake At U, 23 4 2,582

230

Time .. 20 wmun. 15 secs.

CHRISTMAS CAMP, 1927-28.

Ten boys left Euston at 10.25 a.m. on Thursday, December
29th, with Mr. Hope, bound for Braithwaite. We left London
under 6in. to Yin. of snow, but by the time we arrived at Wigan

no snow was to be seen. We reached Braithwaite at 8.30 p.m.,
»
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where we were met by Mr. J. Pearson, who had got the huts
warm and the new electric lights on, so that everything was as
comfortable as possible.

We found no signs of snow next day, though it was very cold
and there was plenty of wind. On the following day several of
us went to Thornthwaite mine and Bassenthwaite Lake, and
three of us went up the Bishop’s Head. We stayed to see the
New Year in, with various games to while away the time, until
1.30 a.m., when we bedded down. As usual, the Vicar’s carol
party visited us to wish us a Happy New Year.

On Sunday we tasted of Antient’s bounty in the form of a
goose adorned with sausages, which Mr. Pearson kindly carved.

Antient cofiducted a camp service in the evening, and Mr.
Crane gave us a talk on “Why I am a Vegetarian.”

On Tuesday we were treated to a car ride, driven by Alan
Litt, round Thirlmere Lake, visiting Wythburn Church, which,
Crane says, is Norman, and the Druid’s circle.

On Thursday nine of us went to Keswick. As it was fine we
climbed Castle Head, whence we obtained fine views of Bassen-
thwaite, Derwentwater, Skiddaw and Helvellyn. Mr. A. Cooper
gave us *‘Jabberwock,” ‘“‘Orphan Annie,”’ *‘ Jubilee Cup,” “Oh
My' and the ‘“ Cheese Toaster” on Friday, which were well
applauded.

On Sunday we again enjoyed the generosity of our ever-
thoughtful Scoutmaster in the form of a turkey. Both this and
the goose were cooked by Mrs. Litt, ever kind and willing to
lend a hand in any possible manner. In the afternoon most of
us went up Grisedale Pike with Mr. Crane, but could not stay
long on top as the wind was extremely aggressive ; it had not
been gentle since we arrived, though several days were very
sunny.

Tuesday, January 10th—our last day—we awakened carly
to pack up in time for the usual train. Several boys got wet
through on the way to the station, as the rain raired as hard as
it could, and it can rain in Braithwaite, and the wind drove it
straight into our faces.

Thanks to Antient, his unfailing generosity and thoughtful-
ness, and his wonderful management, we all enjoyed ourselves
immensely despite the weather, which at first promised to be
fine and then preferred to rain.

DEP.J. & W.G.C.
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RUGBY FOOTBALL.

FIRST XV.
Captain .. .. N. A. G. BURBRIDGE
Viece-Captain s C. A. S. Ducker
Played, 14 ; Won, 9; Drawn, 1; Lost, 4. Points: For, 228 ;
Against, 80.

Away. Home.

2. Old Roans o 0 v o 12—5
v. London School of Economics s 3—22
2. Tiffin’s School i =, 11— 6 3— 3
v. Aske’s School .. 2l A o 8——1}
v. Whitgift Middle Schoo Ak 42— 3 29— 3
v. King’s College “A” XV i e : 3— 5
v. Selhurst Grammar School .. 8— 0 H

v. Birkbeck College“A” XV .. o 26— 0
v. Royal Naval College Third XV 5% 4?— 0
v. University College “A” XV .. i 3—12
v. Brockley County Schoo A 11— 6 A

v. Old Roans s iih 25— 4

The team on the whole has proved a good one, and the results
are quite satisfactory. A steady advance in standard of play has
been witnessed, which reached a convincing climax in the
victory over Brockley School, upon the occasion of the first
"match between the First XV.s of these schools. The games also
against Birkbeck College “A” and the R.N.C. “B" were won in
somewhat surprising fashion.

Team-work has been sometimes excellent and at other times
astonishingly poor. Most unnecessary yet consistently re-
peated has been the apathy displayed by all members of the
side during the first half of a game, and the delay of any definite
scoring effort until too near the end. Never have our tactics
been sufficiently assertive ; had they been so at least two of
our four losses might very easily have proved creditable wins.
It is no exaggeration to say that in one match the School were
defeated by a side obviously not so skilful as themselves. They
have been far too content to defend as though they played
merely to avert a too heavy defeat. There h_as l_)o_en, however,
a commendable lack of selfishness among individuals; and
every man in the team has had his share in our victories. The
pack has been unquestionably a good one, and the forwards
combined footwork has very often gained tries, more often
averted them : but passing among them has been all too rare,
individuals having been put down in possession far too fre-
quently. The three-four type of scrum-formation has worked
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well and obtained us a fair share of the ball always. The for-
wards have not been good in the line-out. True, they are not
tall, but they never even jumped. Their stamina has always
been good.

Only lately have the “threes” got well together, their progress
having been retarded by the awful state of the grounds, and
consequent lack of practice. In marked contrast to so many of
their opponents they have run straight and passed well,with
only an occasional sacrifice of speed. The halves have assur-
edly been the soundest and most consistent unit in the team,
being concerned only with getting the ball out to their “threes,”
and not with independent fancy-work. The team has been :
Burbridge, Ducker, C., Pomeroy, Lloyd, Guyatt, Wallace,
Macdonald, Hunn, Kinsella (old caps), Gibbons, Perry, Davis,
Gibbs, Lee and Ducker, F (new caps).

PoMEROY.—The heaviest forward and a prolific try-scorer, his
total of ten tries being easily a record for any of the School
forwards. His weight and dash have often demoralised our
opponents. His only fault is that he delays his pass too long
when checked. ;

Ducker,C.—Leaderof the packandwing-forward. He instigates,
with Pomeroy, most of the forward attacking movements.
He breaks up from the scrum at the right moment, and with
his effective tackling has wrecked many opposition move-
ments in their inception. A most useful and enterprising man
in the line-out.

GuyaTtT.—As of yore, the handyman of the team. He has
played in every position except scrum-half, but has at last
found a permanent home with the pack, in which he is per-
haps seen to most advantage, being essentially an opportunist.

‘Lrovyp.—Quite the model forward. His hooking has always

been a class above that of his opponents. He follows up well
and uses his feet to advantage.

LEE.—Big and vigorous. His tackling is sometimes a little
unorthodox, but always most effective. An unfortunate
injury has kept him out of the last few games.

GieeoNs.—A new forward. He has shown remarkable skill in
dribbling, but was handicapped by the lack of a thorough
knowledge of the game.

PERRY.—Another whirlwind tackler. He is good in short spells,
but is apt to take a breather too often, and has not yet mas-
tered that most difficult part of the forward’s job—getting
down low in the tight.
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Davis.—His greatest value is in the set scrum, where he packs
quickly and low. He does all that is required of him, but is a
little slow.

BURBRIDGE.—Captain and scrum-half. He has played here
and in the First XV ever since the School took up Rugby.
Besides being brilliant in his special work, his place-kicking
and falling on the ball have been also splendid. He has set
an example to many of the forwards also, with his sudden
bursts of dribbling.  The School will not easily replace him
next year.

GiBBs.—Perhaps the best of the caps. He is fast and has kicked
extraordinarily well. Most unselfish player. His most
serious fault is that he does not always look where he is
passing. He has proved a sound partner for Burbridge.

1

MACDONALD.—Most spectacular and skilful of the “threes.
While far above the average as regards finish, he is inclined
to forget that the other side’s line is the essential objective.
Has combined well with Wallace in the centre.

WALLACE.—Soundest of the “threes.” His kicking and hand-
ling amply compensate his lack of inches. He slows up a
little too much to pass, but passes beautifully.

Hunn.—Has again proved that his best form is found on the
wing, where his speed and swerve have gained him many a
brilliant try. He is, in fact, top scorer with thirteen tries.

DUCKER, F.—1Is very determined, but rather inexperienced. Has
a good swerve and a fair amount of speed. His kicking and
passing need much improvement.

KinseLLA.—Originally a forward, he was tried at full-back, and’

proved so brilliant in every respect that it is to be hoped he
will regard it as his natural position. Quite fearless and
deadly cool, he has been a constant bane to opposing teams.

SECOND XV.

Captain e 5 aot oS GIBBS
Vice-Captain .. .. D. H. PECKHAM

Played, 8; Won, 1; Drawn, 0 Lost, 7. Points: For, 88 ;

Against, 163.
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Away. Home.

v. Erith County School First XV ot 522
». Tiffin’s School Second XV .. 3—30 =h

v. Aske’s Second XV .. i e 0—35
v. Whitgift Middle School Second XV 8— 9 o

v. Tiffin’s School Second XV .. s 10-—30
v. Whitgift Middle School Second XV .. 53— 0
v. Brockley County School Second XV .. 3—23
v. Woolwich Polytechnic First XV o 6—14

The Second XV has been far from successful this season. It
is not difficult to find a reason for this. Last season the Second
XV, a particularly strong one, had, on the whole, an easier
programme than that of this season. As a result of this, this
term’s fixtures have been, in most cases, with stronger teams,
and it is not surprising that a weaker Second XV has been
unable to cope with them. It was unfortunate that so many
matches had to be scratched, as the team has not had a good
chance to find its feet. Among the matches that were played,
the best ones were the Home match with Tiffin's and the last
one, with Woolwich Polytechnic First XV. The Tiffin’s match
was notable for the struggle in the first half, in which the School
was leading by 10 points to 8. The match with the Polytechnic
was a hard fight throughout, in which the School did not enjoy
the best of luck.

Now for the team itself. In several matches the team has
played strongly in the first half and then slackened considerably
in the second, as in the above-mentioned match with Tiffin’s.
This is an unfortunate and disastrous fault. Another weak
point has been the tackling, and it must be improved consider-
ably. But the team has shown that with experience, which is
essential, it could soon be quite a useful side. We have suffered
considerably from the loss of our original full-back, Procter.
Similarly, the three-quarter line was spoilt by the loss of
Walker. Suckling is our best three-quarter, and has been
responsible for six tries. If only it had not been necessary to
change the right wing so often the three-quarters would have
had a better chance to distinguish themselves. The halves have
been at a disadvantage owing to their size, and although they
have put in some good work they need much more experience in
their difficult positions.

The forwards have done some good work, but have suffered
owing to their light weight. Whelan shows great promise as a
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good all-round forward, whilst Pearson, Smyth, Mackenzie and
Flack have made up for their size by their good work in the loose,
and should be really useful forwards next season.

THIRD XV.
Captain e .. L. H. F. WALKER
Vice-Captain .. o G. H. BinT

Played, 2; Won, 1; Drawn, 0; Lost, 1. Points: For, 23 ;
Against, 26.
' : Away. Home.
2. Tiffin’s School Third XV ol e 3—20
2. Whitgift Middle School Third XV 20— 6 g

JUNIOR XV.
Played, 2; Won, 2; Drawn, 0; Lost, 0. Points: For, 13;
Against, 3.
Away. Home.
». Whitgift Middle School Juniors 3— 0 10— 3

THIRD XV.

This team is an innovation this year, and although only two
matches have been played, a considerable degree of keenness
and some promising talent has been displayed. There should
be no difficulty in filling the vacancies in the Second XV next
Season.

THE ARISTOTELIAN SOCIETY.

“Homo sum, humani nihil a me alienum puto”’—(Terence).
“I take all knowledge to be my province” —(Bacon).

(OFFICERS :
Mr. C. S. DUCKER 5 o ol President
Mr. A. M. Brocu Hon. Treasurer and Recorder
Mz B, C. Eeg | .. o o Hon. Secretary
COMMITTEE :
Tue OrricErs and Messrs. W. P. ANpErsoN and N. A. G.
BURBRIDGE.
PROCEEDINGS.

On January 17th Mr. Parker favoured the Society with a very

interesting account of his recent experiences in Canada. He
described the places he had visited, and, in giving his impressions
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of the Dominion as a whole, said that there were unlimited
opportunities for agricultural labourers, but not for professional
men. It is worthy of note that Mr. Parker visited Canada in
the capacity of President of the Assistant Masters’ Association.

The second meeting of the term took the form of a debate,
when Mr. Burbridge moved that ‘Capital Punishment ought to
be Abolished.” Mr. Burbridge, who divided his argument into
two sections, moral and utilitarian, was supported by Mr.
Gibbs, who adopted a sentimental viewpoint. For the opposi-
tion Mr. Anderson demonstrated the disadvantages of the
American system. He was seconded by Mr. Procter, who dwelt
at length upon the horrors of penal settlements. When the
debate was thrown open for discussion, Messrs. Walden, Beech,
Bloch and Stow spoke for the motion, whilst Messrs. Gibbons,
Hopwood, Lee and Peckham spoke against it. The motion was
defeated by fifteen to seven. ]

The Sixty-Third General Meeting was convened to hear Mr.
Dabbs’ paper on Philately., Mr. Dabbs dealt exhaustively with
his subject, and illustrated his points with well-prepared speci-
mens and drawings. In conclusion, he expressed the hope that
his paper would induce some members of the Society to embrace
Philately as a serious hobby.

A paper on Arctic Exploration, by Mr. Perry, was the subject
of the next meeting. In the course of his paper, Mr. Perry
referred to the more important polar expeditions, and showed
how great were the difficulties and dangers which the men
encountered and overcame. Finally, he described, in more
detail, the exploits of Peary, who was the first man to reach
the North Pole.

The second debate of the session, that “State Interference is
Unwelcome,”’ was proposed by Mr. Mills, who differentiated at
the outset, between the realm in which state interference is
inevitable, and that in which it is undesirable, though prevalent.
He maintained that the debate resolved itself into a question of
Socialism, and argued on that basis. Mr. Stow, who moved the
opposition, considered that the state is composed of the indi-
viduals and is not an extraneous influence, and he pointed out
that state interference is merely the manifestation of the desires
of the majority. In the absence of Mr. Bloch, Mr. Mills was
formally seconded by Mr. Gibbons. Mr. Lee, who supported
Mr. Stow, adduced statistics in favour of his contentions. He
confined his attention to the B.B.C. and the Coal Mining
Industry, and endeavoured to show the benefits that accrued
from nationalisation. When the motion was thrown open for
discussion Messrs. Burbridge, Peckham and Essex spoke for the
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motion, and Messrs. Anderson and Gibbs against it, whilst Mr.
Walden was unable to own allegiance with either side. The
motion was carried by eleven votes to eight.

The thanks of the Society are due to the indefatigable Mr.
Parker for obtaining the services of the speaker from the League
of Nations Union, who will address the Society on March 23rd,
and it is to be hoped that the Society will show its gratitude in
the shape of a better attendance, and a livelier interest, than
has obtained of late.

VALETE, 1927°.

Mod.VI. *PEARCE, G. J. M. R.B. Brown, C. H. A,
Sc. VI. *BrLAGROVE, W. A. StrutT, W. C.
*OxBrow, C. F. *WorsneLL, K. G.
PapriELD, R. J. R.c. CARE, R. A.
Mod.V. GAMBLING, D. R, YEOLIIER, R L.
Trans. CoUurTNEY, 1. H. Dobps, R. G.
Dagre, H. A. Russerr, D. W. J.
Disney, E. G. SHERGOLD, A. J.
PEARCE, N. T. WALTERS, N. E.
*PLUMMER, A. W. 4c. GRrEEN, R. H.
Rowgorrtom, L. E. MILLER, E. C.
Tataam, H. R. OverTON, H. L.
WHALLEY, W.C.R.

* Have joined O.R.A.

It is disappointing to note that out of twenty-five boys who
left at Christmas only five have shown continued interest in the
School by joining the O.R.A. This is by far the smallest number
for a long time. It cannot be that they cannot afford the
ridiculously small fee necessary to admit them. By joining the
Club, Old Boys have a ready means of showing that they are
proud of their School and grateful for what it has done for them.

OLD ROAN ASSOCIATION.

President—Mr. W. W. PovsgR, Roan School, Greenwich, S.E.10.
Treasurer—Mr. W. A. ALLEN, Roan School, Greenwich, S.E.10.
Secretary—Mr. W. J. PoTTER, Roan School, Greenwich, S.E.10.

Entertainment Secretary—Mr. G. H. LEg, ““Hurstwood,” 5, Dal-
linger Road, Lee, S.E.12.
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Cricket Secretary—Mr. J. S. BowLES, 15, Bargery Road, Catford,
S.E.8.

Football Secretary—Mr. H. W. CARDEN, 58, Wyndcliff Road,
Charlton, S.E.7.

Tennis Secretary — Mr. C. R. Furroxg, 19, Ripon Road,
Plumstead, S.E.18.

Press Secretary—Mr. E. DURLING, Roan School, Greenwich.

FUTURE EVENTS.
Friday, 4th May, 1928.
Performance by the O.R. Dramatic Society of Herbert
Swears’ Comedy, “‘Captain X."
Fridav, 18th May, 1928.
General Meeting in the School Hall at 7.30 p.m.

Opportunity will be given on both these occasions from
5.30 p.m. onwards for Old Boys to view the School.

ANNUAL DINNER.

The Sixteenth Annual Dinner was held at the Hotel Cecil on
Saturday, 17th December, when Col. Sir John Atkins, K.C.M.G.,
was the guest of the evening. Mr. W. W. Poyser presided over
the gathering of about ninety members.

Dr. Russell proposed the toast of the “Guest.”  He said that
they had been contemporaries for a brief period at the School,
as Atkins entered a few months before he left in 1887. They had
come into contact later owing to the intimate relations between
Guy's and St. Thomas’s. Sir John had won a high position in
his profession, and had held a post of tremendous responsibility
during the Great War. It was owing to his most generous help
that our War Memorial had been brought to triumphant com-
pletion.

Sir John in reply explained, by means of the parable of the
soldier and Queen Victoria’s chocolate-box, how much he appre-
ciated the compliment which the Old Boys were paying him.
The terse and vigorous language of the allegory will still be
fresh in the minds of his hearers. He told us some thrilling
incidents of the war, including an account of the first German
gas attack, when he was put through a severe examination on
the properties of chlorine by Sir John French, and strove to
recall, with some difficulty, the knowledge of this gas acquired
in Eastney Street.
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F. J. Foot proposed the School, and the Headmaster, in
reply, told of the wonders of the New School, and said that Old
Boys who wished to inspect them would be made welcome at
any time, however inconvenient.

Burbridge, the Captain of the School, also made an elegant
acknowledgment of the toast.

J. S. Bowles, in proposing the Association, pleaded for in-
creased recognition and support of the Games Clubs, and told a
couple of stories more or less @ propos.

The Secretary, in reply, said we were growing at the rate of
about 100 a year. We should aim at reaching a membership
of one thousand by our 21st birthday.

A prospective member had for some time been making
unseasonable attempts to explain what happened in 1886, but
was sternly repressed by the President and has been heard of
no more. Hendley and his friends beguiled us with music at
intervals, and Mr. Amesbury, of course, rendered the time-
honoured Vive-le with great effect. An enjoyable, and, we
trust, a profitable evening, fraught with pleasant memories.

The Secretary would be glad to learn the present addresses
of :—

Calnan, F., “Fairmead,” Station Road, Burgess Hill.
Randell, E. G., 35, Eton Grove, New Malden.
Collins, L. W., 68, Eglinton Hill, Plumstead.
Brown, C. H., 26, Congo Road, Plumstead.

DOMINAE MEAE.
I

Five yellow flowers for my fancy rare,
I saw me in Foot's Cray grow ,

Five yellow flowers, to twine in her hair
And gleam midst its fairy snow.

O five vellow flowers, so delicate fair,
O'er my lLady your fragrance throw.

I

Dark is the night, but the snow gleams white
And red blaze the tulips gay,
When into my room my Lady steps,
And March swings out into May ;
And the gray and the sere of yesteryear
Are turned into morning’s gold,
And red is the glow that the tulips throw
Over summers as yet untold.
O lLady stay, the red tulips pray,
Lest my room once again grow cold! Anon.
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OLD BOYS' NOTES.

On Saturday, February 18th, the Annual Reunion Supper was
held at the School Pavilion, and proved a function of great
popularity. Fifty-four people sat down to supper, but, unfor-
tunately, our Secretary was unable to be present. The Presi-
dent, who was in the chair, quickly established a feeling of
informality, and with the aid of Mr. Amesbury carried out a
very enjoyable impromptu concert, forwhich Gaudeamus proved
invaluable. Later in the evening the Headmaster came in and
was given a rousing reception by the company, who by this time
were thoroughly enjoying themselves.

This function continues to grow in favour, and as the Pavilion
is quite capable of accommodating a considerably larger number
we confidently expect that next year’s Reunion will attract a
much larger gathering.

PROPOSED JOHN ROAN LODGE.

A meeting of Masons connected with the Schocl was held
on Tuesday, 20th March, at St. Peter’s Institute, Greenwich.
It was decided to go forward with the proposal to form a
Lodge. O.R.s who are Masons and are interested in the
proposal are invited to communicate with W. W. LETTER,
98, Brookbank Road, Lewicham, S.E.13. Names of non-
Masons are being recorded and further information will be
sent them when the Lodge is established.

OLD ROAN CLUBS.

NoTICE.—The Cricket and Football Clubs are holding a Dance
at the Greenwich Borough (Swmall) Hall on Saturday, 31st March,
at 7.30 p.m. Tickets 2s. 6d. from Mr. L. R. Watts, 156, Annan-
dale Road, Greenwich, S.E.10.

FOOTBALL.

We are now nearing the end of the Club’s seventh season, and
since the publication of the last Magazine we have enjoyed some
excellent games. The First XI, owing to numerous injuries,
have not done quite so well as in previous seasons, but it is
gratifying to note that the Second and Third XI.s have been
giving good accounts of themselves.
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A great blow to the Club has been struck in the loss of our
Captain and centre-forward, G. E. Thompson, who has, owing to
illness, been compelled to give the game up for this season at
least. Anyone who has seen him play or heard of his abilities
will realise what it means to us. A substitute for his position
has been found in C. E. Loveman, who only last season was a
member of the School XI. With a little more experience he
will prove to be a really first-class centre-forward. Another
member of last season’s School XI is K. Ratcliffe, who is playing
very well at left-back, and did much to help beat the Old
Colfeians recently on their ground in a League encounter.

Owing to the heavy fall of snow at Christmas it was impossible
to play our Charity Match with the Old Colfeians on Boxing
Day, but, if no playing result came of the arrangements, a good
financial one did, and the sum of £5 4s. 6d. was forwarded to the
Miller Hospital, this amount being the sum collected for tickets.
The support received for this is very much appreciated.

The natural sense of rivalry between the Old Colfeians and
ourselves still exists, and we have come through our games
against this club with the Roan flag high. The Club has played
them a total of six games, i.e., two for each XI. Of these games
we have won four, drawn one, lost one. We have scored thirty-
one goals against their eleven. The last occasion when the
Reserves met resulted in a 14—0 win for Roan.

Results since the last publication :—

First XI.

Springfield Mental Hospital £l Away Drew 1—1
Old Tollingtonians (a) 5 Lost 0—1
Old Wilsonians (a) .. s b Home Won 5—3
Old Monovians o 2is o Away  Lost 3—5H
Springfield Mental Hospital s 5 o 2—5
Old Tenisonians (a) 0 o Home Drew 3—3
Old Colfeians (a) .. i i Away Won 3—2
Old Wilsonians (a) .. e ol " o 2—0
Royal Mail Steam Packet .. R Home 5 4—1
Old Stationers (a) .. 37 4 Away Lost 2—3
Old Tenisonians (a) ,, " =B

(1) Old Boys' League (Senior Division).

Summary—Played, 19 ; Won, 7; Drawn, 4 ; Lost, 8.
Goals : For, 69 ; against, 52.
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SEconNp XI.

Glyn's Bank (Kent Junior A.F.A. Cup,
third round) .. - . Away  Lost 12
School 1 - 'y ) - & Won 7—2
Old Addeyans T .. it 2 i Drew 1—1
Old Askean I B 4 5! Home Won 4—1
Ravensbourne IT .. e Sk Away o 2—1
Royal Mail Steam Packet IIT £ = S —1
Old Owens I1 A3 90 15 Home Drew 4—4
Exiles 1 L ik o 2 Away  Won 4—0
0ld Grocers 11 5 Wb e o Lost 1—3
Old Monovians 11 .. 85 I3 o Won 4—3
0Old Colfeians 1T .. 2 f Home i 14—0

Summary—Played, 21 ; Won, 11 ; Drawn, 2 ; Lost, 8.
Goals : For, 89 ; against, 61.

Tuirp XI.
Old Sinjuns III iy s o Home Won 15—4
School 11 ik VR £ A » I 4—1
S Yolottl v IR £ L i i £ Away Lost 16
0Old Tenisonians it s ot s Won 8—3
Old Colfeians IIT .. ol s Home i 4—1
Woolwich Poly. 111 . s Away  Lost 3—4
0ld Grocers ITI 8 M, e o 5 5—T
Midland Bank III .. o N, Home " 4—6
Alleyn O.B. 111 o~ o Away  Won 4—3
0Old Tollingtonians I11 e o) i Lost 0—6
0ld Streatham Modernians i Home , 1—7

0Old Sinjuns II = s o Won 6—2
Summary—Played, 20 ; Won, 8 ; Lost, 11 ; Drawn, 1.
Goals : For, 74 ; against, 74.

We would again point out to young men of football ability
who are leaving School this year that a welcome is extended to
them to join us, and a glance at the above fixtures will show
them that our games are all against good sides, and that the
football they will get is as good as any club’s. B
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CRICKET.

The Club will be entering upon its eighth season this year, and
it is hoped that this will be a memorable one in its annals.

Two good fixture lists are nearing completion, and both XI's
should have an attractive and enjoyable season’s cricket. Most
of the old members are turning out for us again this year, but
we shall miss the services of George E. Thompson, who has been
ordered a complete rest for a few months. The Club sincerely
hopes that he will have a complete recovery and be playing for
us again ere long.

The Secretary, whose name and address appear at the begin-
ning of the Old Boys’ Notes, will be pleased to hear from any
0.R. who wishes to join the Club. It is especially desired that
all members of last year’s School XI's, who have now left the
scene of their “labours,” will before joining other clubs seriously
consider becoming members. J.518;

TENNIS.

For many summers past we have not been blessed with fine
weather, but according to the prophets the coming one must be
fine. Hence our hopes for a really successful season run high,
especially as we are looking forward to some interesting tourna-
ments under the capable and energetic leadership of Mr.
Jackson as Games Captain. :

Owing to heavier expenses we have been compelled to raise
the subscriptions slightly, but we hope that this will not deter
those who are thinking of joining from doing so.

Balls will be provided as usual.

The courts, which are at Weigall Road, Lee, will be open on
Saturday, April 28th, weather permitting.

Full particulars may be obtained from the Secretary, who
would be grateful if applications for membership could be sent
in as early as possible. CR.E:

DANCE.

The decision of the Entertainments Committee to hold only
one Association Dance proved a very good policy. The Dance,
which was held in the Large Hall of the Blackheath Concert
Hall on Saturday, January 28th, 1928, was a great success; over
two hundred Old Roans and friends attended. This result is
very gratifying for, compared with dances of the past few years,
it shows a large increase in attendance.
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J. J. Stanley’s West End Band supplied an excellent pro-
gramme of music, and a delightful exhibition of dancing was
given by Miss E. Soper and Mr. C. W. Beddons. Many letters
have been received, expressing members’ appreciation of a most
enjoyable social evening.

G.H.L.

DISTINCTION.,

E. W. Jacoss (1923-5) has been nominated an Associate of
the Institute of Hygiene as a result of passing the General

_Certiﬁcate Examination of that Institute.

NEWS.

ANDRE VAN GYSEGHEM delighted many Old Boys with his
skilful acting of the part of Lewis Dodd in ““The Constant
Nymph,” which was produced last month at the Royal Artillery
Theatre, Woolwich. He was “‘top of the bill,”” and bids fair to
attain first rank in his profession.

K. S. BinNIE made a hit in amateur dramatics when he
recently acted the part of Capt. Sippet in “Quid pro Quo,” a
comedy by Mrs. Charles Gore (1799-81), produced by the
Literary Society of the Presbyterian Church, Vanbrugh Park.

WiLFrID GREEN (1920-22), Leading Aircraftsman, R.AF,,
was injured in a crash near Newcastle whilst flying from
Leuchars, in Scotland, to Gosport. He was the first Old Roan
to pass the Civil Service competitive examination for entry into
the R.A.F. as a boy mechanic. The aeroplane was completely
smiashed, and the occupants had miraculous escapes from serious
injury. Green sustained a dislocated shoulder and severe
bruises.

D. B. BayLey (1917-22) finds plenty of interest in his work
in the War Department (Chemists), Woolwich Arsenal :

“You may be interested to hear that I am working alongside
Mr. Edwards, the recently elected Governor, in the War
Department (Chemists), Woolwich Arsenal. I am not a qualified
chemist yet, but I am doing the same work as the qualified men.
My present business is the examination of Government stores
for certain metallic impurities, e.g., lead, cobalt calcium, man-
ganese, copper, nickel, etc.



1064 ROAN MAGAZINE.

“The stores are generally paints, varnishes, leather and
rubber washers, oils, etc., which are used in connection with
explosives. For instance, ferrous iron forms a dangerous pic-
rate with picric acid, so the insides of the shells are varmshe_d >
but, as you know, most varnishes have driers in them, which
nearly always are soaps of lead, manganese, cobalt, etc. These
particular metals form dangerous picrates and di-nitro-phenates,
especially lead. Hence my work.

“The first six months I was here I was examining all sorts of
explosives for various impurities. I haven’t been through the
roof yet.

“T also have to visit firms to sample and inspect new stores,
and am known as a ‘fully authorised Representative of the War
Dept. Chemist.” My worst ‘do’ was when I had to go to a paper
mill in Limehouse to witness the manufacture of twenty-four
tons of cardboard. I worked 25} hours that day, without food
or sleep. I started work at my usual time on Monday morning ;
at dinner-time I went straight to Limehouse and witnessed the
start of the run, which continued for sixteen hours. On the
Tuesday morning, at ten o’clock I returned to Woolwich. It
was extremely interesting to watch the whole process of manu-
facture from start to finish ; but, My hat ! it was hot ! The
cardboard pulp after it has been made into the board is dried
over about fifty huge drums heated by super-heated steam.
Phew !

“I have also been to Waltham Abbey and to Faversham for
high explosives, and have paid many visits to London firms
(B.D.H., May & Baker, etc.).

“I am still trying for my Inter. B.Sc., but find it difficult.”

MARRIAGES.

G. E. Davigs (1914-20) to Alice Mary Potts at Timaru, Otago,
on 21st March, 1928. He sent invitations to the O.R.A.!
(Sorry the fleet of O.R.A. aeroplanes is, at present, in dry
dock, but we wish him every joy !)

J. Nicuorws (1915-19) to Grace Thornbury, of Luton, Beds, on
October 29th, 1927, at St. Matthew’s Church, St. Leonards-
on-Sea.

DEATH.

L. N. NiMmmo.—On 6th January, 1928, at St. Margaret’s, Whyte-
leafe Hill, Surrey, after a long period of failing health due to
an unsuspected disease. R.I.P.

ROAN MAGAZINE. 1065

OLD ROANS ABROAD.

H. A. Dabg, A.r.c.s. (1907-14), Government mycologist in the
Gold Coast Colony, is steadily making a reputation as an
authority on the diseases of tropical plants. He has published
in collaboration a treatise on ““Gold Coast Plant Diseases,’”’ and
is sole author of two others, “Collar Crack of Cacao” and
“Diseases of the Cacao Pod,” copies of which we thankfully
acknowledge as additions to the School Library. (Other O.R.s
please note.—ED.).

Of the conditions in which he works, he writes :—

“During this time my wife and I lived in a native house in the
bush, for the job had to be done on the spot. I had to get about
sixteen cwt. of lab. stuff into the place, apart from our personal
kit, set up a temporary lab., meterological station, etc. We
both contracted dengue fever while on this job, and my ‘missis’
was very ill, so that I had to get her into hospital. Part of the
journey included a ninety-mile run in my car over appalling
roads, and this part took ten hours, she having a temperature
of 104”. You can’t visualise our roads !| We broke a spring and
had a three hours’ delay in a town in which yellow fever was
raging, and all the European men there were in a permanent
state of semi-intoxication in an attempt to defeat mosquitoes
and depression, while the former hummed in and out of dark
corners. The native population was pipping off like anything,
the medical officer being already in his grave. Cheery? My wife
sat in a chair wanting to die, on a verandah haunted by mos-
quitoes, while I showed a fitter how to alter a Ford spring to
make it fit my car. But all these woes came to an end. Yellow
fever has been exceedingly bad here for two or three seasons.
All sorts of medical commissions are working very hard on it,
but it is apparently a slightly different variety from that which
occurs elsewhere, and a successful remedy has not been found.

“Many people have brought out to the Gold Coast elaborate
wireless sets, including seven valve super-hets., and have had
no results at all except from mid-November to mid-January,
during our harmattan. Even then reception is very poor,
atmospherics being very troublesome. At other times of the
year nothing but very violent atmospherics can be heard.
Recently I heard a man trying out a six valve super-het. 1
heard his loud speaker from a distance of 300 yards, and it
sounded like a modern battlefield ! While on leave last year 1
picked up the current news about short waves, and decided to
try them here. I brought out components and built a modified
Hartley receiver (detector and one L.F.). The night I finished
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the job I switched on and listened in with much more excitement
than when 1 tried out my first crystal set at home. And I
almost immediately heard Schenectady (2XAF) ! There was
great excitement locally—the whole station soon began to
trickle in to listen to Schnectady, Pittsburg and Eindhoven
(Holland). We now hear Chelmsford (55W) every night, trans-
mitting the Daventry programme on twenty-four metres, and
I am building a better set. I hope to rig up a low-power
transmitter soon. -

“Odd people dropping in have heard stuff here,andhave spread
the news. Now I am inundated with letters from people who
want to know what to do from the beginning, so that I have had
to have a stock letter duplicated and to provide articles to the
local official Press, which is rather tiresome in some respects,
for my legitimate work keeps me going through a good many
evenings of the week | Unfortunately the local postal authori-
ties are exceedingly angry, for their wireless ‘expert’ has con-
sistently reported that the broadcasting outlook in the Gold
Coast is hopeless | | This is rather uncomfortable for me, but
it is certainly not my fault.

“I have heard several encouraging reports from home about
the new School, and am looking forward to seeing it in occupa-
tion, although I do greatly regret the passing of Eastney
Street.”

L. R. JamEes (1917-23) writes to the Headmaster :—

“I have been having a wonderful time and I am glad I
accepted the opportunity to visit this country. I am a member
of the Alpha Delta Phi fraternity, and so I see American students
at their best and worst. My work is very interesting, including
Political Theory, International Law and American Foreign
Policy, and, in addition, I am assisting in a History course. One
of the men under whom I am working served as a Jurist,
appointed by President Coolidge to the Rio de Janeiro Confer-
ence on International Law.

“Ann Arbor is a charming university town, providing in
winter opportunities for ski-ing, skating, etc. 1 like the State
so much that T am endeavouring to find a position here. I know
of one school for which a newspaper magnate has left three
million dollars. The school is reputed to be beautiful, with a
Head chosen for his scholarly and gentlemanly attainments—
two qualities sadly lacking in most American head masters. I
am visiting the school with regard to the possibility of a position
there next year. I feel my year here has been invaluable to me ;
it has shown me a new country, new peoples, and has broadened
my views."
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H. C. SHEARMAN (1913-17), whose brother, John, is now in
Kenya Colony (c/o Veterinary Research Laboratories, Kaybete),
sends the following from the s.s. “Manela’ (British India Steam
Navigation Co.), Le Havre :—

“The liner, s.s. ‘Manela,” British owned, of some 8,000 tons,
was chosen to convey H.M. King Amanullah, of Afghanistan,
the Queen and the royal suite from Karachi to Bombay last
December. For several miles out of Karachi harbour the royal
travellers were escorted by H.M.S. ‘Emerald,” several flights of
aeroplanes, and some seaplanes, which, by the way, were en
route to Australia from Great Britain. On nearing Bombay the
guard of honour arrived—the R.I.M.S. ‘Clive”’—and followed
the ‘Manela’ into the harbour, where royal salutes were fired by
the warships, which, in common with all other vessels lying at
their moorings, were covered with bright signal flags. The
ancient city itself was gaily beflagged, and the state entry,
through the gateway of India, was effected amidst great acclama-
tion of the populace.”

W. MANNERS (1922-25), from Mullaley, New South Wales :—

“I have tried all branches of farming except orchard farming.
I am at present engaged in sheep farming, and a very pleasant
occupation it is.

"I rise at about 5 a.m. and have my breakfast. Then I catch
and saddle my horse and ride round the sheep. There is a
certain type of fly called a blow-fly, which breeds in the hind
parts of a sheep or in its eyes or where any cuts or abrasions
are. [t leaves an egg that in time turns into a maggot about
three-quarters to one inch in length. This maggot then pro-
ceeds to eat away the flesh of the sheep, and if not checked kills
the sheep by blood poisoning. In order to prevent the sheep’s
death stock-riders carry a pair of shears in a pouch on the saddle,
and a ‘blown’ sheep, i.e., a sheep affected by blow-fly, is caught
and its wool is shorn away from that part. Then an effective
remedy is applied—a mixture of arsenical lanoline.

“If the horse one is breaking in is a very wild animal it may
take a day to run him into the horse-yards, and then perhaps it
may take an hour or two to catch him, for it requires a great deal
of patience, care and cunning to break in any horse. When the
horse tries to break loose after being caught, one is expected to
gently restrain him. When he is caught he is taught to be led.
He is then saddled and someone jumps into the saddle and does
his utmost to stop there. An ‘old-timer’ will always stay there,
but we ‘new-chums’ invariably come literally flying off.
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“There are unbounded opportunities in farming life out here,
only to get them one must be prepared to rough it, toil honestly
and hard, and save all money possible. As the most liberal
advances are made to emigrants when they start off, there is
no reason why a fellow cannot get on. The majority of
Australians are exceedingly kindhearted to all British settlers,
but they do detest the ‘Chows’ and Italians. Really you would
be surprised to see how an Italian can work. He goes like a
threshing machine all day long, and there are continual fights
between them and the ‘Aussies,” as they very foolishly refer to
the convict origin of Australians—a thing the Australian
strongly dislikes.”

W. J. CoopEr (1910-15), from the R.A. Mess, Peshawar :—

“I went over to Kenya and Uganda for leave this last hot
weather, and had a very pleasant time. [ got sixty-eight days’
leave, and this gave me exactly six weeks in Africa, and I hired
a Ford for the period and did a tour of most of the country
(Kenya), getting as far as Jinga on the Nile. T met a good many
ex-Gunners, and stayed on various wheat farms and coffee
estates for short periods, and was very favourably impressed
with the sort of life the average Kenya settler seems to lead.
I have a job now which takes me up the Khyber Pass to visit
various posts about three times a week. It is not a bad job,
but I was very sorry to leave my battery.

“I leave here to do two years inWazaristan in the near future,
but I hope to get some leave home before the end of this period.
We are getting the best of the weather in Northern India just
now—fine bright days with cold nights and very often some
frost—very healthy.”

ADDITIONS TO LIST OF MEMBERS.
* Life Members.
*Asupy, J. E. .. 1891-95 i PrumMMEeRr, A. W. 1924-27
Coates, F. R, .. 1923-27 | Ricuarps, E.C... 1918-24
*DApE, H. A. .. 1907-14 | Rupmiw, R. Cr =u. #1923-27

Danier, G. G. .. '1887-91 | Stewart, G.S. .. 1917-22
GILBERT, J. D. .. 1912-16 | *Saxpers, W. L. .. 1895-00
*Gourp, H. P. .. 1878-84 SANDERS, A. E, .. 1897-02
MaArTIN, M. J. .. 1917-23 | WorsDELL, K. G.  1922-27

Mitcaam, E. L. .. * 1914-18

Transferred to Life Members.
Harris, R. A. Havwes, T. J. G.

T S o S S W - R B e B e o e e B e B e B B M R A M M R W R MW R W W W OW O OW W e

IF YOU KNOW AN OLD BOY WHO IS NOT A MEMBER OF OUR
ASSOCIATION GET HIM TO COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING—

O1d FRoan Association

APPLICATION FOR ENROLMENT OR

RE-ENROLMENT
Name
Addyess
Years at School Sfrom to

Remarks (State whether keen on joining Sports Clubs, assisting
in Social Events, elc.).

Date

N.B.—The attached Subscription Form o Bankers’ Order should
be enclosed with this Form and sent to the Secretary, Mr.
W. J. Porter, Roan School, Eastney Street, Greenwich,
S.E.10.

SUBSCRIPTION FORM

Engiosed is as Subscription to

for
the O.R.A. for—
Life Membership .. £1 15 0
Ordinary Membership 3 6 per annum ( for the year ending
Under 18 Membership 2 0 R L April 30th, 192

BANKERS’ ORDER

Name of Society : OLD ROAN ASSOCIATION.
Name of Bankers : Messrs. BArcLAY, 27, Church Lane, Charlton,

To (Name of Bankers)
Please pay to the Bankers of the above Society—
(@) The sum of Thirty-five Shillings only.

(b) The sum of Three Shillings and Sixpence on receipt of this
Order, and a further sum of Three Shillings and Six-
pence on the First day of May in each year,

and debit the same to my Account.
(Please strike out either (a) or (b) and initial same).|  Please
Affix
Signat
R Twopenny
Address Stamp
Date




OId Roan Colours.

BLAZERS.

Light and Dark Blue and Green. <In the new
Blazer Cloth which is much superior to
flannel, the colours being woven through
out).

Supplied at present without Pocket Crest.
PRICE ; '&1! 17§ \6d.

Self-Measurement Forms supplied by Secretary, O.R.A.

POCKET CREST. PRICE: 2s.
SILK TIES. PRICE: 3s. 6d.
SILK SCARVES. PRICE: 12s. 6d.

BUTTON-HOLE BADGE.
In Enamel. PRICE: 1s.

All to be obtained through
The SECRETARY, O.R.A.,
Roan School, Greenwich.



