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FROM THE PRESIDENT...

It does not take much of a mathematician to work out
that if the Annual General Meeting is held in March
and, as I write, it is now November, that more than
half my year as President is over, and I am bound to
say I am enjoying the year very much.

In the summer I was pleased to attend the Service of
Commemoration on Founder's Day at St. Alfege's Church,
which brought back many memories and am looking
forward to attending Prize Day.

The first of the Association's two main annual events,
the Reunion Dinner, has been held and it was
delightful to see so many 0ld Roans take the
opportunity to meet old acquaintances. I was worried
about having to make the only speech I have ever been
called upon to make, but the warmth of the audience
was unsuppressed. It put me at my ease, demonstrated

I was amongst friends, and I thank those who attended
for their generous support.

Although details of the Dinner Dance will appear
elsewhere in this Newsletter I make no apologlies for
mentioning it here. The venue is the Harrogate Rooms,
Yorkshire Grey, Eltham, SE9 on 3rd March 1984. There
will be a large number of 0ld Roans present. Don't be
left out., Fill in the form and return it to our
Social Secretary now!

The Association is alive and well. There are only 4
English counties where we don't have a member, and
we are represented in 14 different countries by some
40 overseas members. Also there are many keen
volunteers taking on a variety of Jobs to keep the
Association and its affiliates operating. Not being
a sportsman, the more I find out about the Sports
Clubs the more I appreciate that a great deal of
work is being done. Thank you, not only those on the
committees, but also all who contribute some of your
time to keeping the wheels turning.

Whilst those of us who live near the Club can enjoy
the facilities there, the Association's first aim is
to develop links between all its menbers. The Reunion
Dinner and the Dinner Dance help, but these still
leave many members who are unable to attend. The
Chronicle and Newsletter are the voices we have to

communicate generally, and I hope you enjoy reading
them.

Merry Christmas,

Zogy Hanss
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NEWS FROM J.R!

In this brief report I will try to bend* your ear to
what has been happening in the school and keep you
abreast* of current developments.

As with all I.L.E.A. schools we are busy constructing
our policies on multi-ethnic education, sexism and
class discrimination. We are purposefully setting up
sub-committees specifically charged with planning
what we should or should not say, or do, or imply,

in our lessons. (We even have a sub-committee looking
into why we have so many sub-committees!)

It amuses me that our philosophers/leaders of the
I.L.E.A. wish to increase our work load despite
obvious manifestations that the whole system is
creaking under the strains imposed upon it by the
failures of a modern society. I will cite you an
example...

+eoeWhen I write University or College references I
have to note any circumstances that might explain
under-achievement, etc., "In this neck of the woods",
I write, "this student hails from a stable and
supportive two-parent family. I beg you not to let
this fact prejudice his/her application.”
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You may be forgiven for thinking that I jest.

("¥hatever is funny is subversive, every joke is
ultimately a custard pie'"... George Orwell - due for
a comeback next year... Quote from the Book
Marketing Council.)

The serious point I would like to raise is this. Do
you think schools can solve, sort out, remedy or
re-direct the trends and movements in society? For
instance, did any teacher, in your day, ever have
any influence on you, or your views, opinions or
development? This is a serious question - I refer
particularly to those issues of racism, sexism or
class. I want to know just how significant school
and teachers are. What I do know is that we work
harder as social workers, secular "priests(esses)",
and 1life support systems than ever before. Aside
from the occasional lessons, I spend most of my time
in my room, discussing with students and parent(s)
the awful pressures that this generation has placed
upon its off-spring. I only hope that the students
now at Roan do a better job than the current stock
of parents - as parents.

The incredible conclusion I have reached with the
current Sixth-Form (all 150 of them) is that most
are, in fact, normal, sane and ultra-conservative
(and Conservative too!). I am constantly impressed
with their confidence, resilience and worldliness.
BUT, the great sadness, to me, of a great number of
them, is their lost innocence. They have had to cope,
survive and adapt. I am impressed by their ability

to transcend their problems, was it always thus - or
am I being naive?

I would love to hear of your views on this highly
charged and sensitive issue.

Sadly, I must report on the death of Charlie Hill,
erstwhile Caretaker of Roan. He only enjoyed a year
of retirement. Alfie Knott represented the School at
his funeral.

The building alterations are almost finished and the
first comprehensive intake are about to take their
'A' levels (in 1984).

It will be a few more years yet before we overcome
all the traumas of the last seven years and become
confident of our new role. In those years to come we
will be trying even harder to bring to and inculcate
with tolerance and understanding our charges in this
ever-changing and threatening world.

Question: Is a School Cruise one that is aimed at us?

*1 use these words with gay* abandon on the off chance
that I will not be able to do* so in the future.

Gordon Brooks.

O.R. BRAITHWAITE CAMP 1984

The Hope Memorial Camp has
been booked for,the period
1st to 15th September 1984
(dates will be confirmed
in the Chronicle). All Old
Roans would be welcome.

You need not stay for the
whole fortnight; come for
a week or just a few days.

Details from Tony Slaney
or Alan Palmer, 42 Ellis-

combe Road, Charlton.




FROM THE SECRETARY,...

Rather than bore you with facts and figures about the
membership, I thought I'd take this opportunity to
mention a few 'Goings On' which may be of particular
interest to those of you who do mot live near enough
to participate in the various 0.R. activities.

Firstly, although already mentioned by Tony Slaney,
the Reunion Dinner in October was yet another very
successful evening. 151 members attended and we thank
Bill Wedge for accepting the invitation to be Guest
of Honour. i

It would be nice to think that a similar or even
greater number of people will attend the Annual Dinner
& Dance in March. The evening is always most enjoyable
and I can assure you it's good value - bring your
friends!

Subject to final confirmation, we hope to hold a Girls
Reunion 'Open Day' at Devonshire Drive on Saturday 1l4th
July 1984. Sadly this will be the very last opportunity
for us to gather in the building which holds so many
memories. The date will be advertised in the Chronicle
next June, but why not make a note of it now and try to
come along. We'll be pleased to see you. Remember, it
will be the LAST CHANCE WE WILL HAVE!

Reports from the sports clubs continue to be encouraging

and I need not say any more here. They are always
pleased to see spectators and 'new blood' in the teams
is also welcomed.

The committee meetings continue to be well attended

and the 'management' of 0ld Roan affairs is running
smoothly. At present, the Club committee are discussing
plans to completely refurbish the Bar area to provide

modern facilities to service the increasing popularity
of the Club.,

The 01d Roan Club tournaments in Pool, Darts, Cribbage
and Dominoes were held to coincide with Whitbread's
promotion "Pub Sports Olympics". *

Pool was won by Terry Chance and the Darts by Bryan
Coshell. In fact they played each other in both finals!
Terry also won the Dominoes but the Cribbage has yet
to be completed.

Terry and Bryan were joined by Tat Taylor and Terry
Tipler in representing the Club at the events area
finals. Although the team did not win, an enjoyable
evening was had by all. Thanks to everyone who took part.

Finally, with the last traces of their make-up barely
removed after the successful revue 'High Tide at
Greenwich', the Dramatic Society are already hoping to
stage two productions next year in the spring and
winter. One will be a 'stralght' play and the other a
revue/panto/old time music hall. We look forward to
them calling "Curtain up!"

P.S.

Some of you moved and didn't
let us know again!

Please let me have your
new address if you've
recently moved.

Thanks.




OLD ROAN CRICKET CLUB

The 1983 season was not a memorable one as far as results were
concerned, Indeed it was a poor season in that respect. The
Saturday Ist., XI after an initial flourish of three league wins
dropped down the Table to finish a disappointing 14th. Their

2nd XI counterparts fared better, ending up in 4th position, but
even their ever optimistioc skipper Graham Johnson would not wish
to claim 1983 as a season of triumph.

Peter Williams, who for so long has penned the epitaph to the
season's happenings, has regretably laid his quill to rest. In
such a disjointed season the two reports that follow are, to

one observer at least, a true reflection of the flavour and

state that 0ld Roan cricket currently finds itself in, For the
future I think it fair to say that whilst we may have the numbers
and possibly the enthusiasm, we are lacking the availability of
the quality players who can 1lift us out of the doldrums,

We look to all those who have the interests of 0ld Roan cricket
at heart to support the club during what we hope is a mere hiccup
in our development,

Sunday Ist XI

In terms of match results the XI did not have a succesful season,
However, in terms of what matters most - whether people enjoyed
their Sunday afternoons - I think it was very succesful, It was
a seagson of nail-biting finishes with a win or a loss possible
in the last over of 7 of our 12 games,

The most noticeable characteristic of the composition of this
years team was that it was made up of part-timers., Some of them
are very talented but playing only one day a week, in a season
shortened by a wet May, can make the game seem very difficult at
times, It was a team of newcomers and returning old hands, Of the
regular XI there were seven players who were not playing for the
side in 1982, It therefore took time to discover what people
could do, This meant that for the first half of the season there
was too much experimentation for the side to be sufficiently
competitive., But valuable lessons were learnt and put to good use.
Gradually, a team character and ability emerged.

It was our batting, which was consistently fragile, that
prevented us from getting into match winning positions. Only Nas
Khan and Graham Townsend could claim any success, Each scored
centuries and were the only batsmen to exceed 50 runs in a game

throughout the whole season! Unfortunately the gifted Nas could
only make a handful of appearances and a look at Graham's batting
provides an excellent example of how difficult it is, even for a
gifted batsman, to find real form in a season of only eleven games,
Dan Calnan consistently made valuable contributions at No. 3 but
needs to turn those 30's into 60's, Similarly, Terry Barry failed
too often when poised to play a captains innings. The major

-sufferers of too little cricket were the middle order, the soft

underbelly of our cricket. Mike Baxter, Ray Hutchins, Peter Ellis,
Roger Dale end Mike McGuiness must all have wished that they could
'go back and have another go' on their way back to the pavilion.

More time spent in the middle and more support from the first four
batsmen and the confidence will come back, The tentative prods

will soon become arrogant drivesl There are also the bowlers who,
given the right oportunities, could also make valuable contributione
with the bat. Graham Briscoe, Mark Squire, Brian Hamer and perhaps
John Bain are all capable of scoring 50's., There can be few number
elevens of the quality of Simon Perry.

For the first half of the season the bowling lacked balance. It
was over-dependent on Terry Barry and Mark Squire and lacked at
least two other bowlers who would provide both economy and wickets,
The return of Brian Hamer did much to fulfill these aims. He bowled
tightly and took wickets and for most of the semason was polite to
foe and 'friend' alike. Pride of place however goes to Mark Squire.
He is a genuine fast bowler and could develop into an outstanding
one, something missed in Old Roan cricket for the last 20 years

or so. (Come back Ron Parker - all is forgivenl). In addition
Mark's contributions to the humour and character of the side is
tremendously beneficial and helpful, Although Freddie Spink had a
disappointing season I am sure that the delight of becoming
William's dad more than made up for it.

Graham Briscoe bowled with much skill and proved that he can bowl
in Ist XI cricket. If he can realise how good he really is, he will
take & lot of wickets, The bowling of Ray Hutchins deserves mention,
It must be a record to take 7 wickets in the first game of the
season (v RACS) and then not take another for the rest of the season
Poor cataincy? Perhaps, but it was pleasing to see Ray back albeit
for only 6 gemes, John Bain looked as if he could make a name for
himself with either ball or bat. :

The fielding was excellent. Some great catches were held., Mike
Baxter with his enthusiastic fielding and willingness to take on
responsibility made him a real team man. The runs are bound to
return, Simon Perry's charming yet highly competitive wicket-
keeping set the standards for all of us in the field. It was nice



to be complimented on this aspect of our play in the bar afterwards Top of the batting was Del Baxter and his solid performances in
the middle of the order were always welcome, Simon came next., He

show that they can still do it and the youngsters out to show opened regularly, rarely failed, and played with ever increasing

. . confidence and comfortably scored more runs th y
how it is done. thanks for the tremendous support I receivedl W SHAE mgire none n
i My gﬁﬁ totalling 196. Les played well enough to suggest that he will do

even better as he develops his game. Matthew Hooker did little
Sunday 2nd XI with the bat, though against Southfleet he played a super knock
of 34 which very nearly won the game for us. However, he easily
topped the bowling again with an improved average and most wickets.

There is much to look forward to with older players anxious to

What a strange summer - we lost about 8 matches to rain yet the
other matches were nearly all played in beautiful, sunny weather.

We played 15 matches, won 3, lost 6 and drew 5 (one match was It was two of the older players who made the big difference to
abandoned). The wet start didn't really help people to find any our attack enabling us to actually bowl out the opposition! Dave
sort of batting form. However, when Ashford bowled us out for Bryden bowled well all season and took 19 wickets at less than 13
61 the fact that they lost 8 wickets getting them did indicate apiece. Spot (Spike to his captain) Hughes bowling left arm slow
the luck of the toss. medium was most useful as a stock bowler and took 13 wickets at
Against Blackheath Wanderers we got 200-8 thanks to Fritz's 56 ] under 14, Simon Hooker completed the regular bowlers also taking

and Graham Briscoe's 47* and we lost - their last pair scored 32 13 wickets at just under 15 runs each.

to win a great game, But scoring of this magnitude was a rarity. ] Phil Armstrong helped out with both bat and ball when he was
We were thrashed by Hayes but our finest hour came against available and 'Lucinda' Ganesh showed that his bowling cculd be-

Warlingham. On the way to the wicket their captain asked how we come very useful with just a little more control of length and
had got on so far this season and I said that we had won last line. Finally the skipper wishes to thank Les, Dave Armstrong
week (Nas Khan got 115 'retired hurt' and Griffin were bowled and 'Ditch' for getting the team together as well as Gary Baxter
out for 29) but we had lost three of the five games played so who helped out with various chores and was cheerfull all season
far, He called heads and said 'We'll bat! and proudly announced despite a rather indifferent year with the bat and ball,

that they had won all five of the games played and the smallest
margin was 106 runs., The track was a beauty and their opener, who
had scored 137* the previous, stroked Wally Wyton to mid-off,
Balls five and six produced wickets. They never recovered and

We do not yet have a great side but we do have the basis of a
useful 3rd XI - and one that it is a pleasure to be part of, We
should look forward to 1984 with confidence,

sucoumbed to 116 all out which we passed with five wickets down, MH
Roger Dale scoring an excellent 53. This proved to be Warlinghams Certainly not last!

only defeat of the season. | The facilities at the School Field

Keith Barron ended the season as top wicket taker despite having continue to be excellent. The club

started late in July and he bowled beautifully, Len Sales topped J are most fortunate in having the

the batting averages putting together three good scores in a use of the ground and our particular

thanks go to Cyril and Pat for their
efforts on our behalf. The ladies as
usual do us proud. In these days of

row - & consistency that was much needed, Terry Chance lost his
knack of bowling leg breaks but showed everyone that he could
bat - and even open.

VL equality it is wrong to think of
them merely as providers of the tea.
Stnday Zrd XI We like having you with us, it makes
Despite the truncated season the year was & memorable one, with our afternoons much more than just =a
6 wins 5 losses and 2 draws, It must be some time since the 3réds game of cricket.

won more than it lost. It was a good all round performance
greatly helped by the individual efforts of two batsmen - Simon
Hooker and Les de Hoog - and two bowlers - Dave Bryden and Spot
HughQSo
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| QUIZ

Following the success of the 'Searchword' in last
Year's Newsletter - won by Vic Slaney who kindly
donated his prize to Association funds - we offer
you another opportunity to test your wits!

The clues listed below will (we hope!) enable you
to discover the names of twenty towns in which
some of our members live.

eg: A marked town. - Scarborough.

Send your entry to: N. S. Haslam, 34 Heversham Road,
Bexleyheath, Kent, DA7 5BG to arrive no later than
14th January 1984. The first correct entry to be

! D
THE HARROGATE ROOMS' | axeim.prniis foccivens e R
E YORKSH|RE GREY 1. Arboreal septet. AVEN 0 AKCS (9 letters)
ELTHAM S.E'9_ 2. What came after silent films? 'f'J".'“"/ (7)

3. Wine shops do this., Tock FOR” (9)
L. An angry insect. CRoSBY (6)
' lCKE I S EIZ'OO f 5. Bellicose ecclesiastical st{:l}qi} re. (10)
6. Bun as a prize! i ',;«';'_ A (10)
7. A small mere. r'ﬂ (5)
8. No good taking anthracite here' JCATLE(Q)
BRING YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS! 9. A Gsgaging clevie. CoTTING pen)  (11)
10. The value of a dog's home? W =nic woaTH (10)
SEE ENCLOSED SUP 11. Creepy! RgwL2Y  (7)
12. Type of haircut. CNLEWE (5)
T AW, Y, AR I =) JL ST A o & 13. A humerous insect. WHITEY (6)
R S K e R S R LA B ok . b iy 14, Yhat happens when the verger doesn't pay the
The bar at the 0ld Roan Club didn't open the other 15, American drink. "g.;g ‘(3) electricity?(9)
night... 16. Former orifice. X MoATH (7)
17. A very sweet and dear town. /4. /. Tin (10)
Well, Everybody was sure that Somebody wguld do it. 18. Tease a church building?':f“\hﬁﬂﬂ“flrf (13) |
Anybody couid have cl;:u:'netit;1 :uthobody gtd it. 19. A watering place for suicidal rodents!(10,3)’ Hﬁ“${&ﬁi
Somebody got angry abou at, because was . : 1 bullding. SPA
Everybody's job. Everybody thought that Anybody could 20. Sheltered side of a rura uilding (8) RARNS L=V
do it, but Nobody realised that Everybody wouldn't do '
it It ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody when SAVE POSTAGE! Wh{ not 593? you;dentry Iig?ther
Nobody did what Anybody could have... with your dinner/dance slip!
12




NEWS OF OLD ROANS

1t is evident from the size of the poatbag that the Association
continues to fulfill it's primary function of keeping 0ld Roans
in touch not only with each other but also with their roots.
Virtually all the letters received ask that the writers regards
should be given to all friends and contempories and I am more
than happy to do this,

Tom Carter, for so long the head groundsman, writes from remote
Onewhero, New Zealand, where he lives close by his son Mike
Carter (48-55)., They share a Section (farm?) and a continuing
passion for football. Many will remember the teas that Ethel
and Tom prepared after home matches and Tom is pleased to see
that Vic Brooker is still keeping up the tradition. Tom has an
extensive collection of past Magazines which +he would be happy
to loan out to other O.R's 'down-under',

From Norway Geraldine Sorum (nee Hills) has written a long and
interesting letter in which she describes her attempts at skiing.
Needless to say she spent most of her time on her bottom, but

she did manage to win a bronze medal in a local race, Also
abroad is Claus Henning(52-59) who is on a 4 year tour of duty
in Berlin where he heads the British Council'!s Office,

Vivien Lackey (nee Page)(54-59) has moved to New Barnet where
her husband is vicar of St. James, Her sister Susan Sullivan
(nee Page)(64-69) is married with two children end lives nearer
home in Plumstead. Also news of Avril Greatorex (nee Ashfield)
who now has three children and has recently moved to Bexley.

Leo Trafford (27-37) a keen camper at Braithwaite in the early
days, recalls being present when the Memorial Stone was
unveiled by 'Bill' Potter in Easter 1933. He has since been
back on several occasion but never inside the camp. Ken Cornish
(29-34) would appear to remember Potter in a different light,
"When Mr, Potter replaced Hope as Headmaster he introduced a
new discipline: No access to the quads, walking along the
corridors in single file,no talking at the end of a lesson -
and with newly appointed prefects to support this strict regime.
It was quite a change from the noisy undisciplined routine of
the Antient's regime".

Peter Finch(69-76) has helped in tracing K.A. Brewer, They both
work for 'Queen and Chancellor' in the Customs & Excise at
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Orpington. Janet Brown(nee Bell)(65-72) studied economics at
Leeds University. She recalls the recent tribute to Mary
Jeffrey and remembers in particular two school journeys which
Mary led. The first was to Montreux in 1968, the second to
Aix-les-Bains in 1969. J.H. Hi11l(36-40) is now enjoying a very
full life at his new home in Herts, following a recent serious
operation.

Tony Rickson(57-64), the youngest of three brothers - Richard,
(49-54) a leading member of the ORDS and Geoff(54-61), a primary
achool head - is deputy editor of the Dover Express. In his
time Tony was a keen and very able performer with the 0.R.
football and cricket clubs. He wishes to take the credit for
introducing the novel idea that the Ist XI should all wear the
same coloured socks, This would reflect the more 'professional!
circles that the club was moving into. At cricket he recalls
letting through 33 byes(32 off Terry Barry) in a tour game on
the I.0.W. Many of his contemparies don't recall him being
that goodl

BBC's Radio 4 programme 'The Living World' was recently devoted
to a discussion between John Burton and Dennis Owen. Both were
at School just after the war and the most interesting programme
centered around their return, after some 35 years, to their old
natural history haunts, i.e. Blackheath, and the changes that
had occured to the flora and fauna in the intervening period.
Another O0.R. who we now see regularly on the 'box' is Steve
Riders If he isn't interviewing Tom Watson after the Open he is
playing second fiddle to Brian Moore on 'The Big Match',

David Guiver(62-69) is a co-pilot flying Tridents out of Heathrow,
mainly on the Shuttle services. Phil Simmons(71-78) is studying
Mechanical Engineering at the Polytechnic of Wales, Norman Hands
(35-40) was discovered by Stan Berry running the Nuthatch Cafe

in Moretonhampstead. G.S. Stewart(17-22) remarks that it is
pleasing to know that there are still some survivors of Form IVD,
notably Solkhon, Gosling and Porter.

H.C. Coe now lives in Derby. Having been 'Thatchered' in Civil
Engineering he is now working on computers for Rolls Royce. The
I.0.¥ Silver Jubilee tourists met up with Roy Hall at Arwaton
where he now lives, Philip Willson(62-69)is a keen 'radio ham'.
His call sign is G6GTC and he would welcome contact from other
O.R's of similar persuasion,
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Gordon Broughton (27-31) was one of & number of correspondents for
whom the 'Eastney Street Days' article in the last Chronicle
stirred memories, He recalls that the small tuck shop at the top
end of the street was & melee of clamouring boys three times a
day, There was a general belief that the owners of this thriving
business sold it on learning of the school's move to Maze Hill
and the purchasers were quite unaware of this departure of this
major source of trade! The Antient, Gordon recalls, had a large
collection of stuffed birds and enimals scattered throughout the
school. For the move to Maze Hill he would not entrust them to
the removal firm but pressed ganged pupils to carry them across
the Park. He handed me & 5ft. long aligator with the warning
"Don't frighten any females",

John Smith, a contemporary and great friend of Ernie Francis,
recalls that when his Division went into Bangkok to take the
Japanese surrender the sorrow of not seeing his friends name on
the lists of released prisoners., Ernie had been captain of the
1937 Ist XI Hockey team and & photograph of this team together
with others have been earmarked for the archives, John is now

in touch with Bill Wedge who visited the cemetry where Ernie is
buried,

Finally this year sees the closure of the Girls School at
Devonshire Drive, Arrangements are being made for former pupils
to make a nostalgic tour of the buildings snd details can be
obtained from the Secretary., We hope in the next edition of the
Chronicle to meke a feature of life at Devonshire Drive and
contributions from readers would be most welcome,

THE OLD ROAN
CLUB

TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM
THE FOOTBALL CLUG

OLD ROAN FOOTBALL CLUB

Readers of the last edition of the Chronicle will have been
heartened to learn that the Football Club is in such good heart.
With the 1983-84 season barely underway,(at least at the time of
writing) and therefore little hard news, the editor had the choice
of filling this page with a 'Page 3' shot of Steve Nelson or of
playing on the nostalgic memories of both past and present

players alike. Geoff Sawyer was given the unenviable task of
selecting his 'Best Post-War XI', His choice will no doubt set
tongues wagging and correspondence on the subject would be welcome.

(A R - NN NN N N N N N NN

Totally against my better judgement I've been drawn into helping
to select a 'Best Post-War 0ld Roan XI', I've recruited older
brains to cover the years before 1956 when my career started with
the Club.

The criteria is a players peak playing form for the Club but
ignoring his abilities before or after his membership. This
unfortunately excludes Joe Broadfoot, Brian Kinsey, Ian Thorpe
and a good few more who would have walked into the team in their
professional days but hopefully it will also start quite a lot
of discussion and controversy among current Club members,

Glen Aitken was barely getting himself fit in his brief stay but
certainly went on to better things., Jimmy Russon of the same era

| flattered to deceive and Paul Clements was one that 'got away!',

Alan Bonney really wasn't available enough to be considered while -
'twinkle toes' Bernard Collins might have found the going too
tough.,

Here is the choice (with no apologies for the 2-3-5 formation =
old habits die hard!)

TREVOR
ROE
DAVID BILL
HUTLEY BROOKS
PETER BOB BRYAN
DUFFIELD GRIMWOOD MARSH
CYRIL FRED BILL TONY DEL
DAVTIES JACOBS  BREWER RICKSON  DREHER

Perhaps we've been a bit biased against our present lst XI
squad who many believe is the strongest ever, but who knows,
in future years..ecssceccess
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Growing up and away -

Margaret Forster

PuyLLis WILLMOTT
A Green Girl

144pp. Peter Owen. £8.95.
0 7;& 0610 1

On September 14, 1933, Phyllis
Willmott left her Victorian terraced
house in Lewisham with its outside
lavatory and gas lighting to catch a
tram for Greenwich, where she
entered for the first time Roan School
for Girls, a grammar school. A simple
journey, but for her, as for so many
working-class children, as hazardous as
going up the Amazon.

Phyllis was “a. green girl” because
that was the colour of her uniform.
Purchasing it had been the first hazard
because %ﬂum tenaciously resisted
buying it at the official (expensive)
shop when its goods would be “no
different from what you get at Marks™.
But school itself held no perils — she
loved it, settled in well, made friends
easily. The dangers all lay at home.
Sharing the grammar-school ethos
made her an alien in her own family.
‘She corrected the family’s speech
because she' hersell had been
corrected. The tension grew over the
years and her work suffered, until she
only just passed Matric. Mum and Dad
waited expectantly to see what all this
meant. She herself wondered as she
worked in the Times Book Club in
Wigmore Street, half asleep with
boredom. Grammar school had raised
her aspirations and ambitions but left
them unfulfilled. In June 1939, she
gave notice, aged seventeen, and
moved to a bank. Then war began and
this slice of autobiography ends with
Phyllis joining a Bomber Command
unit as a weather girl.

A Green Girl is not as successful as
Growing up in a London Village, the
first book in which Mrs Willmott
described her childhood. But then
adolescence is much harder to deal
with, particularly when one is anxious.
.as this author is, to keep everything as
simple and light-hearted as possible.
Adolescence is neither simple nor
light-hearted and trving to make it so
leads to fatal understatement. Take,

for example, the crisis in sleeping
arrangements. Like many working-
class children, both then and now,
Phyllis had to sleep in her parents’
bedroom because of overcrowding.
Once she went to Roan it became
obvious that she was too old to be
doing so. Trying to sleep became
purgatory — “rustling noises, then a
regular creak of the springs. of the
double bed merged with the sound of
Dad's breathing which got heavier and
fiercer . . .". With her newly acquired
knowledge of what such sounds meant
she found all this hard to ignore, but
the real shock was not hearing Dad's
exertions, but hearing Mum say “That
little bitch is awake again!” This is the
kind of comment which does not fit
into this sort of gentle, uncritical
narrative. It needs explanation and the
distress it caused the author needs
expressing; if not, the fabric of her
“growing up”, which is what the book
is about, has big holes in it. To what
extent was the author alienated from
her family? How painful was this
alienation? And was it inevitable?

A Green Girl answers none of these
questions — guestions that arise quite
naturally in the reading of it. They are
important too, as Mrs Willmott almost
certainly knows; part of the attraction
of her books is that in them she is
covering largely uncharted territory.
Both in fiction and non-fiction the
experiences of working-class boys
who make the transition, through
education, from one class to another is
well documented: not so with working-
class girls. The burden for them was
greater. Boys were always admired for
wanting “to get on”. Girls were not.
They pulled. as Mrs Willmott pulled,
not just against different standards but
against a fundamental objection to
their leaving the home at all. The
grammar schools gave them their
chance and to understand why so few
of them were able to take it and use
it to its full potential (which Phyllis
certainly did not) we need to know
much more. Mrs Willmott could have
told us. But she has written, pre-
sumably, what she wished to write
and that is an amusing, sensible little
history of life as a grammar-school girl
in the 1930s. It is a compliment to her
skill that one is greedy for more.

(Times Literary Supplement, 21st Oct. 1983)
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Annual Dinner & Dance. 3rd March

Annual General Meeting. 30th March

Beating The Bounds. 19th April

Girls Reunion. *14th July

0ld Roan Braithwaite Camp. #1st - 15th September

* subject to
confirmation
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