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SCHOOL NOTES.

HE destinies of the School have been placed in the
) hands of a new Headmaster. We have welcomed
<S5l | Mr. Hope loyally as Headmaster and colleague and
W4 451 5‘5)?\.4 feel sure that the honourable traditions of the School
3;‘&::, €94 will be safe in his hands. He comes to us with a good
record as a scholar, and also and perhaps much more important,
with a high reputation as a man, and a man whose highest in-
terests are always those of the boys. His work at Manchester
and in other places is an earnest, we believe, of a long period of
successful endeavour here, and we hope that during the coming
years the reputation of the School and Headmaster will reach
higher and higher.

This number contains photographs of eight Old Roan Boys
who have died in their country’s service. ~We hope to publish
photographs of all who have fallen, in succeeding numbers.

The first photograph of a School team to find place in the
Magazine is given in this number. That the unique record of this
football team deserves this signal honour, will, we think, be
generally allowed.~

FOOTBALL.

The 1st Eleven has this year the proud record of having gone
through their list of matches without either a defeat or a draw.
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The teams met and beaten were :—Aske's (twice), 11—0,
8—2; Belvedere County (twice), 7—o, 9g—o; Crusaders (twice),
4—2, 5—1; Addey and Stanhope (twice), 15—1, 7—o0; Woolwich
Polytechnic, 8—2; Brockley Secondary, 11—o; Old Boys, 4 —o.

Played 11, Won 11; Goals: For 89; Against 8.

This success is due principally to the fact that practically the
same team played in every match. This, joined to keenness and
excellent captaincy, has set a standard for succeeding first teams
to reach.

Tue Team.

RaADFORD made some excellent saves on those few occasions on
which he was troubled. He is an excellent and reliable
goalkeeper, particularly good when tested at close quarters.

SmiTH, at left back, was the outstanding player in the defence.
His judgment, tackling and kicking were excellent, while
his characteristic headwork was remarkable. His dashing
play not only broke up dangerous movements of the opposing
forwards, but afforded excellent openings for his own front
line, especially against the Crusaders.

GLASSON, as right back, was a reliable colleague for Smith. His
tackling, judgment and kicking were rarely at fault. In the
second match with Crusaders particularly, he played a
magnificent game.

FranacaN did some excellent work as left-half, and saved well on
several critical occasions. He will be a much better half
when he can use his right foot to more advantage.

TeBBUTT played several excellent games at centre-half, his judg-
ment, tackling and kicking being good. He is inclined to be
rather too gentle in his methods, and could, with advantage,
cultivate a little more dash.

FrangLIN, right-half, played well in several games, but he mis-
kicks far too much.

Morris played anywhere in the half-back line. His defence was
good, his bull-like rushes successful, but the full effect of
his work was somewhat neutralized by the fact that his feed-
ing of his forwards was weak.

THREADER, at outside-left, used his speed to good effect, centred
well on the run and placed his corner kicks admirably.

BurNeTT did good work throughout the season at inside-left. His
speed enables him to give effective support both to his
wing man and centre. He controls the ball well and is
coming on as a goal getter.
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TuckrieLp, Captain, centre-forward and ‘¢ goal scorer in ordinary.”
He possesses a great turn of speed, has a most elusive
swerve, makes characteristic individual dashes for goal, and
combines with all this short and accurate passing to his
inside men.  His enthusiasm and personal magnetism have
to a large extent made the team.

Curistik, a clever forward, whose footwork was worthy of praise.
He and Tuckfield played with complete understanding
throughout the season, making many an opening for the
latter to score.

WiLLis was a spasmodic player, whose fine dashes on the right
wing were counterbalanced by poor centres. He must learn
to pass and centre on the run.

THE CADET CORPS.

The winter months are a time of somewhat limited activity for
the Cadet Corps. The short days and the uncertain weather give
few. opportunities for field exercises or for branches of training
which necessitate standing about. However, we have been making
good progress with our Company drill and have been very fortunate
in having very few parades interfered with by rain. C and D
Companies have come on splendidly and A and B will have to look
to their laurels. Steadiness on parade is still somewhat lacking,
and movements of heads and hands are too frequently noticeable.

A and B Companies have recently begun work in judging
distance and visual training, and with the coming of spring are
looking forward to many interesting exercises. The N.C.O.’s
class on Fridays is now a permanent institution and is doing good
work. Their latest subjects of instruction include Recognition and
Indication of Targets and Playfair Cipher.

In October we had a route march, but although we did not go
far it was dark before we got back to the ground, and many
cadets had to push their bicycles home. One cadet got lost in
crossing the Heath, but managed finally to reach home. One
parade was held on the School ground in November, but the chief
event in November was a Whist Drive held at the Borough Hall in
aid of our funds. A report will be found elsewhere in this issue,
but we wish to express our hearty thanks to all those who gave us
such excellent support and tg the Old Roan Association for their
valuable co-operation. We hope that a second Whist Drive, which
has been arranged for March 17th, will be equally successful.

In November also we had a visit from Lieut. Woods, who
gave the Corps a very interesting talk on Scouting.
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One day in the Christmas holidays about 140 Cadets turned
out for a day’s route march. We managed to get as far as Chisle-
hurst, but a persistent drizzle prevented any operations, and after
an hour’s rest for lunch we marched home again, damp but cheer-
ful. This term we have had one Battalion parade on the School
ground and have arranged three more. With the lengthening
days, one or two of these may become route marches.

The Ambulance and Signalling Sections are working steadily,
and the Band is going strong. Two more side drums are badly
needed, and we hope in time to add some bugles.

The following appointments and promotions have been made
this term :— Sergt. Colebrook, C Company, to be Orderly-Room
Sergt.; Band Corpl. Tebbutt to be Band Sergt.; Sergt. Ronald,
D Company, transferred to C Company; L.-Corpl. Jefferson to
Corpl. and appointed temporarily to act as Sergt. of D Company ;
L.-Corpls. Wiltshire, L. H. Lyon, Yeomans, H. Daniel and Hisee
to be Corpls.; Cadets H. K. Smith, Iveson and Adams to be
L.-Corpls.

A number of Cadets from the Recruit Squad were transferred
to Companies at Christmas, and the Quartermaster and Sergt.-
Major are now struggling with a new batch of recruits.

The rifles were thoroughly overhauled during the holidays,
and the result can be seen in the increased rate of progress which
is being made with the musketry course. A large number of
Cadets have completed the Preliminary Course and started on the
second part.

The number of small offences against discipline is much
reduced, but there are still too many. Most Cadets have now
learnt that the regulations respecting absence [rom parade are
meant to be obeyed, but there are some who have not yet realised
that to appear on parade without belt, or cap-badge, or with dirty
buttons, is a crime in the military sense of the word.
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ROLL OF HONOUR.

Additions, corrections, etc.

Arnold, L. W. (2nd Lieut.), R.G.A.

Ambler, H. L. (Lieut.), R.F.A.

Amey, N., Inns of Court O.T.C.

Benwell, A, J. (Sergt.), Canadian
A S.C.

Bonney, G., R.F.A.

Blatchley. J., 3rd Norfolks.

Cole, G. H. (Sergt.), zoth County of
London.

Conolly, L. M. S, N. (Lieut. and Adjt.),
Middlesex Regt.

Cooney, B. (Lce.-Corpl ), Royal West
Surrey Regt. (wounded Sept., 26th,
1915, and taken prisoner).

Cretchley, W. R. (Arm. Staff-Sergt ),
A.O.C. (wounded).

»4Croxford, E. A. B., Artists’ Rifles

(killed in France).
Collard, R. W, (2nd Lieut.), A.S.C.
Cooley, H., London Scottish.
Corderey, A. F., R.E.
Corker, R. J., R.A.M.C.
Davenport, L. J., z2oth County of
London Regt.
Dobbs, L. (Sergt.-Major), 8th Lond.
R.F.A

Edmed, W. W., Royal West Kent
Regt.

Elliot, E. G., Royal Engineers.

Goddard, S., Army Pay Corps.

Goodman, H., R.F.A. (T.).

Gordon, S. A., West Kent Yeomanry.

Goss, H. W., R.F.C.

Green, T. A., R.AM.C,

Grapes, E., A.S.C.

Grapes, G. (Lieut.), A.S.C.

Hudson, A. T. (2nd Lieut.), Durham
L.l

Hudson, R. J., A.S.C.

Hardy, E., R.A.M.C.

Harmer, J., 184th R.F.A,

Hatcher, W. J. (Lieut.), Royal Fusi-
liers (wounded at Loos).

»Hatcher, A. G., Queen’'s Westmin-

sters (killed in France).
Hickman, K. W, (Gapt.).
Hickman, (Corpl.), zoth Canadians.
Howard, H. A. H., R.A.M.C,
Howard, W. G.,Queen's R. W. Surrey.
Huntley, T. R., 26th Royal Fusiliers.
Jacobs, W. J., London Electrical En-
gineers ( i L =).

Kelsey, D. H., zrd Q.R.W. Surrey.

Knoott, D. J. V. (znd Lieut.), 2oth
County of London Regt.

Lewis, 5. H. (Capt.), 3rd Royal West
Kent Regt.

Lyon, H. D. (Sergt.), 1st Surrey
Rifles.

Leonard, L. G., Royal Flying Corps.

Lowden, A. F., Queen’s Westminsters.

Land, W. (Corpl.), Army Pay Corps.

»McClure, A. R., zoth County of Lon-

don Regt. (killed in action).
Mills, B., Royal Flying Corps.
Me¢Nicol, D., 3/15th London Regt.
McKinnon, R., London Scottish.
Nicholas, H., R.E,
Oakley, G. McD., 2/i5th London
‘Regt.
Orme, H. W, (Bomb.), R.H.A.
Oborn, H., Transport Service.
Pringle, E. (Lieut.), R.A.M.C.

MaRowe, D., R.A.M.C. (died of dysen-

tery in Dardanelles).

Roach, J. H., Queen’s Westminsters.

Robbins, S. A. (znd Lieut.), rgqth
Royal Fusiliers.

Richards, B., 3/15th London Regt.

Raven, H., 2oth County of London
Regt.

Smith, G. J. (Midshipman), R.N.R.

Smith, E. H., East Anglian R.E.

Stone, J. G., Liverpool Scottish
(wounded).

Stone, C. (Lieut.), A.S.C.

Swann, A, E,, R,F.C.

Thomas, C. (Sergt.), 4th London
R.F.A.

Thomas, G., Royal Navy.

Willis, W. F, (Lieut.), oth C.M.R,

Weaver, H. ]J., Kent (Fortress) En-
gineers.

Whittaker, —., A.O.C.

Wheeker, C. C., Queen's West-
minsters.

Webb, S. M. (2nd Lieut.), Leicester-
shire Regt.

Wise, T. J., A.O.C.

Woolley, H. R., Artists’ Rifles.

Woolley, W., Queen’s Westminsters,

Williams, F. A. (Corpl.}, 4th Cana-

dians.
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OLD BOYS WITH THE FORCES.

Lieut. H. A. Dapg, R.F.A., left England in December for
Egypt.

Lieut. H. W. DanieL, 14th Middlesex, has now recovered
from his wounds and is with his battalion at Shoreham. He called
at the School on his return from Ireland, where he had been for a
course in range-finding. (The Editor apologises to Daniel for
being unable to spell his name correctly [?] in the last Mag. list.)

Lieut. F. C. WEsTERN, who returned from ]ohann.esl?urg_tojoin
the Inns of Court O.T.C., has received a commission in the
Cambridgeshire Regiment.

Lieut. R. J. Kavg, Cornwall R.G.A., is now stationed at
Drake’s Island, Plymouth. He is an enthusiastic member of the
0O.R.A., and attends the functions whenever possible.

Lieut. W. F. WiLLis has returned from Canada with the gth
C.M.R., and is now stationed at Bramshott Camp, Hants.

Lieut. L. W. ArNoLD has received a commission in the R.G.A.
He has recently returned from Penang, where he was engaged as
a schoolmaster.

Capt. E. S. DURLING, of the 7th York and Lancaster Regt., has
paid us two or three visits during the past year. Having been for
three years a member of London University O.T.C., he received a
commission at the outbreak of the war; and that he has shown
himself a capable officer is proved by his rapid promotion. He
spent some time at the Front last autumn and was invalided home
with neuritis and a captaincy. We understand that he is expecting
to return to the trenches soon.

Capt. C. W. CLourt is at the Front with the 1/20th County of
London Regt., of which he is now Adjutant. Dame Rumour has
it that he is a most capable officer and very popular with his men.

Lieut. H. C. WarMiNcTON, 18th Durham L.I., visited the
School after many years. He was much interested in the progress
the School had made in all kinds of sport and promised us a trophy
for the next Annual Sports. He also joined the O.R.A. as a Life
Member. Will others please note these two useful precedents?

Lieut. W. S. Harcuer, Royal Fusiliers, was wounded in the
leg at the battle of Loos. He had previously had experience at the
Front in the London Rifle Brigade, and has now become an oi’ﬁcgr
in the regular army. He told us the sad news of the death of his
brother, A. G. Hatcher ( ), of the Queen's Westminsters.

R. G. MEAGER ('08-'0g) has had, since leaving school, a most
adventurous career in all parts of the world, Lately he has been

e ——
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serving on one of H.M. transports, but not finding this exciting
enough is applying for a commission in the Royal Naval Air
Service.

H. S. BErry surprised us by appearing at School in the uni-

form of the Gordon Highlanders. He was thoroughly enjoying his
training in Scotland.

H. F. BackHouse is a corporal in the R F.A., and has
been seven months at the Front. When we recall his cycling
exploits on Maze Hill we are not surprised that he makes light of
the comparative safety of an artillery gun-pit.

T. J. Epwagrps, who was still in training when he visited the
School, has been engaged as a mining prospector in N.W. Canada.
He comes of an adventurous family, for another brother is in
Burmah.

H. D. Lyon, 1st Surrey Rifles, has recently been promoted
Sergeant, and is now undergoing a course of instruction in
musketry at Hayling Island.

A. W. Lvon (Corpl.), R.E., who has been six months at the
Front, is now in a Base Hospital at Rouen, suffering from an
injured knee.

H. W. OrME is a Bombardier inthe R.H.A. He is at present
engaged in the R.G.A. Records Office at Dover.

We received a visit a few days ago from Lieut. H. L.
AmBLER, R.F.A., who was home on leave from the Front.
Reminiscences of the days when Ambler was—well, Ambler—were
recalled, and everyone was delighted to see him looking so fit.

Corporal L. C. SmvpsoN and L.-Corpl. E. H. CHAPPELL (20th
London) have visited us also.  If the war lasts much longer some
of the Old Boys will have grown out of all recognition, so stalwart
and hearty do they look.

F. A. HurN, who has joined the Royal West Kent Regt., has
had many interesting experiences in Nigeria.

H. T. BawpeN has been nine months at the Front with the
A.O0.C. We were pleased to see him looking remarkably fit when
he visited the School.

S. H. Lewis has been mentioned in despatches.

Colonel J. ATKINS, M.B., F.R.C.S., A.M.S., has been appointed
C.M.G

Corporal H. D. Crawmrion, whose photograph we reproduce
on another page, was mentioned in Sir Ian Hamilton's despatches.
The following account is from the ‘‘ Berkshire Chronicle” :—*‘‘ The
late Corporal H. D. Champion, A Squadron, Berkshire Yeomanry,
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was recommended for the splendid way in which he led his section
and for killing five Turks single-handed. He safely reached the
trenches at the top of the hill on the evening of 2ist August, but
was shot in the forehead as he turned round to go back with
Sergeant Batten (since wounded) to pick up a few stragglers. He
was a very keen soldier and a thorough sportsman. His comrades
feel his loss deeply, but are proud to think he died a hero. He was
the only son of the late Major H. E. Champion, A.S.C., and of
Mrs. Brander, and was educated at the Roan School, Greenwich,
and was a draughtsman in the War Office until August 14th, when
his regiment was mobilised.”

Of the 30 boys who joined the School in September, 1907,
and were put into the old Remove A form, nearly all are
serving with the colours. The following are some of them :—
C. Ashdown, W. Banfield, E. Barley, G. H. Bulford, F. D. Butler,
B. Byron, W. H. Cook, A. ]J. Crichton, H. A. Dade, ]J. S. Ham-
mond, D. H. Kelsey, S. E. Lamb, R. F. Meader (killed in action),
R. O'Donoghue, ]J. Reynolds and F. C. Western.

Old Boys will be interested to know that at Christmas a parcel
of good things was despatched by the Staff to O.R's who are
interned in Holland. A letter from Jeffkins tells us they are making
the best of a somewhat dreary time and keeping in good health and
spirits.  Jeffkins’ address is: 2529 Hawke Battalion, R.N.D.,
Internment Depot, Groningen, Holland.

The Staff also despatched a sum of money to the Bureau de
Secours aux Prisonniers de Guerre to provide S. E. Squires (prisoner
at Doberitz) with a weekly loaf.

If any Old Boy is anxious to communicate with Squires or to
send anything to him, Mr. Llewellyn will be very glad to furnish
particulars as to the method, addresses, etc.

Lieut. F. W. HamiLton, 8th Royal West Kent Regt., died of
wounds in France on March 3rd, i916. He was sitting in his dug-
out on February 27th when news was brought to him that one of
his platoon had been sniped. He went to see this man, but before
he had gone thirty yards was also sniped, receiving a wound in
the throat from which he died after an operation.

S. T. Buck (O.R. '87-'93) has been promoted Captain in the
8th Batt. Royal Sussex Regt. (Pioneers). A message which he
sent to Mr. Potter was received just too late to be read out at the
Annual Dinner. Capt. Buck served in the South African War,
and has had a long Cadet Corps and Territorial experience.

E. S. Nun~ (Armoured Car Squadron, R.N.D.) was at Suvla
Bay, and has also done some Arab-chasing in Egypt.
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PRIZE -GIVING.
The Prizes were distributed this year by Sir Frank
Dyson, F.Rr.s. (Astronomer Royal).
List of Prizewinners :—

Form I. —H. F. Finch, E. F. Hobson, ]J. Cartwright, A. G.
Mace.

Form II.—A. W. Howse, |. Y. White, H. O. Lockstone,
W. E. Smith.

Forwm III.—S. Hewetson, T. S. Bailey, W. A. D. Pritchard.

Lower IVc.—H. J. Duggin, A. D. Hewlett, L. T. Bartholo-
mew, H. A, Strutt.

Lower IVe.—T. F. Burns, E. A. Hunt, F. J. Jarvis, A, E. W.
Bright, F. Morris. ’

Lower IVa.-—A. Escott, H. K. Smith, F. W. Ward, E. A.
Muzzelle.

UppEr 1Vc,—E. Terry, H. C. Clark, W. C. Perkins, G. L.
Metz.

Upper 1VB.—A. C. Pickrell, A. W. Vickery, R. C. Collett.

Upper IVa.—F. G. Conolly, F. Moscrop, G. H. Isaacson,
L. F. C. Gardner.

SeeciaL V.—G. H. Lee, W. E. Finch, W. J. Howard, E:C.
King.

Form V.—H. Brown, A. J. D. Ronald, L. H. Purton, A. S.
Dellar.

Form VI.—A. H. Meux (Scripture and History), D. M. Tuck-
field (Mathematics), A. T. Tebbutt (Mathematics), F. R. Cowell
(Science and French), P. L. Blackman (English), E. G. Wilson
(Geography).

‘““ BaAroN " MEewmoriAL Prizes.—F. R. Cowell (first), W. ]J.
Hocknell (second). d

‘“ BRookE LAMBERT "’ MEMoRrIAL Prizes (given by E. Pascoe
Williams, Esq., J.p.).— G. F. Franklin (first), N. L. Smith (second).

EncrLisH LiTERATURE PrizEs (given by G. Darnatt, Esq.).—
G. F. Franklin (first), W. J. Cooper (second).

“ViNiNG " MartuemaTicAl Prize (given by A. S. Vining,
Esq., O.R.).—N. L. Smith.

Prizes ror GENERAL KNOWLEDGE.—Senior: F. R. Cowell (first),

P. Sands (second); Junior: J. N. Sharrock (first), C. J. Sweeney
(second).
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Reaping anp EvocutioNn Prizes (given by A. S. Vining,
Esq., O.R.). —Senior : F. E. Jefferson; Junior: A. J. Thorn.

DEBATING PriZE (given by W. Forrest, Esq., O.R.).—W. ].
Cooper.

WiNNER OF Roan ExuiBition (£30 for Three Years).—G. F.
Franklin.

Prize presented by the Old Boys' Association to the best all-
round boy in Scholarship, ZXsprit-de-Corps, Athletic and Manly
Qualities.—D. M. Tuckfield.

ART AND HanDWORK Prizes. —I, E. C. Loe; 11, J. Y. White;
111, W. F. G. Smith; Lower IVc, E. Hill; Lower IVs, J. H.
Osborne; Lower 1Va, H. K. Smith; Upper IVc, D. W. Freemantle;
Upper 1VB, G. Vignaux ; Upper IV, F. Conolly.

InTER-HOUsE CHALLENGE SHIELDS.—Cricket, Wolfe House;
Captain, N. L. Smith. Swimming, Nelson House; Captain, E. W,
Lee. Athletic Sports, School House; Captain, D. M. Tuckfield.
Cross Country Running, Wolfe House ; Captain, G. H. Threader.

SwimminGg CLuB Prizes.—One Length (under 13 years), R, W.
Evans. One Length Scratch Race (under 14 years), L. J. Parsons.
One Length Scratch Race (under 15 years), D. W. Flanagan. Two
Lengths Scratch Race (under 14 years), L. ]J. Parsons. Two
Lengths Scratch Race (under 13 years), G. H. lsaacson. Two
Lengths Scratch Race (open), E. W. Lee. Junior Team Race (one
length), for ** George Carpenter’ Challenge Cup: School House,
W. G. Burnett, W. A, Penniall, A. H. Pickering, O. Humphreys.
Senior Team Race (two lengths), for ** Dinwiddy " Challenge Cup:
School House, W. ]J. Cooper, R. Wagner, P. H. Hunt, D. M,
Tuckfield. 100 Yards Scratch Race, for Silver Challenge Cup and
Championship of the Club, E. W. Lee.

ScHoLAsTIC SUCCESSES oF Pupies, 1g15.— University of London
Matriculation and Senior School Examination, July, 1g15: P. L.
Blackman, J. H. C. Byrnes, F. G. O. Colebrook, . R. Cowell,
W. W. Drayn, L. T. Hoare, W. J. Hocknell, H. N. Manley, A. H.
Meux, T. P. Spiers, E. G. Wilson. G. F. Franklin has won a
Drapers’ Company’s Exhibition to be held at Cambridge University,
and has also been awarded an Exhibition at King’s College, Cam-
bridge. W. J. Cooper has been successful in the examination for
admission to the Roval Military Academy, Woolwich.




e

H. J. TRITSCHLER. H. D. CHAMPION.
Killed in action April 26th, 1915.

Died of wounds received in action,

September 27th, 1915,

E. S. MACE. A. M. PEMBERTHY,
Killed in action September 26th, 1915. Killed in action October 15th, 1915.

; B
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F. G. ROWELL.
Killed in action July 6th, 1915.

¥

! :
i R. T. STORER.

Killed in action April 26th, 1915,

JOHN PARKER.

Died of wounds received in action,

July 21st, 1915,

R. F. MEADER.
Killed in action September 30th, 1915,
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OLD ROAN ASSOCIATION.
President: W. ). PorTEr, Eso., M.A., Roan School.
Hon. Secretary: MRr. S. R. Ducker, Roan School.
Hon. Treasurer: MR. A. HunTLEY, 1 Delacourt Road, Blackheath.

Hon. Recreation Secrefary :
Mg. S. J. Apy CroucH, 10 Humher Road, Blackheath.

Since the last Magazine was issued the Association has main-
tained its activities by carrying through three social events, of
which detailed accounts appear below. The members are to be
congratulated on their determination to keep the lamp of the
Association burning in these troublous times. It is with great
pride that we have welcomed to these gatherings several Old Roans
who have been able to get a brief respite from their military duties.
In this connection too, we may remind all those Old Boys who may
read these notes that a hearty welcome always awaits them when-
ever they have time to visit the old School. We have had many
such visitors who have told us of their life in camp and at the
front, and we can assure them that if it gives them pleasure to
revisit the scenes of their boyhood, we are more than glad of the
break in the inevitable monotony of school life which their presence
affords us.

It was stated in the last Magazine that the Association was
about to make a big effort to increase its membership. A copy of
the Magazine was sent to all who had been members of the
Association at any time, with an appeal for the renewal of their
subscriptions.  The result of this appeal was not so good as had
been anticipated, for the response has barely paid the cost of the
Magazines sent out. However, two further reminders are to be
sent to the laggards, so that perhaps the experiment may eventu-
ally justify itself. The Secretary is most anxious to secure a much
larger membership, and would be glad of assistance from those
who are already members, in recruiting others. He is continually
being asked the question, ‘* What must I do to join the Associa-
tion ?” To this there is only one reply, for the Association does
not prescribe mystic rites or solemn ceremonial as a fitting test for
membership, and that is, ** Send along your subscription.” If we
are to make the ASsociation worthy of the School we must have a
much larger membership. The Committee looks to a brighter
future when the Association may have a real influence in all that
pertains to the School. We have visions of the Association holding
out its helping hand to any O.R. in trouble and of older members
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giving the necessary start in business to those younger boys who
leave the same school. -

As this is only the fifth year of the Association’s existence it
has been found exceedingly difficult to get into touch with past
generations of Old Boys. But we have a small band of stalwarts
who are keenly interested in the welfare of the Association, and
should be glad to add to their number. We areat present engaged
in making lists of addresses of those who have never been members
and hope to start a recruiting campaign very shortly. In one way,
the war has given a fillip to the Association, for we have secured
many addresses, especially of those serving with the colours, and
in addition, we are most grateful to our President, who has gently
reminded Old Boys applying for the signing of commission forms
that a graceful way of returning thanks is to join the Association.
Another point of interest is that we have now started a visitors’
book so that we may have a permanent record of those who visit
the School.

The Secretary would be glad if members would volunteer to
assist in getting out lists of addresses from the School records. A
series of meetings could easily be held at the School for this
purpose. Private lists would also be welcomed as well as offers of
assistance in hunting up possible members in particular neighbour-
hoods.

[Since these notes were written the first reminder has already
been sent out and has brought in a good number of subscriptions. |

The following Old Roans have joined as Life Members this
season :—J. R. Allison, L. H. Brading, Major E. Ball, A. R. Baker-
Beall, H. W. Smart, Lieut. L. C. Warmington. Will others please
follow their example ?

We have received a long letter from Keith Wiles (‘os-'10),
who has settled down in Canada after a somewhat adventurous
career. He retains many pleasant memories of the old School.

The following Old Boys have visited the School during this
term:—H. L. Ambler, H. T. Bawden, C. T. A. Bethell, E. H.
Chappell, G. S. Curry, E. S. Durling, W. J. Hatcher, C. W. C.
Hale, T. R. Huntley, A. Hiscock, W. J. Jacobs, H. R. Knight,
A. F. Lowden, H. L. Palmer, F. R. Pierce, C. S. Roberts, R. W.
Skinner, H. Skinner, L. C. Simpson, H. S. Thomas, M. Watt.

ANNUAL DINNER.

The fifth Annual Dinner of the Old Roan Association—of
“QOld Boys” of the Roan School, Greenwich—was held at the
Ship, Greenwich, on December 11th, 1915, when a company of 73
sat down, included being Mr. W. ]. Potter, m.A.—Acting Head-
master of the School and President of the Association—who was in
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the chair, Mr. T. R. N. Crofts, M.A. (the late Headmaster), Messrs.
Donald MecCall, 5.p., E. Pascoe Williams, J.p., A. S. Forrest and
W. Forrest (Vice-Presidents), Messrs. W. A. Allen, J. Amesbury,
C. E. Binns, A. P. Corderey, S. R. Ducker (Hon. Secretary),
C. W. Godfrey, A. C. Horth, J. Jackson, J. W. Kirby, G R
Parker, W. W. Poyser and P. Selver (members of School Stalff),
Messrs. S. J. A. Crouch (Recreation Secretary), A. Huntley (Hon.
Treasurer), T. G. Ellison, G. H. Kempand B. D. Stanley (members
of Committee), Sergeant G. H. Bulford (Canadians), Messrs, L. S.
Bell, A. T. Bellord, F. C. Bryan, H. W. Bushbridge, C. C. Cabban,
F. Catt, A. G. S. Clark, F. G. Collman (Artists’ Rifles), W. J.
Cooper (Royal Military Academy), E. A. Crisp, J. W. Cross,
A. Cummings, H. Driscoll, T. |. Drysdale, Captain E. S. Durling
(York and Lancaster Regiment), E. G. Elliott, G. Franklin, G. F.
Frankling, J. A. L. Goodwin, J. Hendley, E. H. Hounsell, W.
Howard, E. W. Judge, H. L. Ivatts, A. G. Jackson, L. N. Kemp,
W. B. Kemp, H. R. Knight, G. H. Lee, E. McQueen, H.
McQueen, B. Mills, A. D. Reid, J. H. Roach, A. A. Robinson,
C. E. ]. Robinson, H. B. Rolfe, A. W. Rush, B. W. Rush,
T. Thorne, W. W. Sayer (Royal Flying Corps), B. D. Stanley,
W. G. Stanley, R. S. Stokes, A. Swann, E. G. Wall, W. L. T.
Webb, E. G. White, Capt. E. S. B. Russell (A.S.C.), Lieut.
R. H. W. Roberts (Royal West Kent Regiment), Lieut. H. W.
Daniel (Middlesex Regiment).

“ His Majesty's Forces” was given by Mr. E. Pascoe
Williams, who said that never in the history of the country had
this toast been honoured so sincerely and with such gratitude as it
had during the present terrible war.

Response was made by Lieut. Russell, who expressed his
pleasure in the fact that so many of the * Old Boys " were serving.

The toast of the guest of the evening was given by the
President (Mr. Potter), who said:—‘‘ In proposing the health of
Mr. Crofts, our Founder and first President, I find myself in a
position of much honour and no little difficulty. The difficulty
consists in conveying to Mr. Crofts, in a fitting and adequate
manner, the warmth of our regard for him—a regard founded not
only on gratitude but on profound esteem—without bringing the
blush of startled modesty mantling to his brow. There is no
doubt that the genus ‘Headmaster’ includes many pachyder-
matous animals, so protected by layers of scholastic dignity,
importance and aloofness that they are proof alike against praise
or blame, and who have forgotten all human emotions except
anger, which the schoolboy knows is only too easily aroused. We
know, however, that Mr. Crofts belongs to quite a different species.
He still retains his modesty, and his interests are not confined
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within the narrow limits of school, but touch life at so many points
that we find in him that rare and ready sympathy of which we have
all felt the charm and which is, I believe, the great secret of the
tremendous influence his personalty exerts. But it is especially
as the Founder of this Association that we are celebrating Mr.
Croft’s presence here to-night. No one was found with sufficient
energy and determination to overcome the obstacles to its inception
until Mr. Crofts took the matter in hand. Originally light and
leading came from the East, but in this instance History conbtradicts
herself. You can imagine Mr. Crofts, in the remote fastnesses of
Merchant Taylors’, learning with horror that a benighted but not
unimportant school in the far East was without an Old Scholars’
Spmety. I'o remedy this at once became the dearest object of his
life. It was necessary that our Founder should be Headmaster of
the Roan School.  Mr. Crofts forthwith assumed that office. It
is necessary to have a flourishing school if you are to have a
vigorous Old Boys’ Association, and Mr. Crofts saw to it that the
Roan School did flourish. Whatever harsh things may be
said about schoolmasters as a class it can probably be more truly
said of them than of any other body that ‘their young men see
visions and their old men dream dreams.” T am sure the vision of
a large, virile, active society of Old Boys was constantly before
Mr. Croft’s eyes, and that in the misty future he will dream with
satisfaction of the early days of this Association, then grown out of
knowledge in dignity and usefulness, and of the important part he
played in its formation.
_ ‘*The mention of dreams reminds me that I had a curious dream
a little while ago not unconnected with the subject of this toast. I
dreamt that Mr. Crofts was conducting me through the Elysian
ﬁel'ds, and that while there I had an opportunity of comparing my
guide with some of the Immortals whom we met. You may like to
hear the results of this comparison. Mr. Crofts need not feel
alarmed, for it turned out in every case to his advantage. But first
allow me a slight digression on the subject of dreams to account
for mine, lest you should think that I have invented it merely for
the purposes of this speech. Dreams, then, are either physiological
or psychological in their origin. Take that well-known one in which
you find yourself falling, from animmense height, down, down, till
just as you imagine you must be dashed to pieces you alight gently
on your bed. Suppose you want to repeat that experience. Say
you contemplate joining the Royal Flying Corps and wish to
become thoroughly innured to the sensation, all you have to do is
to consult a medical specialist and he will tell you exactly what to
take—for supper.
“ My dream on the other hand belonged to the second class. In
the morning 1 had been reading Tennyson’s ‘Dream of Fair
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Women’ and musing on the lucky people who had visited the
Lower Regions. I had spent the whole of the afternoon inspecting
the spacious grounds which surround Mr. Croft’'s present school
and had discussed with him their potentialities as a golf course.
Before retiring 1 had read in some anecdotes of Gladstone that this
great man throughout his long life never got out of bed willingly in
the morning or into it willing at night, and had fallen asleep with
the comforting reflection that there were at least some elements of
greatness about me and that 1 would try to find more in the morn-
ing. I dreamt that I was standing with Mr Crofts on the gloomy
shores of the river Styx among the shades waiting to be ferried
across, and that he was explaining what an excellent carry the
river made for the first hole on the Elysian Course. * Of course
you must use a floater,’ he said, ‘and if you muff it, old Charon
will only be too pleased to fish your ball out for an obolus.’

« Eneas of old secured his passage across the river by present-
ing the magic golden bough to the surly boatman. Mr. Croft’s
plan was equally effective. He produced a niblick from beneath
his gown and showed it, in a persuasive way, to Charon. Once
across, we arrived at the Elysian fields without adventure. Here
the golf became more park-like, but my attention was arrested by
an imposing form, bearing a laurel wreath and dressed in a toga,
much the worse for wear; there were numerous large rents in it.
It was Julius Caesar. He was soliloquising thus. ‘ I'll ask Cicero
—no Kikero, oris it Tchitchero! Well anyhow I'll say, ‘¢ Look
here, old fellow, what was it | réally used to say? Was it veni,
vidi, vici or wane, wede, weke ?”’ He made off, and I recalled how
Ceesar, ashamed of his premature baldness, had obtained permission,
by special Act of Parliament, to wear his laurel wreath on all public
occasions. Then gazing on the thick and raven locks of our guest,
I said, ¢ How much more fortunate are you than the illustrious Ceasar.
For when in Hall, you gracefully don or doff your academic cap
—simple actions but fraught with deep significance and well under-
stood by the attentive throng as conveying, ** Tarry a little, I have
somewhat to say unto you,” or, ‘‘ Depart now ! to your rooms, (@)
Scholars”— you can do so without feelings either of self-conscious-
ness or physical discomfort.’

« We walked on and presently espied in the distance a somno-
lent figure, in what appeared to be a richly-coloured Oriental robe,
reclining beneath a shady tree, Omar Khayyam, I thought, and
was repeating softly :

¢ A book of verses underneath the bough,
A loaf of bread, a jug of wine'—
when, on nearer approach, I perceived the robe was in fact a tartan
plaid and the supposed jug a bottle of nectar. It was Robbie
Burns, a hero of that great nation which has appropriated, for its
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patron saint, St. Andrew, one of the Twelve, and the only one you
will remember who knew where to find the loaves and fishes. I
was surprised to find him there so soon, for in addition to certain
moral obliquities, he had committed the further crime of writing
poetry, and aggravated his offence by writing in Scotch. Turning
to our guest | said, ‘Though we cannot acquit you on the charge
of compounding verse, yet this much we can urge in your favour,
you have at least confined yourself to the intelligible languages :
English, French, Latin and Greek.’

““We were destined to have one more encounter. Seated in a
bosky glade we came upon a form of noble mien, poring upon a
book, on the title-page of which could be descried the name, Durning-
Lawrence. Shakespeare, I thought, intent upon his favourite
study of the law., We heard him speak. ¢Bacon, indeed !
Well, perhaps Ham/le/ does suggest a /i#tle bacon. But it would
have served them right if I had been born a German.” He closed
the book and strode away muttering angrily. See, I mused, what
a capricious thing is Fame. This man, Shakespeare, is universally
acclaimed, yet he never succéeded in making 50 runs in the Roan
School Boys against Masters match. I turned to impart this pro-
found thought to Mr. Crofts, and saw him hurrying in a rapid but
not undignified manner towards an ivory gate some way off. He
passed through and closed it carefully behind him, apparently
oblivious of a strange animal that was bounding joyously towards
him. I was sorry he had not noticed it for I felt it would have
repaid his close investigation. Though like a dog, it had three
heads— an unusual number—and its neck bristled with serpents.
The creature sat down at the gate with disappointed but eager
looks upon its triple countenance. [ decided not to follow Mr.,
Crofts immediately but to try and obtain a more extended view of
the landscape, and was endeavouring to climb a neighbouring tree
for this purpose, when I awoke.

*“You will say that my comparisons are only trivial. Dreams,
alas, are proverbially inconsequent and disappointing. Butit is for
no trivial reasons that we are honouring Mr. Crofts to-night. He
is no doubt proud to be a member of the profession which has been
described as the worst paid but the most richly rewarded, and we
hope that he will regard as part of the reward he has already so
justly earned, the feelings of grateful affection he has inspired
among us and our real and deep sense of the services he has
rendered our Association.”

Mr. Crofts, replying, spoke of his gratification in finding
himself among old friends. He had promised to say some-
thing to them about the War Memorial which they were
agreed should be erected at the School in honour of those who had
served their King and Country. At the suggestion of Dr, Russell
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a fund had been started, of which he (the speaker) was Treasurer,
and at the suggestion of Dr. Russell they approached Mr. Forrest
—himself an Old Roan Boy and a very distinguished artist—and
got him to make several designs, one of which was_before them
that evening, and was, he thought they would agree, in every way
fitting. The idea, he said, was to have a large oak panel which
could be put in the School Hall, and which, when the new School
was built, could be displayed to very great advantage, and would
be not only a Memorial but also an inspiration for future genera-
tions. This panel was to contain the names of all those who had
served in the war, and in the centre the names of all those who
had fallen. The total expense would be something like ;61_00.
Mr. Forrest had agreed to do his share of the work at a nominal
sum, and he did not think they ought to have any difficulty in
raising the amount required amongst those who were interested in
the School. Inactual cash and promises they had already between
415and £20. Speaking of those who had fallen in the war, Mr.
Crofts said it was his good fortune to find Edgar Mace the ﬁ'rst
Head Boy when he went to the Roan School, and he did not wish
to ever find a better one —straight, manly, intelligent, clean-minded,
the same in the class-room as he was on the cricket or football
field—an example to all those about him—and he died as he lived,
a leader of others. They were poorer by his loss, but he had left
behind him a tradition in their annals.

““The Association” was given by Mr. Donald McCall, who
said he counted many personal friends among the ‘*Old Boys,”
who could claim, without boasting, that they had played their part
in the *“ great game ” in which we were now engaged.

Response was made by the Hon. Secret'aries, Mr. Duck‘er
stating that the number of ‘* Old Boys” serving was 517, while
19 had fallen—the membership of the Association was about 200;
Mr. S. J. A. Crouch spoke of the propriety of establishing a benefit
fund and of doing something for the benefit of the School.

“The School ” was given by Mr. T. G. Ellison.

Mr. Parker, in replying, said, ‘It is with the utmost diffidence
that I rise to respond to the toast of ‘ The School.” I bhave vivid
recollections of the way the duty was performed last year by Mr.
Potter and the previous year by the Chairman, our Guest this year,
and although I appreciate highly the honour of being allowed to
speak for the School, I feel doubtful of my ability to do justice to
the occasion. Buf perhaps as I rise at a rather late stage of the
proceedings I may be permitted to hope that my audience has
become somewhat—shall 1 say, mellowed—and inclined to look
kindly on my shortcomings. In thinking of the School at the
present time, one naturally thinks of the part which the School is
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playing in the war, and one is more than usually tempted to indulge
in a favourite pastime of schoolmasters, a comparison of English
and German schools or of English and German systems of
education. Whatever may be the defects of the English system,
or lack of system—for many people might almost be prepared to
admit that system in English education is chiefly conspicuous by
its absence —I, personally, will deny emphatically that the product
of the English Secondary School generally and the Roan School in
particular is, in any way, inferior to the German product. At a
recent educational meeting I heard it stated that the aim of
education should be *to endow the product with the maximum of
intelligent adaptability.” It was a sounding phrase and took my
fancy greatly, and if we accept it as true it must be admitted that
the German system with all its merits does not attain to this ideal.

It has been said that the Franco-German War of 1870 was
won by the Prussian schoolmaster. The statement is possibly
true, but I think that in future years it will be equally true to say
that the world war of 1915 was lost by the Prussian schoolmaster.
Mechanical accuracy is to be commended, and it is just as well to
have carefully-thought-out plans, but when the machine goes
wrong and schemes begin to go agley, then is the time for intelli-
gent adaptability.  After the first sudden rush towards Paris had
been checked and when we began to meet the enemy on more
equal terms as regards implements of warfare, then the capacities
of the individual soldiers began to play a more important part, and
it became evident that however capable and formidable the German
soldier may be in mass, as an individual he is distinctly inferior to
the average British Tommy. The German school does not
develop adaptability.

“1 do not wish to claim all the virtues for the Roan School, nor
do 1 wish to deny that other schools may have some good points,
but I am prepared to maintain that whatever merits may be
possessed by some other school which have been mentioned:
Eton, Harrow, Charterhouse, or even Merchant Taylors or the
Royal Masonic School, Bushey, there is no boy readier or better
fitted than the Roan School boy to do his duty for his God, his
Country and his King.

“ We are all prepared to admit that the most imporiant con-
stituents of a school are the Headmaster and the pupils, but I think
you will also agree that the Assistant Masters serve a certain
useful function, if only a humble one, and are entitled to a little of
the credit for the success of the school. It is only fair to explain
the part they have played in the war. At the outbreak most of
them were above military age, and the only two who were at all
free, joined up as soon as possible. The rest undertook various
duties, some becoming special constables, others joining Volunteer
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Training Corps, some became munition workers, and all took a
share in the formation of a School Cadet Corps, which I am glad to
say is now in a flourishing condition,  Since then the military age
has been raised twice, with the result that many more have become
eligible for service, For some time the various activities I have
mentioned were considered sufficient, but recently there has been
an appeal for many more men, and when Lord Derby came along
with his Group Scheme all those of military age submitted them-
selves for examination by an Army doctor, and those (11 in number)
who satisfied his not very exacting requirements were duly attested
and are now proud members of His Majesty’s Army Reserve,
Class B, and are ready to come forward, more or less willingly,
when their respective Groups are called up.

¢ Before I sit down I should like to touch on a matter which has
already been referred to. Although 1 do not hold an official
position, I am quite sure I am voicing the sentiments of the
Association when I say that the Officers and Committee are most
grateful to Mr. Crofts and Mr. Forrest for the work which they
have already done in the matter of the School War Memorial, and
welcome very heartily the offer of their continued assistance, which
cannot fail to be extremely valuable to any committee to which the
final arrangements for the Scheme are entrusted.

“On behalf of the School, 1 thank you, Gentlemen, for the
cordial way in which the toast was received, and again express the
great honour which I feel personally in being allowed the privilege
of replying to the toast.”

It is a great pleasure to record that the Whist Drive, which
was held in the Borough Hall, on November 1gth, proved success-
ful beyond our most hopeful anticipations, a result all the more
gratifying as the event was one which was decided upon with a
certain amount of trepidation. The object, however, was indeed
a worthy one, that of augmenting the funds of the School Cadet
Corps, and although public feeling is naturally rather averse to
entertainments of this nature during the present times, the event
justified itself by the fact that a sum of 420 7s. 1d. has been
handed over to the Quartermaster of the Corps. A most enjoyable
evening was spent, the company numbering over two hundred, and
the presence of so many of the officers and cadets in uniform gave
quite a military air to the gathering. We have to express our
gratitude to our ate Mayor, Donald McCall, Esq., who was
responsible for obtaining the use of the Borough Hall free of
expense to the Association, and we would also like to record our
appreciation of those ladies who, under the able superintendence of
Mrs. Potter, so kindly gave their services in connection with the
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refreshment arrangements. It has been a pleasure to the Old Boys'
Committee to have been able to assist in an enterprise which has
proved of such benefit to one of the most flourishing organisations
of the School.

The more stringent light regulations necessitating a slight re-
arrangement of our original programme, Mr. Croft's paper on
“Satire” was read by him at the School on February 11th,
instead of March 17th.  Over thirty members were present and we
were glad to have the opportunity of welcoming Mr. Hope, the
new Headmaster. May we remark, en passant, that the substitu-
tion of the Headmaster’s Room for the rather cold and dignified
atmosphere of the School Hall was a decided change for the
better. Mr. Croft’s paper, which was practically a history of the
evolution of satire from the earliest times down to the present day,
was listened to with the closest interest and appreciated by all.
Satire he defined as a wide term including all criticism of mankind
by man which aims at denouncing human weaknesses by holding
them up to ridicule or scorn. He dealt with its origin and great
variety, from the medizval allegory to the modern cartoon.
Horace and Juvenal were the two greatest satirists of all time and
subsequent satirists have generally followed one or the other. In
the Middle Ages the beast epic was the commonest form of satire,
e.g., as seen in the grotesque carving of church stalls. There was
much scoffing, especially against the monks, by the Goliards and
Jongleurs. The golden age of satire was during the reign of
Queen Anne, when Dryden, Pope, Swift and Addison were famous.
[t waned as an independent literary form with the advent of
Romanticism and the growth of the novel, but it entered into
literary compositions and gave them tone. Punch” had its
origin in the old political satires and is noted for its fair and good-
natured criticisms.  Satire is not dead nowadays as is sometimes
supposed. The greatest living satirist is Anatole France, who can
vie with Juvenal in bitterness and scorn. Satire has countless
forms all through the ages, but the same purpose pervades it—to
laugh abuses out of court.







