L s e LA

MARCH,

1926.



MARCH, 1926.

CALENDAR.

Parents’ Evenings, Monday and Tuesday, March 22nd
and 23rd.

School ' Concert, Thursday and Friday, March 25th and 26th.
Expedition to Boat Race, Saturday, March 27th.

Lent Term ends, Tuesday, March 30th.

Scouts’ Braithwaite Camp begins Wednesday, March 3lst.
Scouts’ Braithwaite Camp ends Thursday, April 15th.
School Re-opens Wednesday, April 2Ist, at 9 a.m.
Entrance Examination, Wednesday, April 2Ist, at 9.15 a.m.

OCCASIONAL NOTES.

N Wednesday afternoon, January 13th, an interesting

O lecture on ** Austria 7 was given in the School Hall, by

Dr, M. C mid, a teacher of English in one of the

Chief Secondary Schools of Vienna, who was at the time on an
educational visit to this country.

From the outset he was labouring under a big handicap,
because his lecture was intended to be illustrated by lantern
slides, and it was impossible to arrange for these to be shown
in the afternoon. Under the circumstances, he acquitted him-
self well, and everyone was impressed with the fluency and
accuracy of his English. He described the size of the country,
its historical association with England in the past, and gave us
some account of the schools. We should have preferred to hear
more about the customs and social conditions of the people, but,
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a8 My, Parker is visiting Austria during the Easter Holidays,
e will perhaps be able to gratify our wishes in this respekt,
when he lectures to us on his return.  The School has been
visited in recent years by many teachers from various parts of
the world, and on these occasions has always aimed, we believe,
with success, to stimulate the spirit of international goodwill.

For the third year in succession, an organised party of our
boys will journey to Duke’s Meadows, at Chiswick, in order
{0 sce the University Boal Race, on Saturday, March 27th. We
trust they will have fine weather, witness a really good race, and
spend an enjoyable day.

— g R —

Immediately preceding the Half-Term IToliday, the School
was inspected for two days by the Board of Education. This
{ime, however, it was a partial inspection, the subjects of
English and History only heing concerned.  Since the last
complete inspections by the Board of Education and the 1..C.C:;
we have raised our standard in these subjects, and there is goord
reason to believe that a favourable impression was created on
this occasion. )

— e —

During the Half-Term Holiday the Headmaster took a
small party of Scouts to Farningham, on the Monday, and a
Jarge one to South Kensington on the Tuesday, and hoth outings
were much appreciated by the boys who went.

—ie T —

Towards the end of the Term, the whole School learned
with great dismay and sorrow,. that Mr. Ducker’s health was
seriously afiected.  Unfortunately. he has never seemed to be
the same, physically, since his serious illness six years ago.
We are very thankful, however, to bz able to state that he is
going for a year to the high altitudes of Switzerland. where, it
is sincerely hoped, the bracing dry air will affect a permanent
cure.  We shall sadly miss his genial, kind presence, and his
skilful teaching ability, but though absent in the body, he will
be ever in our thoughts, and Switzerland will mean more te
us than a name and country, as it does now. We hope to pub-
lish letters from him in the School Magazine, to which we shall
look forward very eagerly, but we venture to say not more
eagerly than he will to learn about the doings of the School in
his ahsence.
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The School Pavilion Fund continues to make slow, but
steady progress, and as the War Memorial Committee has
recently held a meeting, with a view to getting estimates for
carrying out the work, we trust, after our long, weary waiting,
that our eves will be gladdened soon with the sight of building
operations heing begun on the School Field.

— SRR —

Following an appeal by the Headmaster, each Form in
the School provided the money for one Annual Subscription for
membership of “ The League for the Prohibition of Cruel
Sports.”™  The principle of this society is “ It is iniquitous to
inflict suffering, either directly or indirectly, on sentient animals
for the purposes of sport.”  Our boys are naturally kind, and
readily responded, in order to hasten the day when man shall
neither hurt nor destroy animal life for amusement.

WAR MEMORIAL (PAVILION) FUND

£ s. d. | Form Subscriptions—con.

Previously Acknew- £ 5.d.
ledged N 2R g g Remove C 8 10
Dr. W. E. Tanner Remove D 10 10
[ 0 S b i 0 Fourth A S
Mr, W. F, Mills, Fourth B B 1l
B S fa 1.0; -\ Fourth C S |
Mr. H. G. Cham- Fourth D o Ll =0
erlain, O.R, ... 10 0 Fourth K LB
FForm Subscriptions, Shell ... 11 10
1926 Ihird. ... Lo 2
Modern VI, ... g 4 Second L
Science VI, .. 9 9 et v 19 0
Mocdern V. 15 10 | Canadian Film ... e R I P
Science V. 1 1 9| Treasure Trove ... 1 0 0
Transitus 1219 ————
Remove A 16 4 Torarn, £1,449 6 6
Remove B i ———
A. H. HOPE, \

W. J. POTTER [ Hon. Treasurers.,

PARENTS’ EVENINGS.

One of the most important events in the Spring Term is
the Parents” Evenings, when, at the invitation of the Head-
master, parents attend the School, in order to meet the Stafl.
This year it was held on Monday, March 22nd, for parents of
boys 1n the Senior School, and on “Tuesday, March 28rd, for
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parents of boys in the Junior School. Each year this function
gets inereasingly popular, and it is doubtful whether the Hall
in the new School will accommodate comfortably all the parents
who may wish to take advantage of this opportunity of meeting
the Stall.

‘The usual procedure was adopted again this year, and for
the first hour, from 7 p.m. till 8 p.m.,a concert was given by
the boys, which was much appreciated. After this, light refresh-
ments were served, and (luriug th> next hour parents inter-
viewed those masters who instructed their boys in the various
subjects.  As so much more can be gained from a personal
interview than can be conveyed by a written report, it 1s safe to
say that both masters and parents obtained a wider knowledge
of individual boys’ good and bad points. Probably many hovs’
cars tingled that evening while masters and parents discussed
them and their work. Some parents were elated to hear that
their sons were doing their utmost and giving complete satis-
faction, while others were grieved to learn that their sons were
not making the most of their opportunities.

This hour ended all too soon, and the last hour was
devoted to a friendly address by the Headmaster on the
first evening, and by the Headmaster of the Junior School
on the second evening. The latter, with the best interests
of the boys before him, urged parents to see that their
boys were not stuffed with starch, and voided of vitamines,
that their teeth might not decay through improper feeding, that
they had plenty of sleep and open air exercise, that their minds
might not be darkened by fear or clogged with rubbish, and
very many other points, all necessary and calling for co-opera-
tion in that greatest of all responsibilities, the making and
moulding of men.

SCHOOL CONCERT.

The School Concert in aid of the Pavilion Fund was held
on the evenings of March 25th and 26th. Our School Concerts
have earned a considerable reputation, and we are always able
to anticipate that our accommodation will be taxed 1o the
utmost.

The first hour was devoted to instrumental and vocal music,
and there was no lack of talent to maintain the high standard
set in the past. T. P. Ward, F. W. Baker and .. R. Clowser
did exceptionally well on the piano, while it was delightful to
listen to J. F. Bishop and TL. J. Finch, our star performers on
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the violin. The School Choir, as usual, rendered several part-
songs with marked purity of tone, and the School Orchestra
acquitted itself well. Special mention should be made of the
vocal solos of V. S. Harper and L. R. Wall.

This year it was a real pleasure again to see the displayv of
physical drill and pyramids, provided by a gvimnastic troop of
the senior boys, under the direction of Mr. Ashworth. [Last
year, unfortunately, we miseed this part of the programme,
owing to the serious illness of Mr. Ashworth.

The School: Nigger Troupe again acquitted itself well,
especially the corner men, Hickman and Sumner. G. Stitson
made an impressive Massa Johnson, and Harper’s solo was well
done. The choruses were given with great gusto, and the cross-
talk was received with much applause.

The play, * The Wrong Flat,” received splendid treatment
at the hands of the enthusiastic caste. Loveman as the Man-
servant, Billings; J. F. Bishop as thz excitable Frenchman, and
Burbridge as the henpecked countryman, gave of their best.
The ladies’ parts (always a difliculty) were extremelv well
played by Laidlaw, Bines and Padfield.

ROAN SCHOOL SCOUTS’ CHRISTMAS
CAMP.

On Monday, December 28th, a small party of Scouts met
at Euston, each member being eagzr to experience the thrills
and joys of a “ Winter Sports ™ Camp in Cumberland. Natur-
ally, one of the chief topics during the journey north was the
weather forecast, and, unfortunately, our worst anticipations
in this respect were realised. The hillsides had bzen shrouded
in a heavy snowfall during Christmas Day, yet, when we
arrived, not a vestige of this white blanket remained.

The stores having been ordered in advance, and the fires
in the huts lit by friends in the village, the leaders were
enabled to perform the always onerous tasks of the first evening
in no small measure of comfort. Everyone had * bedded down ™
by 10.30. In the days that followed time was spent by playing
ping-pong and billiards, and, on several evenings, the younger
members played exciting matches with th2 St. Frank’s Table
Football set, kindly presented to the camp by Mr. Horth.
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On the evening of thz 30th, the elder Scouts were invited
to the parochial concert and dance; all of them immensely en-
joyed the peculiar set-dances, thz least bashful ones being per-
suaded to take part in several “ long-eights.” Th: younger boys
were entertained the next afternoon by being invited to the
concert and prize-giving at the village school. Further enter-
tainment, of a sort, was afforded that day at about midnight,
when a number of natives from the village woke everyone up to
wish them a happy New Year.

Most boys were energetic during the next morning, for our
New Year Day’s repast was distinguished by the prezence of two
excellent turkeys, kindly given to the camp by the Ancient. As
the next course consisted of Christmas pudding, generously pro-
vided by Mrs. Townsend and. Mrs. Boyden, good appetites
were certainly needed. Their generosity did not cease with the
ingredients of the puddings, for there were enough 3d. bits to
go round—one, however, was not accounted for ! On thz: Sunday
our sumptuous feeding was continued, this time the chief item
(again presented by our Leader) being two geese. No doubt,
the nodding noticed during the evening * churching  was partly
a result of this homage to the inner man.

Everyone had plenty of free time; the last day was entirely
free, except for the cook’s-fag. Camp was struck on Tuesday,
the 5th, after an extremely jolly eight days among the hills, and
everyone returned feeling like a giant refreshed. Ouace again
our thanks for a most enjoyable camp are gladly given to our
indefatigable Leader.

THE ARISTOTELIAN SOCIETY.

“ Homo swm; humanune nikil a me alienum puto.”—(TERENCE )
“ I take all knowledge to be my province.”—(Bacon.)
Officers :

Mr. H. J. Lamvaw, President.

Mr. C. J. Ovver, Hon. Treasurer and Recorder.

Mr. C. B. Forcan, Hon. Sec.

Commiltee :

OrricErs and Messrs. F. W. Harris, B.A., and W. Jounson.
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PROCEEDINGS.

The Term’s programme was opened on Tuesday, January
19th, when Mr. Padfield exposed all the inner and intimate
secrets of *“ Soap Bubbles,” in a paper upon these interesting
and particularly fragile objects. His paper showed prepara-
tion and an understanding of his subject and his practical efforts
to demonstrate the form and properties of bubbles, though not
in every case crowned with success, were always illuminating.
At times the bubbles obstinately refused to materialize, though
whether this was due to the tense, expectant atmosphere of
the lecture theatre, or to th2 lack of *“body ” in the soap solu-
tion, was hard to ascertain. The paper gave rise to much venti-
lation of opinion on the part of the more scientifically bent
members of the society, and ended with a vote of thanks to' Mr.
Padfield, on the motion of Mr. Pearce,seconded by Mr. Feehally.
Altogether an enjoyable and amusing paper.

On February 2nd, the Society debated the subject, *“ That
Trade Unions are, on the whole, beneficial to the State.” The
proposer, Mr. Loveman, eulogised Trade Unions with manifest
conviction of mind and polish of diction, outlining th2 aims and
uses of these institutions, and the essential part they play in
ameliorating the workers’ lot. Mr. Amesbury, in opposing,
described the chief abuses of ths Trade Union system, and com-
mented, in passing, on the dangers to national peace and security
which result from an arbitrary use of the power entrusted to
them. Mr. Keeble, seconding the proposer, dealt with thz more
tangible benefits of Trade Unions, while Mr. Guyatt, support-
ing Mr. Amesbury, emphasised the perniciousness of strikes, and
outlined other evils of the Trade Union system.

On the debate being thrown open to discussion, Messrs.
Hope, Burbridge, Pearce, Sinclair, Stitson, Potter and N.
Pishop, spoke in favour of the motion: Messrs. Opper, Johnson
and Ducker, spoke against. )

The motion was carried by 17 votes to 8. Th2 general
standard of keenness and eloquence was so high that it was
agreed to be one of the most successful debates ever hzld under
the auspices of the Society.

On February 16th, Mr. N. Bishop read a paper on ** The
Problems of Insanity.” With the facility, perspicacity and con-
fidence of an expert, he d=alt with the general phenomena of
insanity and such abstruse subtleties as imbecility, excitement,
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apathy, depression, delusions and hallucinations, and many other
interesting but complicated forms of mental derangement.
Indeed, the skill and ecase with which he dealt with such
formidable abstractions as complexes, censors and repressions,
could arouse nothing but awe and wonder in the minds un-
schooled in the intricacies of psychological research. This com-
prehensive paper left all present with a feeling of immense and
gleeful satisfaction that they, at least, were free from any of
these numerous, and manifestly prevalent mental abnormalities.
On the motion of Mr. Roberts, seconded by Mr. Ratclifle, a
hearty vote of thanks was given to Mr. Bishop for his excellent

paper.

“That the Introduction of the Continental Sunday would
not be a welcome innovation ™ was the subject for debate on
March 2nd.  Mir. Pearce, the proposer, based his case on prin-
ciples of ethics, and decried any innovation that would interfere
with the accepted and conventional mode of spending the
Sabbath. He also emphasised the difference of temperament
between the Englishman and his Continental brother. Mr. G.
Stitson, opposing the motion, portrayed the material pleasures
accruing from the Continental Sunday, and the extra facilities
for enjoyment and pleasure it gives to the worker.

Mzr. }. Bishop supporting Mr. Pearce, and Mr. Ratclitle,
supporting Mr. Stitson, each expanded diflerent aspects of the
subject. Tn the discussion that followed, Messrs. Guyatt,
Forgan. Harris, and Lee, spoke in favour of the motion, while

. Messrs. N. S. Bishop, R. S. Ducker, Potter, and Keeble,
opposed.

On the vote being taken, the motion was carried by 13 votes
o Al

On March 16th, Mr. Berry read a paper on ** Stage Light-
ing.” Opening with a brief historical survey of his subject,
the reader went on to speak of the Schwabe-Hazeit system of
stage lighting, illustrating his remarks with some very effective
lantern slides. He told us of cyclorama, dimmers and the con-
trol board, which produce cloud pictures and sky effects from
dawn to sunset. The Schwabe-Hazeit system is only used at
the Fortune and St. Martin's Theatres. Mr. Berry also explained
how these lighting effects are used to reflect the emotions in par-
ticular scenes.  On the motion of Mr. Padfield, seconded by Mr.
Yines, a very hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. Berry
for his excellent and informative paper.
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The Term’s Social, held on Tuesday, March 29th, was its
usual success. Preluded by the inevitable banquet, no whit the
less splendid than any of its many sumptuous predecessors, it
afterwards took the form of a sing-song and concert, at which
the musical and histrionic talent of the Society was as much in
evidence as ever.

RUGBY FOOTBALL.
FIRST XV.

Captain—C. B. Forcax; Fice-Caplain—W. Jounsox.

Played, 16: Won, 11; Drawn, 0; Lost, 5; Points: For, 232;
Against, 139. .

Chief Scorers—Try-getters:—C. B. Forgan, 15: G. R.
Guyatt, 9; K. W. Hunn, 8; G. H. P. Stitson, 8.

Flaced Goals: —11L. J. Townsend, 11.

DeEraiLEn RESULTS.
Away  Home.

#. Raine’s School ... , 28— 3
v. Brockley School’s 2nd ... e 19—17
2. St. Dunstan’s College 2nd vee  15—13
#. Aske’s Haberdashers’ School, Ilatcham... 18 13

2. Aske’s Haberdashers™ School, Hampstead's

2nd 17— 3
#. Colfe Grammar School ... oo Lot Lot 1B
7. Aske’s Haberdashers® School, Hatcham—  9—11
7. Colfe Grammar School ... 11—19
7. St. Olave’s School 10— 6
z. St. Olave’s School e, 88— 9
v. Old Roan ... 21— 3
v. Erith County School e 21— 3
©. Brockley School’s 2nd 12— 0
#. Old Roan ... 9— 8
#. Aske’s Haberdashers™ School, Hampstead’s

2l 9—11
7. Erith County School 28— 3

On the whole, the School’s second Rugby Season has been
carried throngh with quite considerable success. A steady
improvement in the style of the team’s play has been noticeable
daring the Easter Term. Six matches have, unfortunately, been
eancelled, owing to the deleterious effects of frost and excessive
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rain upon our own and our opponents’ grounds.  The always
difficult task of team building has. been rendered still more
onerous by the lack of really capable reserves to fill the vacant
places caused by illness and injury. There is every reason to
anticipate that next season this defect will be remedied by the
entire energy of the School being devoted to but one game
during each term. Nevertheless, despite these handicaps, the
standard of play has constantly improved. The touch-kicking
and tackling of the Fifteen as a whole, has been consistently
good; the fear of dropping on the ball has disappeared. Various
Feints and methods of attack have been successfully developed
at our opponents’ cost, mainly through the better understanding
and combination which has grown up in the team. Indeed, it
may be attributed almost entirely to these two features that we
defeated the Old Roans so handsomely in the first match with
them, and also Brockley’s second string, in our home fixture.

The Forwards have shown themselves as a hard-working
scrum, though their compactness has of late deteriorated. Good
hooking and heeling have been comforting features to the Backs.
Open and wing-forward play have been of a high standard,
though there has been a tendency on the part of some members
to avoid the rough and tumble of a loose serum. T hey have
been slow to anticipate the flight of the ball in line-outs; as a
result, they have missed several golden opportunites of scoring,
and (a far worse fault) have lost hard-won ground. Guyatt,
Stitson and Loveman have been hard-working and constructive
forwards. The activities of the two former as wing-forwards
are shown by their high position in the scoring list. Lloyd and
C. A. Ducker show distinct promise of future success. The
other membeers of the scrum, R. S. Ducker, Jackson, Marsh and
(until his transference to full-back) Johnson, have all, by their
untiring cfforts, contributed to the success of the team.

Burbridge, at the base of the scrum, has been one of the
most brilliant members of the Fifteen. Strong and accurate in
passing, he is extremely quick in getting thz ball out to hig
stand-off half, Keeble, with whom he has an excellent under-
standing. A useful kicker, he also tackles fearlessly, and
pounces on opposing scrum-halves with great success. Keeble
at stand-off half, has been a really efficient link between the scrum
and the three-quarters.

Hunn, on the left wing, has well earned his cap. He has
a fair turn of speed, and tackles well, but does not always make
the rapid decision of an experienced wing-three to go for the
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corner-flag.  'Mann, on the other wing, a late-comer to the
team, has also shown speed and enthusiasm, but neads to cul-
tivate style and swerve. The centres have been reliable. Davies
has improved as the season advanced, and is now steady and
consistent. Our Captain has been the life of the team. His
powerful physique and determined dash, combined with a very
useful and eflective hand-off, have enabled him to penetrate our
opponents’ defences on no less than 15 occasions. His capable
direction of the team has been a very large factor in its success.

Since Townsend left at Christmas, Johnson has efficiently,
and even with some brilliancy, filled the vacant position at full-
back. The Team Selection Committee felt that a thoroughly
reliable full-back was a primary necessity in the team, and
although his transference undoubtedly weakened the forwards,
Johnson was more than successful in the defence.

Caps have been awarded to Forgan, Jchnson, Loveman,
Hunn, Lloyd, and Jackson. CBE GRG

SECOND XV.
Captain-— V. C. J. WaLrace, Vice-Captain—B. F. Boypen.
Flayed, 11; Won, 3; Drawn, 0; Lost, 8; Points: For, 144;
Against, 227, '
DeraiLep ResuLts.

Away  Home.

v. Brockley’s 3rd 0—17 0—52

2. Aske’s Hampstead’s 3rd ... we B—28 3—16
2. Colfe’s 2nd eee B3—37 3-—23
v. Aske’s Hatcham’s 2nd 0—11
w. Christ’s College, Blackheath’s 1st e 6—40 8— 5
z. Erith County’s 2nd ... e 46— 3 73— 0

The Second XV. has shown some improvement, and met
with more success in the latter part of the season. Tackling and
kicking have been of average standard, but lack of experience
—this is the first Rugby season for most members of the team—
and a consequent want of combination, has, to a large extent,
been the cause of the team’s ill-success.

At full-back, Hutton, though light, has been a very plucky
tackler, and has been generally of great use to the XV. The
three-quarter line, whilst good at passing, lacked the ability to
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make ground. Useful individual runs have at times been made
by Wallace and Sherriff. Throughout the scason the forwards
did not show the requisite dash and initiative, although their
endurance was a favourable feature. Prominent members of
the XV. among the forwards were: Boyden, Graham and Lusby.

IMPOSITION.

“Fu! Semely After Hir Mete She Raughte.” (CHAUCER.)
Manners are a point of view:
Depends how they are taken.
Some people gobble up their stew,
By others, ‘tis forsaken.
But if vou feel like being sick
And just about to choke,
Don’t ever utter the word ** hie,”
Apart from “* haec ™ and * hoc.”
C. E. Lovemax

N B. * Hic is usually pronounced “hic” (heek), but license
is permitted to great poets.

ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL.

SECOND XI.
Caplain—G. H. P, STiTsoxN ; Fice-Captain—]. T. FeEALLY.
Flayed, 19; Won, 11; Lost, 5; Drawn, 3: Goals: For, 73;
Against, 36,

Although its record does not compare favourably with that
of last season’s Second XI., this season’s team has done quite
well. R. G. Brown, who tenanted the goal left vacant by, J. W.
Perry, has been a great asset to the team. The Full-backs, Hick-
man and Clarke, are good defenders and work well together.
The halfbacks are consistent and steady, and supply their
forwards with many opportunities. The forwards are forceful,
but they are inclined to lose heart when up against a good
defence. T. Keeble and J. Buckingham, the late additions to
the team, have worked well and have been the real penetrators
of the opposing defences on many occasions. R. Pomeroy, the
centre-forward, uses his weight to advantage, but his shooting
is erratic. e has done well in scoring 15 goals in nine matches.
J. Dadswell, the chiel scorer, with 18 goals to his credit, is a
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fine forward, but lacks both weight and height. Even though
he is small, he uses his head to good purpose. The team has
suffered greatly from last minute chang:s, due to calls of the
First XI., but the substitutes have played well. and we should
have a good Second XI. to hand next season.

ON TOP OF THE BUS.

Motor-buses and their passengers are always subjects of
great interest; all sorts and conditions of men are seen assembled
in the vehicle which carries them to the work of the day, and
here a careful observer has a unique opportunity for noting the
habits, mannerisms and peculiar personal affectations of men
who begin the day, more or less at peace with the world.

The distance which separates home from the scene of my own
particular daily labours being somewhat great, I was compelled
to alleviate the monotony of a thirty-five minutes’ journey by
finding something to occupy my thoughts and attention. The
search was not a long one: [ found the solution to the difficulty
on sifting in the back left-hand seat on top of the bus.

I love the back seat, not only because it is th» most com-
fortable, but because it gives the sense of solitude in the midst
of a crowd: one can see and not be sesn, and can watch the
human comedy unobserved. The back seat seems to endow its
occupier with a judicial superiority, and for a few short minutes,
he is the sole judge and critic of humanity. He may form his
opinions, and however ill-founded or prejudiced they may be,
for once there is no voice to contradict; he smiles, and no one
wonders: he frowns, and no one is perturbed.

The bus thunders along, and slowly pulls up by the kerb.
With gay heart the narrow stair is climbed, and we slide com-
fortably into that well-loved back seat. And with what black
looks our face is covered if someone else happens to occupy it !
We scowl and glare and fidget and turn, malde frantic efforts
to observe the movements of our supplanter, and then make a
desperate rush when our rival for the affections of the back
seat ultimately vanishes down the stairs.

One by one the seats are filled, with a little experience, one
knows whom to expect at each stopping-place. First comes the
forfunate man who always contrives to arrive at his destination
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punctually, though he is almost invariably late in leaving his
house. Almost before the last traces of egg have vanished from
his rapacious lips, and while the bacon fat is still warm on his
plate, the breakfaster is hurrying down the road, hat rammed'
well on the back of his head, unbuttoned overcoat swelling out
behind like a cloud: in one hand umbrella and gloves, held with
the clutch of a drowning man, in the other, the morning paper.
He takes the bus by assault, and literally throwing himself on
top, falls into the first vacant seat. The bus goes on. After a
while it stops again with a jolt, and peering over the rail, we
see a marr with a clear-cut, haughty face, about to mount. We
hear the sharp click of his toe on the iron and catch a glimpse
of him as he strides briskly past—black coat and striped trousers
grey overcoat and bowler hat, kid gloves and brown leather case
~-all gone in a moment. Then the gentleman in the blue melton
coat and turned-down Trilby hat almost falls upstairs.  He
wears a large grin and a pair of horn-rimmed spectacles: he
might look handsome, were it not for these disfigurements and a
large nose. Then there is the dapper little man usually to be
seen talking in confidential tones to a young lady, who may or
may not be his cousin, in the third seat from the front. The young
giant, easily six foot two, although he is not more than eighteen
years old, forms a conspicuous if inelegant landmark in the front
seat. There are numbers of others who come and go: they are
mere fire-flies and belong not to our fraternity.

Few people seem to have noticed the entertainmient
atforded by the comedies acted very often by our own personal
acquaintances on this rapidly-moving stage. They are usually
far more wholesome, and always more human, than the
majority of the insipid comedies that disgrace the modern
English stage. With what easy grace do the actors talk, how
vivacious are their actions, how abandoned the conversation-
scraps gleaned from the morning paper over the breakfast-table,
business, mutual friends and the weather, the Englishman’s
haven of refuge in conversation. True,we can only see thz backs
of the actors, but that is a welcome change, after having seen
the front for so long a time. Besides, th= rear view is often
infinitely superior to the frontal. :

Only a moonlight night can better morning on the bus.
Then the very spirit of poetry is abroad, and we rush through
the keen, biting air, and the bus top is empty. On we thunder,
past houses and hamlets and hedges and fields; a solitary dog
barks, and then nothing breaks the deep sleep of the moon-
washed world. G.JM.P.
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In MHemoriam.

WALTER FREDERICK CHARLES OXBROW.

All who knew Osbrow, who was at the School for
five years (1917-22) and, during his stay with us, won the
respect and afiection of boys and masters alike, will have~
heard with a thrill of pain, and a feeling of personal
loss. of his recent fatal accident. Keen upon his duty,
achieving distinction in his studies here, attaining well-
earned promotion in his work, after leaving us; a most
devoted son and brother, a straight, kind, helpiul
English youth, he was one of those whom his country
needed most. But the higher claim upon his Service
has taken him from us until the time comes for that
certain reunion, the assurance of which can alone console
for such a loss as this. The whole School, past and
present, offers to his parents and brother its heartfelt
sympathy in this, our common, SOITOW.
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M. VI. *Stafford, A. B.
*Stone, S. A.
M. V.  Lewis, J. F.
Sc. V. Gregory, P.
Trs. Barfield, J. L.
Curry, C. N.
Glanville, E. S.
Harman, H. M.
Lowe, R. A.
*Mace, E. N.
Napier, C.
*Readman, L.
Rogers, c{ q.,
*Townsend, H. |

Vine, P. H. W,

Ra. Crew, H. G.
Lewis, H. F.
Topley, R. H.

RB. Burns, A. R. D.

Jones, R. A.

Manners, E. W.
Re. Bacon, H.
Ear]l, J. N.
Hume, F. E.
Lagdon, S. A.
Manning, C. J.
Nevell, A. G. B.
Rp. Bishop, G. A. J.
Cheshire, £. E.
Finch, E. G.
IV2. Rowbottom, L. E.
IVD. Hayter, L. H. G.

CORRECTIONS to 19252 LIST.

1.—For Salmon, J. read
Samson, L. J.

2. —Add—Scott,
Davidson, D.

Coe, D. H.

L
A

Have joined O,R.\.

OLD ROAN ASSOCIATION.

President—Mr. G. R. PARKER, Roan School. Greenwich, S.E.

Treasurer (pro tem)—Mr. W. A, Avvrex, Roan School, Green-

wich, S.E.

Secretary—Mr. W. J. PorTER, Roan School, Greenwich, S.E.

Entertainmeni Secretary—Mr. G. H. LEE, 164, Manor Park,

Lee, S.E.

Cricket Secretary—Mr. J. S.

Catford, S.E.

Bowies, 15, Bargerv Road,

Football Secretary—Mr. L. W. LoryMaN, 6, Lucknow Street,

Plumstead, S.E.

Tennis Secrelarv—Mr. N. BEYNoN DaviIes, 16, Mycena Road,

Blackheath, S.E.

Rughv  Secretary—Mr,
S.E.3.

BursrinGge, 71, Fovle Road,

Press Secretarv—Mr., 1. DURLING, Roan School, Greenwich.
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The news that Mr. Ducker has been ordered to Switzer-
land on account of ill-health, has come as a great shock. His
absence will be deeply felt, for he holds a high and peculiar
place in the affections of boys past and present. He has made
himself one of the strongest links between the School and the
Old Boys, and the welfare of the Association has been his
constant care. We all hope that he will find enjoyment as well
as health on the mountains, and come back to us soon completely
restored. Mr. Allen has kindly consented to act as Treasurer,
in the meantime.

—dueae—

We welcome the following new members this term:—

B. W. Hinves ... 1921—1925 { §. H. Perren ve 1889—18495
A E. Henderson... 1918—1925 | L. Readman e 19881925
D. Thompson ... 1917-—-1922 >. B. J: Thomas.... 1922—1926
L. H. Gleave ... 1916—1920 | H. J. Cox v ¥904—1510
E. N. Mace e 1916—1925 | A. W. H. Barfield 1923—19206
V. A. Smart e 1901—1906 | S. A. Stone vee 1919—1925
H. J. Townsend ... 19201925 | W. L. Dodson ... 1905--1907
A. B. Stafford ... 1917—1925 | G. H. W. Wood... 19101915

e —

OLD ROAN DINNER, 1925,

Mr. George R. Parker, B.A., B.Sc., President, occupied
the Chair at the Fourteenth Annual Dinner of the Old Roan
Association, held on Saturday evening, art
the Criterion Restaurant. The toast of “ The School ™ was
entrusted to Dr. W. E. Tanner, who recalled his entry into the
lowest form 28 years ago, and kept the company amused with
reminiscences of those early days.

He referred to the late Headmaster (Mr. Ridger) as a man
of striking personality and one steeped in tradition. From him
they learned of the School’s humble beginnings nearly 250 years
ago, of the association of Greenwich with great m=n, and with
important events of the past. A successful school sought
inspiration from the past, but it grew on the activities of the
present and on the foresight of the future. The Roan School
had grown. There were now 550 boys: the staff of masters had
nearly doubled in the past 20 years. Th= boys stayed longer
at the School, as could be seen by the greater number who
matriculated and passed the intermediate examination, and now
there were two Sixth Forms, consisting of post matriculation
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scholars taking a two years’ course. Thz Roan School had
always given to the world men distingui_hed in art, in science,
in the professions, and in commerce, but that was not enough—
to mould the characters and ideals of the great bulk of average
boys and men should be the primary aim of education. Instruc-
tion and breeding were to education as parts to a whole. It was
evident that the Headmaster (Mr. Hope) knew that the forma-
tion of the mind, the regulation of the hzart and the establish-
ment of the principles of conduct were not to be acquired
merely in the class-room,and for that reason ha had introduced all
the good features of the Erglish Fublic School. As to the future,
plans had been approved for the n2w school, which would be
opened, perhaps, fifty years to thz day after the opening of the
present building. The co-operation of th» Old Roan Association
with the School could help to give a good start to the lzaving
boys, and the toast which he proposed was a token of their rever.
ence for the past, of their admiration of and gratitude to the
present Governors and Staff, and of their great hopes for the
future (applause).

The Headmaster, responding, referred to the Memorial
Pavilion to be erected on the School Playing Field, and men-
tioned that £75 was still required before they could ask the
architect to begin on its construction. He wanted to see its com-
mencement in the Spring and its completion a year later, because
it was long overdue. The boys did not want to give a penny
a week to benefit their great grand-children. Turning to the
School itself, he described its approach from Trafalgar Road as
very bad, but added that there was th-= certainty of being out
of it inside two years. They should all remember that they had
received the education they had—and he included himself- be-
cause he was given a scholarship without asking for it—at less
than cost price. The cost for a boy’s education at the Roan
School was £38 12s. 9d., and he thought the yourg minds of
the School, had received from the nation, the Council and from
John Roan and the Governors, something which had made them
what they were, people whom he was proud to know. He asked
them to realise their obligations, and, when they saw a boy need-
ing help, hand on to him, as Old Roans themselves, the benefits
they had received in thzir day and generation at the School.

Walter Johnson, Captain of the School, also responded.

Replying to the toast of the Association, submitted in
felicitous terms by Mr. Paul Selver, B.A., a former master, and
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now on the stafi of the Czecho-Slovakian Embassy, Mr. Parker
said that for many years now it had been possible to meet Old
Roans in all parts of the world, and it was an immense pity,
that those Old Boys who were abroad and who were going
abroad did not join the Association. Its flourishing condition
was almost entirely due to Mr. Potter. But for his fostering
care—and he put a tremendous amount of time and thought into
it—the Association could not have gone on and could not have
succeeded as it had done. He (Mr. Parker) had been associated
with the organisation since its inception, and he always liked to
think that, in the days before there was an Association, he did
something to cultivate the germ of the idea. Years before the
Association was formed, its ever-lamented first Secretary, Sidney
Crouch, and himself used to arrange an annual ericket match,
and it was after one of those matches that the meeling was held
at the School at which the Old Roan Association began to
take form.

Mr. Potter, Vice-Master of the School and Hon. Secretary
of the Association, who also acknowledged the compliment,
stated that during the past year the membership had increased
by 72, of whom' 62 ‘were new members. OF the 26 masters on
the staff, 23 were membars, and about half of those turned up
at the last meeting. The Association stood for two things.
Those who joined did so to keep up the spirit of comradeship
they learned at the School, and onz of its great aims was to
maintain an interest in its activities and to do something to for-
ward its great work. They wanted to make it an even more
successful and happier place, and all who joined th= Association
were doing something to further that end (applause)

Mr. J. Amesbury, Headmaster of the Junior School, and
Director of Music, had the arrangement of ths musical pro-
gramme, and he himself sang the appropriate parody which Mr.
Fotter had written to * Viva la Compagnie,” in the chorus of
which the company heartily joined. Other contributors included
a number of former scholars, some of whom came from West-
clifie with Mr. Amesbury for th> occasion. Mr. R. F. Cutbush
was the pianist, Mr. A. T. Tebbutt rendered violin solos, and

Mr. H. S. Perren and Mr. L. T. Berry recited. The soloists

were Mr. Cecil Jarvis, Mr. A. B, Clark (a tenor prize-winner
at more than one musical festival), and Mr. Newman Willis, the
operatic baritone. ‘
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OLD ROAN DANCES.

The Annual Fancy Dress Dance, held at Greenwich
Porough Hall, January 16th, met with the usual success, 117
0.R.’s and their friends attending. The prizes for the best
lady’s fancy dresses were awardzd to a * Box of Chocolates ™
and “ A Spanish Lady,” and the gentleman’s to * A Mexican™
and ** Harold Lloyd in College Days.,” A Spot Waltz Competi-
tion and a Slipper Dance Competition were interesting and
enjoyable features of the programme. Mr. G. R. Parker kindly
presented the prizes.

The last Dance, held on February 20th, 1926, was also a
great success, 124 O.R.’s and their friends supporting it, and
so making it a great social and enjoyable evening, on which to
terminate the season. Thz Entertainments Committee has been
successful in booking the largz hall of the Greenwich Borough
Hall on Saturday, 6th November, for the first Dance next season.

— e —

OLD ROAN RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB.

The youngest of the Sports Clubs, the Rugby For:ﬂbul! Club,
is now on a quite firm hasis, and by next season will, it is hoped,
have become a well-established institution.

The colours decided on are green with light blue rings and
the subscription has been fixed at a guinea, which may, however,
be reduced to fifteen shillings for members under eighteen and
for those who join during the first season after leaving School.

Towards the close of the football year the Old Boys can
look back on a season which has been quite successful, only
three heavy defeats, all in the *twenties,” having been sus-
tained. Much of the Club’s success can be attributed to the
splendid captaincy of Mr. A. D. Hewlett, who, it will l;!E‘
remembered, did so much to implant and foster * Rugger ” in
the School at the beginning of last season.

The School, by the way, has won both matches against the
Old Boys, the first by 21 points to 3, and the second by 9 ]).011:1125
to 8. While this is somewhat unfortunate for our results, it in-
dicates that there is no lack of good material on which to draw
in coming years,
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Now that we have received the sanction of the School
Authorities, a series of Saturday morning coaching games will
be arranged by the Old Boys next season: these, it is hoped,
will be some benefit to those members of the School who would
like to profit by the experience of some of the older players
amongst the Old Boys.

The hixture list for next season is now almost complete, and,
subject to sufficient support forthcoming, a second fifteen will
be run, hxtures for which can be readily obtained.

[t would be of great assistance if intending members would
forward their addresses as soon as possible, in order that all
necessary arrangements for next season may be completed at an
carly date.

Results at the time of writing are as follows:—
Flayed, 13: Won, 6; Lost, 7; Points For, 180; Points
Against, 156, N.A.G.B.

— e —

OLD ROAN CRICKET CLUB.

The Club will be embarking on its fifth season with a very
strenuous campaign for both of its elevens before it.

The fixture list has been considerably strengthened, and
the premier eleven will have to be on its mettle if it is to
maintain the high standard set last year.

The annual match with the School will take place on the
School Field, on Saturday, July 17th, and it is felt that more
Old Boys should endeavour to be present at this game, in order
to make it more of a social function; tea will be available.

All members are asked to make an effort to he present at
the last dance of the season on March 27th, so that the Club may
be able to begin the season with its finances in a moderately
sound condition.

There will probably be a few vacancies for playing mem-
bers, and the Club will be pleased to welcome any young Old
Boys or old Old Boys of cricketing ability. All applications
for membership, and further particulars should be addressed to
me, at * Cartref,” 15, Bargery Road, Catford. T3B!

N.B.—Mr. J. Bowres informs all O.R.’s he has heen elected
Secretary of the Lewisham Swimming Club, one of the
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oldest in London: another O.R. (W. TavrLor-Davies) is
Treasurer,  This Club offers valuable facilities for swim-
ming and water-polo, and all O.R.s interested are invited
to communicate with Mr. Bowres, whose address is given
on page 897,

— ey —

OLD ROAN TENNIS CLUB.
Courts—OLDp Roax Fierp, Werearn Roap, Leg, SiE.

As the Lawn Tennis season is again drawing near, we would
ask all O.R.A. members who contemplate playing during the
coming scason, to consider, when making arrangements, joining
our Club, under the advantageous conditions which we are able
to offer.

The O.R. Tennis Club, after having made a promising stari
last season, is now entering the second year ol its existence.
We are pleased to announce that, during -this season the Club
will be run in collaboration with the O.R. Girls Association,
which has promised its support.

Gentlemen who desire to join should be members of the
the O.R.A.; their lady friends are also welcomed as members.

The subscription for membership is one guinea; for this
amount the Club undertakes to supply tennis balls as well as
all facilities for play.

Members may introduce their friends to play at a nominal
fee of 1s. per day.

Through the kindness of Mr. Thompson, we are able to
commission as many courts as are necessary. We hope to con-
mence play on May 1st,

A meeting of members who propose to join will he held at
the Roan School, on Thursday, April Ist, at 8 p.m.

The Hon. Sec. will be pleased to receive applications for
membership as soon as possible, at his address: * Instow,” 16,

Mycena: Road, Blackheath, S.E.3. W.B.D.



The Rego Clothiers,

LIMITED.

Official Outfitters by Appointment
to the * Old Roan Association.”

PRICEAEIST.

Blazers (O.R.A. Colours), Light and Dark
Blue with Pocket Crest - Stock size 27/-

Hat Bands for Straw Hats (O.R.A. Colours

and Crest) - - - each 2/6
Silk Open-end Ties (O.R.A. Colours) ,, 2/113
, Knitted Ties E . . ., /103

»» Scarves (O.R.A. Colours) - i Ol

All the above can be obtained at our Branches :

3, The Broadway, Deptford,

HEAD OFFICE (Scbo.ol Dept.)
THE REGO CLOTHIERS, LTD.,

110-112, HIGH STREET, SHOREDITCH, E.



