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NOTES.

EMPIRE DAY CELEBRATION.

S usual Empire Day was celebrated with much enthusiasm.
We were honoured with the presence of the Mayor and
Mavoress of Greenwich. The proceedings in the School
Hall opened with the singing of * O God our help in ages past.”
After a short introductory speech by the Headmaster, an address
on a few aspects of Empire Day observance was given by the
Mayor (Alderman W.S. Scarr, [.P.). He urged upon the boys
the duty of cultivating that straightforward honest character by
means of which the British Empire has been consolidated.

Elgar’s “Land of Hope and Glory™ was then given by the
School Choir.  The School Song was sung in a manner which
bids fair to become traditional. An adjournment was then
made to the playground where the flag was hoisted by the
Mavoress (Miss Scarr).  Our illustration shows it just after it was
“broken.”” Immediately the flag arrived at the truck, *God
save the King ™" was sung.

A gymnastic display by a special squad of thirty boys, under
the direction of Sergeant Tvler, was carried out with a smartness
which reflected great credit on all concerned, and a fitting finish
was provided by a very effective tableau by the squad and the
Boy Scouts ol-the school.

The proceedings terminated with hearty cheers for the Mayor
and Mavoress.
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CELEBRATION OF EMPIRE DAY,

SCHOOL CALENDAR.

June 21st to 24th.—Mid Term Holiday.

. 25th.—Senior School Examination begins.
July 7th.—Exhibition Examination begins.

s 9th.—Old Boys® Match.

,»  Igthe—Athletic Sports (Goldsmiths' College).

w o 25th—Swimming Fete (New Cross Baths),

3oth.—Summer Holidav begins,
":('[)l 12th.—Autumn Term begins.
(Entrance Examination, Thursday, Sept. 11th, at g a.m.)
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2nd ANNUAL ATHLETIC SPORTS.

The following information re lating to the Sports should be
noted.

Any boy is eligible who was in the School on June 14th, and
has signed an entry form,

Tug of War. This will take the form ol a “knock out”
competition with two byes in the first round. The teams will
number six a side, and the winning team will count four points.
The coach must be a member of the house in each case.

Three Legged Rac=. This will be about 6o vards,

Catch the Train Race (One Lap). [Each competitor must
wear a top or hard felt hat and carry an overcoat, bag and
umbrella.  Competitors will start at a walk with the overcoat
packed in the bag. When the first bell rings they must open
the bag, put on the overcoat, open the umbrella, and continue
walking. At the second bell, they must start running to the
tape, still w caring the overcoat and hat and Arrying Uw open
umbrella and the lmef Mackintoshes will not be allowed.

THE SCHOOL LIBRARY.

The Librarian has much pleasure in acknowledging gifts of
books from Messrs. Gregory, A. T. Hoare, W. H. T aylor,
S. Carlton, and Anon, and begs to commend to the notice of
Old Boys, and boys about to leave, this method of commemorat-
ing their association with the School.

FOOTBALL INTER-HOUSE FINAL.

The final of the Inter-house competition was played at the
end of the Easter term between School House and Drake House.
The teams were :
SCHOOL,
Webb;  Arnold, Simpson; Newton, FElliott, Marshall;
Franklin, Dennett, Tuckfield, Woods, Godward.
Draki.
sackhouse ; Bulley, Hicks ; Hedley, Clayton, Clout; alby,
Saunders, Alexander, Hill, Daniel.



72 ROAN MAGAZINE.

The ground was rather sodden, and the superior weight of
School stood them in good stead.  Thev did most of the attack-
ing, and won hy two goals to nil, Bennett and Tuckfield being
the scorers. Though the Teams were not quite so well matched
as last vear, Drake ought to have scored as the result of a
plucky run up.  Berry refereed to the satisfaction of all.

INTER-HOUSE CROSS COUNTRY RUN (April Znd).

IFor this a large percentage of bovs who gave in their names
to run, did not turn up. The entries were not abnormally large,
some houses only giving in five names. The result was a win
for Nelson with 63 points.  School House, who supplied the first
two home, being a good second with 73 points, and Rodney
third.

The run started from the football ground leading across the
fields to the top of Shooter’s Hill. It then turned down into the
lane leading to the railway, and circuiting the golf links came
into the Bexley Road.  Avoiding Eltham High Street, the course
led down to Well Hall, and following the railway line to
Kidbrooke, finished at the football field. The course was about
five and a half miles, and the places were well contested.

Highfield went away at a rapid rate closely followed by
Hlmpsnn, and before a mile and a hall had been run, these were
well ahead of all the rest, After three miles Hl”llrl(‘](l wis
hundreds of yards in front of the main body and still closely
followed by Simpson, who unfortunately did not know the way.
At Well Hall station Highfield and Simpson found themselves
lifty or sixty vards behind Arnold who, quite correctly, had
taken a better course through Eltham. Highfield was now left
behind, and Arnold knowing the course somewhat better now
took the lead for most of the way home. Simpson who was
second to within about fifty vards of the winning post, put on a
sprint in the football field, and won by about ten yards. About
two or three hundred vards behind came Highfield, but he was
just passed by Clout within a short distance of home. The rest
were fairly well spread out although there were one or two

desperate races across the foothall field for a place. Many of

the juniors ran exceedingly well, and finished in good time.
Among these T. Murray and Sole thd very well.
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NELSON HOUSE TEA.

The following account has reached us from Nelson House.
On April 2nd, we held our first Annual House Tea. ‘The event
was a decided success despite the short time in which we had
to prepare for it, and the bashfulness of several talented members
of the House. We have much reason to thank Mrs. Sharp and
the mothers of our members who kindly sent cakes for the
colossal tea they provided, to which most of us did ample
justice. Tea was followed by an entertainment in which Messrs.
Ducker, Rogers, Walker, .\”Ib()n, Gilbert and Jackson, and
Mr, Sharp’s gramophone furnished the musical items.  G. Smith,
Gilbert and Allison obliged with a sketch, while Piper was the
comic artiste, The Pl()i‘((t[]l]“’s concluded with the singing of
the House Song.

CRICKET.

T the end of last term a meeting was held to elect
captains for the ensuing season, and the following were
appointed :—

1st X1. Captain, L C. Simpson ; Vice-Captain, H. Berry.

and XI. 4 . G, Smith; . N. L. Smith.
3rd XL - \\'. H:: Harher; " J. Williamson.

As we had six old “colours” available we anticipated
having a strong 1st XL, but we have found some difficulty in
filling up the other five [)[.1((“\ and we have not yet solved the
pruhlmn satisfactorily.  The old “colours ™ are Simpson, Berry,
Backhouse, Ritchie, Hulle\' and Alexander, and “colours ™ tlm
season have alre: 1(|\ been awarded to Webb and H. C. Wall.
Other “colours” and “honours” will be awarded later in the
season.  An “ Honour ™ Cap has been awarded to Berry.

Out of nine matches plaved, six have been won, and three
have been lost.  This result is fairly ‘wlll\rd(_tlll\ but we
quite expected to win two of the lost matches. We m];_:]lt have
done so, but for weak fielding, and unless there is improvement
in this department many more matches will be lost. The best
performances up to the present have been against St. Dunstan’s
2nd XI. whom we beat by 88, scoring 1571 ( T’)(‘rr\ 47, Simpson 27,
Webb 26, and Backhouse 20) to (13 (Ritchie 5 for 24); Lmd

against the M: isters, the st XI1. winning by 70 (N. L. Smith i
nnt out) to 54 (W e-hh 8 for 21). \lmlmm, ﬂur_\ and DBackhouse
have been the most successful batsmen, the two latter having
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made considerable progress since last season. The biggest
individual score has been 74 by Simpson against Eltham St.
John's.  Ritehie and Webh have bowled well, though the [ormer
has not started with such good performances as he did last season,
the reason probably being that the fine weather has made the
grounds so hard that he gets little or no assistance from the
pitch.

The 2nd XI. have not been so successlul, having won only
four matches out of nine played. They started by lec Wing
St. Dunstan’s 3rd XL on the first innings, but going on to play a
second innings theyv lost the match on the two innings.  They
lost to Aske's 2nd XI. by an innings, being able to score only 44
runs in two innings; but beat Addey and Stanhope 2nd XI. by
an innings and 59, scoring to4 (G. Smith 39, Hedley 22 not out)
to 12 and 33 (Walden 5 for 5, and g for 5; Caddy 5 for 2). No
fewer than 28 bovs have been tried and the dilliculty in picking
the team is rather who shall be left out than who shall be put
in. (. Smith, DBellord, Walden, Jackson and Hedley have
shown good form with the bat, and Walden, Caddy and N. 1
Smith have been the most successful bowlers.  The bowling
has not always been managed very well; for example Walden
was kept on against Merchant Tavlors 4th while 76 runs were
scored off his bowling.  Bellord and N. L. Smith have been pro-
moted to the 1st X1 and look like keeping their places.

On Wednesday, 28th May, the st and 2nd XL's were divided
to make up two teams as nearly equal as possible.  One team
plaved Erith County School 1st, and beat them by 67 (Berry 32)
to 62 (Walden 5 for 17), and the other plaved Bromley County
School 1st, and won by 88 to 86 (Bellord 4 for 11). On the
same day the 3rd XI. beat Erith Lnunl\ School 2nd by 48 to 43.
The 3rd XI. also beat Merchant Tavlors' sth X1, on” June 4th,
by 74 to 47.

lhc‘ House Competition seems likely to provide a much more
interesting struggle than last scason, owing to the fact that the
cricketing ability is distributed much more (—srtuzull\' among the
Houses. Every House has already suffered at least one defeat,
and there is only one which has not vet obtained a victory.
The position at present is :—

Played. Wan. Lost,
Nelson 4 3 I
Drake 3 2 I
Rodney 5 3 2
School 1 2 2
Wolfe 5 3 2
Raleigh 5 0 3
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Much credit is due to Raleigh for their continued keenness in
spite of repeated defeats. At the beginning of the season two
boys from each House volunteered to act as umpires in House
matches.  Each umpire would act on an average once in three
weeks, but up to the present the chiel feature of this arrange-
ment has been the number of times the appointed umpires have
failed to turn up.  On the other hand we have had fewer cases
than usual of boys picked for matches failing to turn up, and we
are very pleased to notice the improvement in this respect. A
large number of subseriptions are still unpaid, and they should
be brought in without further delayv.

The Old Boys’ match is fixed for July gth, and we are again
tryving to get the Union Castle ground, Manorway, Lee. We
hope that this year many maore hmu. will turn up to this match
and cheer the School on to a \’1(‘tnr\

RESULTS.

Saturday, May 3rd. 1st XI. v. Elm Road C.C., at Blackheath.
g1 (Simpson 44). 34 (Ritchie 5 for 16).

Sat., May roth. 1st X1. v Aske’s, at Nunhead.
Simpson b Grasby ... 6 | Daly ¢ Clark b Ritchie ... o
Bulley ¢ Noad b Trott ... g | Goose ¢ Webb b Clark 5
Alexander run out ... 0 | Sayersb Clark ... 3
Backhouse b Grasby ... 3 | Horn b Clark 3
Berry ¢ and b Grasby ... 6 | Grasby b Ritchie 4
Clark Ibw b Horn ... 10 | Robertson c and b Clark 6
Tuckfield ¢ Horn b Grasby o | Noad ¢ and b Ritchie 0
Chappell b Horn ... 1 | Iletcher b Ritchie 7
Webb not out ... .. 0 | Tyrell Ibw b Webb 2
Ritchie st Noad b Horn o | Trott b Clark 3
N. L. Smith run out .0 | Gould not out ... o
Extras ... :.. 0 | Extras 1

Total 35 Total 39

Clark 5 for 21, Ritchie 4 for 15, Webb 1 for 2. With 5
wickets to fall we wanted 6 runs to win and only succeeded i
getting one of them.
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Wed.,
42, at Blackheath.

May 14th.

Sat. May 17th. 1st XL v
Simpson b Bishop O i
Bulley b Bishop .. e 3
Backhouse ¢ \xlmrf

b Hocknell ... 1
Berrv ¢ and b Bishop e O
Alexander b Bishop e 3
Walden run out v O
Bellord b Bishop . 10
Wall b Hocknell s D

Tuckfield ¢ Avling

b Hocknell ... o
Ritchie not out ... .. 0
Chappell ¢ & b Hocknell... 2
Lixtras ... : 3

Total 35

Sat., May 24th. st X1

Simpson ¢ Barnett b Phillips 27

Bulley Ibw b Phillips .
Clark ¢ Wood b Phillips ... 1
Berry b P'hillips ... 47
Backhouse ¢ Bone b I\Ul](—“-(ll 20
Alexander run out ... 10
Bellord ¢ and b Percival ... 6
Webb ¢ Barnett b Phillips 26
(5. Smith run out e o
Ritchie not out ... .. 0
Wall absent hurt .. 0
Extras ... .. b

Total 151

1st. X1, 77.

v

for 8.

Woolwich Polyvtechnic 21 and
Alexander 6 for 5, Webb 2

Brockley County School,

Ritchie

at Blackheath.

46

Alexander ...

5 for 24

4

bR}

L3

St. Dunstan’s 2nd X1

Ritchie
Clark

(1 3

5 for 24

4

34
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Sat., May 3rst. 1st X1 v Addey and Stanhope.
Simpson run out. .. WO
DBackhouse b Harding con: W5
Berrv b Harper ... SR
Bulley b Oram ... . O 85
Clark ¢ and b Hole 3 :
Alexander b Oram o]
Bellord b Oram ... 5 Bellord ... 3for13
N. L. Smith ¢ Hole N —— ) )
b Mortimer ... 11 e aaa 2» 19
Gillis b Oram oy B Clark 2, 20
Ritchie not out ... s T§ Ritchie 2, 28
Chappell st Voysey
b Mortimer ... g
Extras .. g 16
Total 68

Wednesday, June 4th.

1st. XI. v Masters, at Blackheath.

Played on a very fiery pitch.  The Masters won the toss and
batted first. They were all out for the poor score of 54, due
partly to bad luck, and partly to bad batting and bad running
between wickets. Mr. Crofts was badly run out, and Mr. Woods
pulled a ball wide on the off on to his wicket. If the earlier
batsmen had run for the byes as keenly as Mr. Mann and the
Sergeant, the result of the match would probably have been
different.  Webb bowled very well, but his analysis of 8 for 21
was rather flattering.  T'he boys won the match with 6 wickets
down, assisted by 14 byes, and then with the help of Mr. Wood's
leg breaks they raised their total to 7o. N. L. Smith’s 21 not
out included a lovely leg-hit for 6. On going in again the
Masters declared at 77 lm 5, and the boys wllllml with 82, but
the second innings was not taken seriously. It was a very
enjovable 5&1;111,.111(1 the bovs are to be congratulated on their
victory, the second on record.



~1
o]

ROAN MAGAZINE.

Masters v Bays.
T. R. N. Crofts run out ... 23 | Simpson b Parker 8
J. Jackson ¢ Smith b Webb o | Backhouse b Crofts .4
G. R. Parker b Ritchie ... 4 | Webb ¢ Parker b Crofts ... 3
J. W, Kirby ¢ and B Webb 2 | Berry b Kirby 8
A Woods b Webb ... 3 | Alexander b Parker . 5
W. A. Allen Ibw b Webb... 2 | Bellord ¢ Woods b Crofts o
1.. A. Triebel ¢ Ritchie N. L. Smith not out wese BT
b Webb... o | Wall b Kirby ... 6
J. Amesbury b Webb ... 2| Chappell ¢ Tyler b l\nl)\ 0
W. Mann ¢ Wall b Webb... 3 | Ritchie b Allen s
Sergt. Tvyler b Webb 8 | Gillis b Allen ... .0
J. H. Peckham not out o | Extras o T4
Extras ... 7
Total 54 Total 70

Sat. June 7th.  1st XL, 119 (Simpson 74).  Eltham St. John's,
74 (Bellord 6 for 15, kl,nl\ > for 29).

MasSTERS v -ST. Dunstan's MASTERS.

Playved at Catlord, Wednesday, June r1th. St. Dunstan’s won
the toss and batted first on a very good wicket. They ran up a
total of 219 for g wickets, and then declared leaving us about an
hour and three-quarters to bat. Our first batsmen set about
their task very resolutely, and runs came rapidly.” When 100
went up in about 4o minutes, with only two wickets down, we
began to have hopes of winning. Nr. Jackson and Mr. Stebbings
continued to make runs at a good pace, and Nir. Jackson was
caught at 139 for a splendid innings of 5. When Mr., Stebbings
was stumped at 181, for a good innings of 55, we required 40 to
win, and had about 18 minutes to play. Mr. Woods' first ball
went out of the ground [or 6, a glorious hit, but we lost another
wicket at 200, Mr. Crolts being bowled for a well plaved 31.
Mr. Kirby then kept his end up while Mr. Woods proceeded to
hit off the remaining runs, and amid much excitement we gained
a very creditable vietory with about 5 minutes to spare, and only
5 W ickets down. Mr. l\l]h_\ was bowled in the last over, and
the final score was 233 for 6 wickets.
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St. Dunstan’s Masters v Roan Masters.
. Rice b H. Stebbings ... 54 | ]. Jackson ¢ Brown
L. J. Smith b Scudamore ... 24 b Partridge 75
H. C. Partridge ¢ Scudamore A. Skinner b Lister 21
b Allen 21 | G. R. Parker ¢ Platt
J- H. Young ¢ Scudamore b Brown i B
b Crofts 25 | H. V. Stebbings st Davies
C. Perceval ¢ Jackson b Partr idge 55
b Crofts 5 | T. R.N. Crofts b Pdltll(l”‘(‘ 31
L. W, Grenvillec & b I\ilh 27 | A. Woods not out 30
I. Davies b Crofts 17 | . W. Kirby b f’m‘tri(]gr} 3
C. M. Stuart b Kirby g | J. M. Stebbings
1. W, Brown b Crofts 5 | €. Scudamore did not
I°. H. Lister not out g | W. A Allen { hat
H. Platt not out. .. 6 | L. A, Triebel J
Iixtras ... 17 | Extras... L.16
Total for g wits, 219 Total for 6 wkts. 233
Innings declared. —_— —

PHOTOGRAPH COMPETITION.

Two prizes (value 4/- each) are olfered for the best photographs
taken between July 1st and Sept. 17th, by boys in the School.
Subjects.—1. A Landscape or Seascape.
2. A subject of Historical Interest.
["\.amplm ~ A monument; memorial ;
ancient building ; a portion of an ancient
building, ete.
In awarding the prizes the ages of the competitors will be
taken mto account.
RuLes.

1. The exposing, developing and printing must be done
entirely by the competitor.

2. No oval or round photographs will be accepted.

3. Each photograph must have written on the back —

(a) A title. (4) A nom de plume.

4. Each photograph, accompanied by an entry Form
(which can be obtained from Mr. ]I')\H(‘l) must
be enclosed in an  envelope marked outside,
“ Photograph Competition,” and must be placed
in_the box outside the Headmaster's room on or
belore Wednesday, Sept. 17th.

5. The mounting of the |1|u>tnln iphs will be taken into
account in awarding the prizes.
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RAMBLING CLUB.

RAMBLE TO WELL HALL.

ARCH 15th, 1912. In spite of adverse circumstances this
ramble was very successful and productive of a good deal
~of fun.  More than twenty members reached Well Hall by
various routes. All the ramblers were soon hard at work,
though a bitterly cold wind froze the wet portions of the body.
A good haul in all branches of pond life was obtained. Suddeniv
we were aroused by a raucous voice repeating in a monotonous
cry, “Gowon! . .. gowon!” On investigation the author of
this peculiar song was found to be a fine specimen of Homo
Sapiens, a farmer, owner of the hayfield in which we were.
Deaf to the advice of many brave spirits, the army was soon in
complete rout, but on the disappearance ol the enemy, took up a
position at the farther end of the field, and continued work in
another pond.  Lventually we returned to the railwayv station,
and waited one hour for a train, camping out on the ]—m\'emem
to the terror and astonishment of the inhabitants. The events
of this most enjovable ramble, as is always the case when man-
kind is oppressed, gave rise to some outbursts of epic poetry,

which the Editor has, perhaps wisely, thought fit to repress.

RAMBLE TO CATERHAM, OXTED AND
WESTERHAM.

On April 22nd, during the Easter holidavs, a ramble was
arranged to Caterham, Oxted and Westerham. When the dav
arrived only three members responded to the call; for the benefit
of posterity we must record their names:—Dade, Kemp and
I, C. King. Space forbids us to enter into a full description,
but suffice it to say that a very wide range of natural history
subjects was encountered, and a great number of humorous
incidents enlivened the day. As an unequalled and very jolly
day this ramble will always be a pleasant memorv to those who
took part. e

VISIT TO MR. NEWMAN'S BUTTERFLY FARM.

On March 29th, Mr. Newman, of Bexley, very kindly showed
a party over his well-known butterflly farm.” He has many
thousands of caterpillars of most of the English butterflies and
moths feeding in his extensive grounds and glasshouses, and in
Blendon woods. He supplies collectors all over the world with
living and mounted specimens. A very interesting alternoon
was spent under the guidance of Mr. Newman, who has had a
unique experience in matters entomological.
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RAMBLE TO BLENDON WOODS.

On May 24th. The ramblers, of whom there was a large
number, divided into three or four parties and scoured the
woods, which proved profitable to the entomologists and also
interesting botanically. H. A, D.

SPECKS ©OF LIEE.

HERE is probably no more fascinating and inexhaustible
source of interest than the enquiry into the minute structure
of natural objects which is rendered possible by that highly

perfected piece of mechanism, the microscope. When subjected to
the pitiless searching eve of the microscope the finest examples of
the work of man are revealed as crude and unfinished masses,
while Nature's children become more beautiful in direct ratio
to the closeness of examination., When we peer through the
dark brass tube at the circle of brilliant light beyond, we are
transported to another world by an agent even more powerful
than the lamp and ring of Aladdin, to a world whose wonders
eclipse the wildest dreams of a Gulliver or a Manchausen, and
excite even the blasé mind of the twentieth century.

Watch the biologist as he takes a drop of the creaming mantle
ol a standing pond—a frond of duckweed—with a small pipette,
spreads the drop on a slip of glass, and covers it with a tiny
circle of glass, thin as paper. Now follows a rapid adjustment
of the array of mirrors, lenses, and brass screws, and as the
modern magician steps aside, let the novice take his place and
apply his eve to the black circle which surmounts the tube. For
a moment he is dazzled by the brightness which bursts upon
him. Then as his eyes grow accustomed to the light he becomes
absorbed in contemplation of the strange vista opened up before
him. To one side is a rounded, sharply defined mass, practically
opaque, mottled with yellowish green marks which presently are
seen to be small chambers filled with granular material.
Stretched across the scene in sweeping curves are long, green
and brown ropes, divided by numerous partitions into short
cylindrical chambers, each containing a spiral green band run-
ning round the walls, and various dark bodies. Scattered around
are various boat-, crescent-, star-, and rod-shaped transparent
brown bodies. ‘These move in tiny motions along their length.
Again, chains ol small rectangular box-like objects, linked
together by their corners, lie here and there. Then, rolling
rapidly along comes a transparent green globe covered with tiny
hairs and a network ol short lines, containing about eight
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smaller copies of itself revolving within 1t.  Such is the vegeta-
tion of this foreign land.

Flowing slow I\ over the green filaments is a mass of jelly-like
substance. Now and then when it comes into contact with an
attractive fragment of organic matter, or one of the jerking
atoms already seen, it proceeds to envelop it by the simple
method of closing ummtl it and joining up again beyond, just
as we might press a pebble into a lump of clay and close “the
mass over it. - What more simple method of taking a meal ? A
small clear bubble constantly forms in the animal's body, then
suddenly vanishes, In addition to the numerous food-particles
seen in the body-substance there is a large dark body, or nucleus.
In another place one of these creatures ‘has just hl]llt into two,
and now each hall wanders olf, a separate animal.

Now, from the large rounded mass first noticed springs a
delicate bell, like a glass goblet on a long thin stem. A fringe
of waving filaments rises [rom the edges of the cup and keeps up
a constant lashing motion which, creating a miniature whirlpool
entraps the prev—Ilesser beings—of this remarkable creature.
When disturbed the bell contracts, becoming globular, the stalk
assumes a spiral form so that the whole Ricks out of sight.
Soon it is seen that a whole colony of these animalcule is
anchored to the massive [rond.

Clinging to another portion by its forked tail is vet another
shape—a completely transparent, bag- shaped thing, whose head
is divided into lobes each with a crown of waving tentacles, so
that the whole seems to revolve. Inside the body is a long
digestive tube with a rhyvthmically contracting gizzard provided
with hard erushing-teeth.

Now there flits across the disc of light a scaly lobster-like
being with a long spiked tail and a single large eve, swimming
by means of powerful oar-like antennwe, dragging behind two
areat bags of eggs.

The observer is brought back to earth with a start by the
voice of his friend telling him that the area ol the disc of light
embracing the whole strange scene is about one thirtieth of a
square inch.  He is bewildered by his glimpse into the unknown,
by the fearsome, swarming world of the puddle, by the mystery
of animal-like plants and plant-like animals. The everlasting
struggles ol the primeval slime—the inhabitants of the pre-
historic ooze—have paraded before his eves

As he walks slowly out of the ||])Ur'ltu1\ his serious mind is
busy with thoughts of his own insignificance, and he wrestles
blindlv with the eternal enigma of the infinite universe.
Resolving to pay [requent visits to the Land of Little, he hastens
home to dream of nightmare monsters. Harey A Dane,
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DEBATING SOCIETY.

@Z\" February 2oth, Highfield moved that the proposals to
alter the present system of English spelling are to be

deplored. He found a good many supporters (among
whom were several members who have not vet mastered all the
intricacies of the system now in vogue), but failed to carry his
motion by twelve votes. It was urged that the customary
spelling is not so dificult as the r(‘fmmms try to make out, and
should present no insurmountable obstacles to the mature
intellect of a person of eight vears or over.  We were too desir-
ous of making things easyv; surely it was good to learn to over-
come difficulties.  The changes proposed would disguise the
etvmology of the language, and render the Bible and Shakespeare
alien books.  They would make the language appear unspeak-
ably ugly and repulsive ; the new syvstem could not be permanent,
as pronunciation gradually  but continually changed. The
opposers brought forward numerous examples to show the
difficulties arising out of the present illogical way of spelling.
They craved pity for the schoolbov, and for the intelligent
[oreigner who had to struggle with its absurdities. Thev con-
tended that the current spelling more often than not obscured
the descent of words, and perpetuated ignorant errors of the
Dutch printers of the sixteenth century, and that a reform would
assist real students of etvmology by retarding instead of
hastening changes in pronunciation, and promote accuracy in
speech.

On March 6th, the House decided by the narrow majority of
one, that the Suflrage should not be extended to women. There
is, no doubt, that the recent exploits of the militant section of
the women sullragists defeated this motion for their enfranchise-
ment, just as tlu‘_\ did a few weeks' later in a more august
assembly.  Hoare championed the Cause of Woman with
enthusiasm while Clout led a vigorous opposition.

During the session Dade resigned his Secretaryship owing to
pressure of other work, and Highfield was unanimously elected
to succeed him.

OLD BOYS NOTES:

SIIHE 2nd Annual Athletic Sports. As it was impossible to
obtain the use ol the ground for a Saturday, and considering

the difficulty of securing a suflicient entry last vear, the
Sports’ Committee have decided not to include an Old I’m\'-,
race in this vear’s programme. All Old Bovs who can attend
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will be welcomed, and tickets of admission may be obtained on
application to Mr. A. C. Horth. The Committee would be glad
to receive donations towards the Sports’ 1'und, and they should
be sent to Mr. W. Mann.

On March 6th, in the School Hall, Mr. I. L. G, de Montmorency
egave the second of his lectures on the history of the Roan Schaol,
and those few who were privileged to hear it were m: o real-
ise the splendid work which the School has done and is doing,
and the prominent position it has alwayvs occupied in the educa-
tion of the countryv. He dealt very fully with the genealogy of
our founder, and his reading of the e.lrl\' Minutes, with their
quaint and homely references to the boys of old time, who had
received their education at the School, were full of interest, and
brought us into close touch with the past. There is an original
metal Roan badge now in the possession of an Old Boy, Mr.
C. A. Bradford, of the Home Olfice, who has been good enough
to express his willingness to present it to the School.  We hope
that it will shortly adorn the walls of the building. Mr. de
Montmorency’s third and final lecture will be given some time in
the autumn.

The desire to have the School History and Register published
in book form, referred to in the last number of the Magazine, will
we believe soon be fulfilled. Mr. de Montmorency has the subject
in hand, and its appearance will be eagerly looked forward to.

The second Annual Cinderella Dance was held at the Borough
Hall on March 2gth, a company of 68 being present, including
some of the School Governors.  The event was a most enjoyable
one and proved a great success, for which credit is due to the
unflagging energies of those who were responsible for its organ-
isation. Unfortunately there was a deflicit, but this was con-
siderably less than that ol last year. The following gentlemen
very efficiently filled the posts of stewards:—M <. Durling,
A. G. Jackson, W. I. Potter, A. A. Robinson and I H. Sewell.

On Wednesday, July gth, the Annual Cricket Match between
the School and Old Boys will be plaved. The question of ground
is not vet definitely arranged, but we are in hopes of again
obtaining the use of the Union Castle C.C.'s excellent private
ground in the Manor Way, Blackheath. Will those who desire
to turn out for the Old Bo I. kindly send in their names to
Mr. S. ]. A. Crouch, 8 Mayhill Road, Charlton, if possible before
July 1st.

Drarn.—We regret to have to record the death, on April 1oth
of Mr. G. C. Whibley, a Vice-President of the Old Roan Associa-
tion, and lor many vears a Governor ol the School.
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GEO. COLLINS & SON,

<Y Tailors, Hosiers and
Colonial Outfitters. *<

44 & 45 BROADWAY DEPTFORD, S.E.

AND

198 LEWISHAM HIGH ROAD, NEW CROSS, S.E.

ARTHUR GREY,
10, NELSON STREET, GREENWICH.

FANCY GOODS  sw ~ DOULTON WARE
andTOYS: = A Speciality.

Support local tradesmen whose
interest it is to give you
satisfaction.

/ HAROLD S. SMETS,

—  Music Warehouse, —

131 South Street, Greenwich,
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