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OCCASIONAL NOTES.

Athletic Sports, Saturday, July 8th.
Swimming Sports, Friday, July 21st, at 2.45 p.m.

Summer Term ends Wednesday, July 26th.

Autumn Term begins Tuesday, September 12th.

Entrance Examination, Tuesday, September 12th, 9.15 a.m.
West Country Trek begins Friday, July 28th.

Cadet Corps Camp begins Saturday, July 29th.

There are at present 359 boys in the School.

All old and present boys will be glad to know that the
Governors have given the rank and title of Vice-Master to Mr, Potter,
as a recognition of his long and splendid service to the School.
Long may he flourish to guide us, old and new alike, by his wise
and kindly counsel !

The Sports, which are to be held on July 8th, will be arranged
with a necessary regard to war economy, but we are confident that
the boys will prove that keenness is in inverse ratio to heavy
expenditure.

Thanks to the loyalty with which almost every boy subscribed
last term to the Athletic Fund, and to the devoted services of a
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Staff, and never have these been more effectively and ungrudgingly
given. When the teaching hours are over, a master’s time is
legally and justly his own, and yet nobody who knows anything of
the School can fail to realise how large an inroad upon their leisure
the Staff voluntarily make in order to provide for the boys the
fullest development that a day school can afford. When [ realise
for how many years most of them have kept up this invaluable
help, and how they go on giving it in spite of growing family
claims, I feel that the very least I can do is to remind the boys and
their parents of their debt of obligation, and to thank the Staff
most heartily and sincerely in the School's name for all that they
have done, are doing, and, | have no doubt, will do.

LECTURES.

On Friday, March roth, Mr. J. H. Whitehouse, m.p., kindly
came down to the School and greatly interested us with a lecture
on the Houses of Parliament.

He first introduced us to the building itself, told us of its
architecture, its magnificent rooms, its grand halls and labyrinth
of passages. A plan of the two Houses with the adjoining
passage was drawn on the board. On this plan he showed the
positions of the chief points of interest : the Speaker’s chair at one
end, the seats for Members bordering each side of the House, the
strangers’ gallery and the bar. He pointed out the table on which
the mace lies with the other symbols of office and power. Great
interest was shewn when he described the traditional observances
which must be performed, however quaint they may seem to the
casual observer. An offender against these customs he told us
was ‘‘called to the bar,” and there he had to answer for his faults
to the Speaker. Mr. Whitehouse concluded with a picturesque
description of the Opening of Parliament by the King. In vivid
colours he described the ceremony: how the King came in his
gorgeous robes into the House of Lords, where the Peers are
assembled with their wives; how the messenger is sent to the
Commons to summon the Members to the Lords. These Members,
he said, slammed the door in the face of the messenger, only
condescending to bhear his message through an aperture in the
door. They then came, following the messenger into the royal
presence, and the ceremony proceeded.

A vote of thanks was proposed by Mr. Potter and seconded by
N. L. Smith. The hearty cheers given by the boys were ample
proof of the pleasure given them by this eloquent speaker,
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A fortnight after this lecture, Mr. J. E. G. de Montmorency,
M.A., LL.B., struck a vibrating chord in every boy’s heart with a
rousing speech on the subject of Patriotism, Local and National.

He showed how every boy should firstly be patriotic to his
family, to hear no disparaging remarks about any member of it,
and not to stain its honour by sinning. Then extending his
subject he contended that every boy should be patriotic to his form,
his school, his district, town, borough, county and country. It
was this patriotism to their country that had ‘prompted the millions
of men of whom our volunteer army consisted. ** Our voluntary
service he requires, not our necessitated,” said Milton. Undoubtedly
many of the boys present longed to join England’s noble army,
but they must remember that the same poet said, ** They also serve
who only stand and wait " ; although, while waiting they could be
preparing by taking advantage of the facilities offered by the Cadet
Corps or the Scouts for military and profitable civilian knowledge.

He reached his climax by stating that the boy should be
patriotic to the world in general. If the world were always
patriotic to itself, how much happier it would be! How much
happier it would be if it could show an integral front to the powers
of evil !

Evidence of the boys hearty concurrence with the spirit of the
lecture, and the esteem in which they held their popular Governor,
was given by the ardent cheers which followed the vote of
thanks proposed by Mr. Titley and seconded by A. J D. Ronald.

A lecture on the Folk Tales of Ceylon was given on Friday,
April 7th, by Mr. G. F. Plant, of the Colonial Civil Service.

After a short introduction, in which the natives, their manners
and dress (if any) were described, Mr. Plant entered upon the Folk
Tales of this strange people. They were very quaint, and some
showed clearly the superstitious workings of the heathen mind.

In one story a man had left his native village for many
years and was believed dead by his friends. However, this was
not so, and one day he came back and went to his original home.
The son, thinking he saw his father’s ghost, and not the man in
flesh and blood, slammed the door in his face and would not listen
to his father’s pleading for admittance. Other houses he tried
with the same result. In the end he was forced to go and live
once more in the forest.

Another story he related was of a man who, noticing a loose
brick in the house- of a wealthy person, could not resist the
temptation of robbing the owner by taking out the loose brick,
carefully loosening and taking out the bricks round it, and gaining
admittance by the hole thus made. He was, however, caught.

When taken for trial he said that he could not resist the
temptation of the loose brick.
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The Court agreed that the man who put in the brick so
carelessly was certainly guilty. When called, however, he blamed
the boy who did not bring enough water to make sufficient cement
to keep the brick in place. The boy blamed the maker of the leaky
pot in which he brought the water. The potter was fetched. He
remembered making the pot, for, he said, while he was making it
he looked up from his work to see a pretty lady who was passing
by. It was then that he had made the faulty pot. The belle,
when brought, said that she had taken great care over her toilet
that day as she was going to a ball.

The jury, seeing that this transferring of the blame could go
on ad infinttum, and thinking it necessary to hang someone,
finally decided to ‘* hang that fat old man over the way,” as he
would be a good sight on the gallows !

This little story, exaggerated as it may seem to our refined
minds, nevertheless shows clearly the difficulty of administering
strictly impartial justice.

Three hearty cheers were given as a mark of gratitude to the
speaker, after a vote of thanks had been proposed by Mr. Parker,
supported by C. Baker and G. F. Lomas.

Mr. Plant very kindly promised to pay us another visit in the
near future.

Faal e,

PARENTS EVENINGS.

The ‘ Parents' Evenings' were held on Thursday and Friday, April 6th
and 7th, and a large number of parents took the opportunity of comparing
notes with the Masters upon a subject of profound concern to both—the
welfare of the boys. If there is any truth in the ancient belief that the ears of a
person under discussion grow hot, there must have been many tingling ears
among Roan boys on these occasions, as they were the subject of many
interesting conversations. The proceedings opened with a Concert given by
the School Choir and the Cadet Corps Band, under the skilful direction of
Mr. Amesbury. :

PROGRAMME.
Pianoforte Solo .. vt | e Nive™ ., .. W. Gansz
G. H. Isaacson.

(** Cornelius March" ...
1 ¢ El Abanico"

E. LyoN AND G. H. Isaacson.
Part Song ... ... **Over the Fields of Clover " o A, Giebel
Vocal Solo... } Sterndale Bennett

Instrumental

i .. Mendelssohn
(Two Flutes) . o

‘“ Gentle Zephyr'
H. G. Mack.

Violin Solo ... Fantasia from ** Carmen " ...

A. T. TEBBUTT.

arr. Farmer

ke
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Part Song ... ““ Beauty and Truth" ...
Vocal Solo ... .. **The Bellringer "'
H. L. Hoskins.

“ Le Corso Blanc "
S. E. CARLTON.

Coleridge-Taylor
. Vincent Wallace

Piccolo Solo

Folk Song ... ... “I'm Seventeen come Sunday " o arr, Cecil Sharp
Vocal Solo... “Who is Sylvia "' .., Schubert
R. WaLsH.

Part Song .. “ Come Sail My Barque ™ ... ot oo H. Smart

SELECTIONS BY THE BAND OF THE ScHOOL CADET CORPS.

The charm of the songs rendered and the sweetness of the singing gave
much enjoymwent. The playing of the Band was marked by force and precision,
and was most impressive. Hoskins, Mace and Walsh, the soloists, sang
splendidly. Tebbutt played the violin in excellent style, while his vigorous and
intricate performance on the big drum excited feelings of wonder and
admiration.

After an interval for light refreshments and conversation, Mr. Hope
expressed his pleasure at meeting so many parents for the first time. The
ohject of school training was to produce strong bodies, alert minds and kind
hearts. In additiorf to the ordinary activities he was especially anxious to
encourage Scouting and Camping as most effective means to this end.
He attached great importance to a rational dress, and would like to see shorts
and jersey adopted as the school uniform on grounds of economy, adaptability
and health. Mr. Hope also spoke on many other points of mutual interest to
parents and teachers, and general agreement with his views was expressed by
the meeting.

CRICKET.

The Summer of 1916 has seen several developments in the games
arrangements. In the first place Saturday morning school has been abolished,
and we now have school all day on Wednesday. Matches arranged for the
School elevens are still played on Wednesday and Saturday afternoons, and
Saturday mornings are quite free for other games, and provide a very suitable
time for playing House matches. Another new feature is that every boy is
entitled to the last hour of school on one afternoon a week for playing
games, so that all boys have at least one chance a week of playing cricket.
The Forms are divided into four groups, and one group leaves school
each afternoon at 2.45. These extra opportunities should in time produce an
improvement in the cricket, but this improvement is not yet very evident.

N. L. Smith was elected Captain of the 1st XI for the third season, and
Tuckfield is Vice-Captain for the second time. The new 2nd XI Captain is
T. Morris, with Huymphreys as Vice-Captain, while Thackeray and Hutchins
are Captain and Vice-Captain respectively of the 3rd XI.

Only four of last year's Colours remain, Smith, Tuckfield, Threader and
S. Taylor, so that a large amount of new blood was required for the 1st XI,
and any promising boy had a better chance than usual of obtaining a place.
Six places appear to have been filled permanently by Flanagan, Iveson,
Radford, Daniel, Doswell and Gillam, but the last place is still open. Several
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candidates have been tried, of whom Chatt and Duggin seem to be the
most likely. Good scores have been made by Threader, Tuckfield, Daniel
and Gillam, while Taylor, who was expected 1o do great things this season,
has been rather unsuccessful up to now. The bowling has been shared
mainly between Smith and Flanagan, with Radford and Iveson to fall back on.

The 1st XI has lost only two matches, Erith County School inflicting an
unexpected defeat in spite of a plucky innings by Radford. This is the
first time Erith has beaten our 1st XI. = Victories have been gained against
Colfe’s (twice), Woolwich Polytechnic, Addey and Stanhope, Whitechapel
Foundation School and Brockley County School, while the match against
St. Dunstan’s was stopped by rain after a few overs had been bowled.

The 2nd XI has lost two matches, against Brockley County 2nd XI and
Addey and Stanhope 2nd XI, and has won nine, two of their victories, against
Woolwich Polytechnic and Erith County 2nd XI, being very handsome ones.
In the former game Johnston scored 65 and C. C. White 38, and in the latter
Humphreys took seven wickets for one run.

The 3rd XI has played two games against Alleyn's 4th XI. The first
game was drawn, very much in our opponents' tavour, and the second resulted
in a severe defeat for us. It should be said that our team was on each occasion
very much smaller and younger than our rivals.

The Senior House Competition will be decided later in the Season by a
knock-out contest. The Junior Competition is being played on Saturday
mornings, on the league system. Each House has played three matches;
Rodney has won all three games, while Wolfe and Drake have lost all theirs.

It is very disappointing to have to complain again about the failure of
some boys to keep their engagements. Threatening weather appears to
be considered as quite sufficient excuse for failure to turn up. On Saturday,
June 1oth, one team turned up with seven and two .others with eight
of the players selected. In each case our opponents had a full team, The
offenders cannot expect to be picked again,

Another instance of unsatisfactory and unsportsmanlike conduct is the way
in which at the conclusion of a game the great majority of the players hurry off
and leave stumps, bats, &c., lying on the ground. Every player ought to
feel in honour bound to stay until everything is put away tidily.” It is only a
matter of a few minutes.

Results up to date :—
1st XI beat Woolwich Polytechnic 1st XI by 34 to 13. Tuckfield 13, Smith

5 for 6, Flanagan 5 for 6.

beat Brockley County School 1st XI by 108 to 25. Daniel 28, Gillam 22,
Smith 35 for 10, Flanagan 4 for 13.

beat Whitechapel Foundation School 1st XI by 55 to 45. Taylor 16,
Flanagan 5 for 19,

beat (f:.olfe's 1st XI by 9z to 77. Threader 26, Tuckfield 19, Flanagan
7 for 25.

lost l? Erith County School 1st XI by 52 to 60. Radford 14, Iveson
3 for 1.

beat Addey and Stanhope 1st XI by 68 to 62.

lost to Westminster City 1st XI by g and 41 to 25 and 37 for 3.

beat Erith County School 1st XI by 62 to 36. Doswell not out 17,
Flanagan 6 for 12.

beat Colfe’s 1st XI by 76 to 75. Threader 16, Doswell 16.

beat Forest Hill House School by 76 to 59. Taylor 24, Doswell 16,
Radford 7 for 2.

-

-
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2nd XI beat Addey and Stanhope 2nd XI by 73 to 26. G. Davies 25 not out,
Brosinovitch 7 for 8.

beat Woolwich Polytechnic znd XI by 131 for 4 to 36. Johnston 63,
C. White 38, Morris 4 for g.

lost to Brockley County School 2nd XI by 19 to 33.

beat Colfe’s 2nd XI by 68 to 32. Duggin 27, Humphreys 3 for 6.

beat Erith County School 2nd XI by 81 to 5. Gilbert 18, Humphreys
7 for 1.

beat St. Dunstan’s 3rd XI by 62 to 23. Johnston 18, Brosinovitch 5 for 8.
lost to Addey and Stanhope 2nd XI by 11 to 37.
beat George Green's 1st XI by 39 to 26.
beat Erith County School 2nd XI by 71 to 17 and 49. Morris 15, Chatt
15, Thackeray not out 15, Brosinovitch 6 for 10 and 8 for 14.
beat Colfe’s 2nd XI by 69 to 54. Humphreys 5 for 14.
beat Brockley County School znd XI by 67 to 32. Davies 16, Morris 16,
Brosinovitch 6 for 14.
3rd X1 drew with Alleyn's 4th XI, 22 for 7 against 120 for 1.
lost to Alleyn's 4th XI, 15 and 28 against 101.
beat George Green's 2nd XI by 50 to 14.
XI under 14 lost to Alleyn’s XI under 14, 19 and 27 against 197.

SeENIOR House COMPETITION—1st Round: School beat Drake; Wolfe beat
Rodney ; Nelson beat Raleigh.

EMPIRE DAY.

The usual Empire Day celebration was held on May 24th.
The proceedings opened with the singing of Kipling’s ‘‘ Recessional,"
after which Rev. F. ]J. Tackley, Vicar of Greenwich and Hon.
Chaplain to the Cadet Corps, gave us a very inspiring and helpful
address. He pointed out how the idea of Empire is in the very
best sense one of family, and showed how this ideal of family life
is at the root of all true growth of the Empire spirit, and that from
it alone can spring those virtues which will make our Empire fruit-
ful and useful to the human race. In addition he drew on his
experiences as an Army Chaplain in South Africa to impress upon
us how very dear to our people in far-off parts of the Empire the
homeland is, and how much they look forward to ceremonies such
as those of Empire Day which serve to strengthen the links which
bind them to the Motherland.

‘“Land of Hope and Glory” was sung, after which A. B. Rush
handed a bouquet to Miss Upton (one of the Governors), who
came down in order to hoist the flag.

A vote of thanks to Mr. Tackley, moved by Miss Upton and
seconded by Mr. Scarr, was carried with enthusiasm, and this part
of the ceremony was concluded by the singing of both school songs
by special request of the Governors present.
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We then adjourned to the Gym., where the Cadets and Scouts

were formed up in uniform, A Company forming a guard of honour
to the visitors.

As the flag was being hoisted the Cadet Corps band played
the General Salute, while immediately it was broken the National
Anthem was rendered.

After several selections by the band and cheers for the visitors,
etc., we dispersed to enjoy the usual half-holiday.

EASTER SCOUTS’ CAMP IN THE ISLE OF WIGHT.

On the morning of April 14th the Isle of Wight campers met at the School.
The san was shining brightly—an ideal day for a holiday. Our party num-
bered thirty-two, which included six of Mr. Hope's old Manchester boys to
show us the way to do things. What a merry party we were, with hope in our
hearts and Mr. Hope at our head ! Parcels, rugs and bundles had no terrors
for us. Arriving at Portsmouth at about 2.30 p.m. we got on to the boat and
steamed away to Ryde, passing several men-o'-war on our shorl voyage.

We were reminded that England was at war by Mr. Hope being called
upon to guarantee our nationality before disembarkation. The little match-box
Isle of Wight Railway carried us to Bembridge, which was our headquarters.
Passing through the village we bought in stores, our luggage being taken up
to the field by the village 'bus. Fancy being able to boast of a "bus !

The pavilion, in which we slept and lived, was in a large field right on the
cliff, with glorious sea and country views, Here we had a lot of work to do to
get the place something like ship-shape. When this was completed we had
tea and a sing-song. Later on Mr. Hope read us a story, after which we had
supper and went for a short walk in the moonlight before turning in, Few of
us slept well that night, not being used to plank beds, although straw paliasses
somewhat soften the rigours of camping ; but after the first night our slumbers
left nothing to be desired. The sluggards were awakened next morning with
cups of hot cocoa broughl to them by the breakfast fags. Then in due time
came a breakfast of porridge, bacon and eggs, bread and jam, and coffee.
(Our menu was plentiful and varied. The dinners consisted of beef, mutton
or pork, with vegetables, and for pudding usually fruit salad, and sometimes
oranges alone, The teas were of bread and butter, jam and cake, unless we
had had dinner out, when we came home and had a meat tea of tongue or
ham, and then as much bread and butter as we wanted. For supper we had
biscuits and milk. The cost of the food per week was eleven shillings each.)
Washing-up and potato-peeling occupied some little time afterwards, and the
novel occupation caused much fun. It was really marvellous how we managed
to get up a good appetite for dinner, which appeared about 1.30.

What walks we had! Brading, Sandown, Shanklin, Ventnor, Ryde and
Newport were all visited in turn.

At Brading we saw the old stocks and the quaint old village. But, un-
fortunately, we could not get into the church.

At Shanklin we had a fine lunch. The cliff here is so high that there is a
lift to take you down if you are disinclined for the exertion of using the road.
Our first day's outing ended with a sharp shower when we were just between
Sandown and Shanklin, which made us take shelter as best we could. This
was the only rain we had the whole time we were in the island, except for a
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shower lasting for about two minutes on the way to Ryde, which was our next
long walk. Here we patronized the local shops for mementoes of the island.
Some of us, when we had finished our shopping, went on to the pier, which is
a fine promenade compared with that of Ventnor; although people who have
to run for the boat find even that long enough.

At Ventnor again we sampled the goods in the numerous shops of every
description, and were again careful to get good value for our money. But
here, unfortunately, we did not have long. On the way home we went to the
smallest and oldest church in England, at Bonchurch. This is very pretty, all
covered with ivy. We enjoyed seeing the Landslip at Shanklin, and Sandown
from a high eminence. When we got home we felt like hunters, we were so
hungry and thirsty.

The Ventnor walk was about eighteen miles, and although we felt a little
tired after it, so much good did the exercise do us that the journey to Caris-
brook Castle, which we did a few days after, seemed no longer in spite of its
being a further eight miles. Unfortunatelv we could not enter the Castle,
owing to the entrance fee being too high. Carisbrook Castle, in which
Charles I was imprisoned ; where there is a famous well ever so deep, worked
by a donkey's walking in a wheel, and the wheel turning round to bring up a
pail full of beautiful cold water; where there is a famous museum ; and hosts
of other extremely interesting things; is indeed well worth a visit. On the
road to Newport you pass an old house, right on the top of a gorgeous moor
covered with gorse, which can be seen from nearly all over the island.

The time passed only too quickly. Many hours were enjoyably spent in
playing cricket or football. One afternoon we played the Bembridge Cadet
Corps at football, and got beaten after a very tough fight. The cricket matches
were also very successful. Everyone became a much better player in every
branch of the game. We also kept in form by having a cross-country run one
evening of about two miles. There were prizes for all those who came in
within the time limit, which was none too long for the smaller boys although
they had two minutes grace allowed. One afternoon was profitably spent by
having some fine sports splendidly organised by Mr. Hope and one of the
Manchester boys. We had all kinds of races, 7.e., one hundred yards, long
jump and quarter mile for those under and over fourteen, and a mile open race,
besides donkey races, etc. For these we also had small prizes for the first and
second winners.

The scenery of the Isle of Wight is beautiful, especially in April and May,
when all the trees have a delicate shade of green. The hedges, too, are fresh
and delightful to behold, not a bit dusty, there being very few motors in the
island. The ditches which border most of the roads are in spring made
glorious with primroses. The woods on the hillsides carpeted with primroses,
forget-me-nots and violets and with the beautiful leaves above would make a
most glorious picture. Not only is the Isle of Wight rich in wild flowers, but
it has a lot of different kinds of birds, including the pretty yellow-hammer, the
chaffinch and other birds of passage, its being the first place reached by them
on their homeward voyage from sunny south, where they go to seek the warm
weather in our winter,

The six Manchester boys added very great joviality to the party, especially
in the evenings when we had sing-songs. They might almost have been called
the ““concert party” and we the ‘‘audience” which occasionally joined in the
choruses. They taught us not only songs but many other things as well. The
breakfast nearly every morning was supervised by one of the six, and every
morning’s breakfast was perfection and greatly appreciated.

We were all sorry when the holiday came to an end, but were cheered by
the hope that it was the first of many more such delightful camps. Everyone
was most grateful to Mr. Hope for the splendid way in which arrangements
were made and every detail thought out by him beforehand. K.S.B.
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RAMBLING CLUB NOTES.

Summer time, combined with a full holiday on Saturday,
makes it possible for the Rambling Club to offer its members a
more ambitious programme than in previous sessions.

Full-day rambles have been arranged on alternate Saturdays,
and it is hoped that many boys will take advantage of these
excursions and the opportunity they afford of combining healthy
exercise with the fascinating study of nature.

Below is given a list of dates on which rambles are to take
place, and full details can always be found posted on the old school
notice board.

May zoth. Farnborough and Keston.
June 3rd. Joyden’s Woods.
s 17th.  Oxted.
July  1st. Kew Gardens and Richmond.
s»» 15th.  Box Hill and Dorking.
»» 20th. Epping Forest.

The first ramble took place on May zoth, but unfortunately
the weather was so threatening that only 10 boys out of the 16
promised were courageous enough to appear.

However, those who did venture were rewarded by a most
enjoyable tramp through Keston and Downe to Farnborough.

The only disappointed person was the photographer of the
party, who discovered that dull skies and occasional showers did
not make ideal conditions for pictorial work.

The second excursion—to Joyden's Woods—was made under
much more favourable conditions.

The botanists were very successful, many species of wild
flowers being identified and an interesting series of climbing plants
carefully examined.

The butterfly hunters, although fully armed, could not make
many captures, and had to be content with taking prisoner several
brilliantly coloured caterpillars which they hope to rear successfully.

The remaining excursions should prove equally interesting,
and it is hoped that many more boys, in spite of numerous counter-
attractions, will be at least able to take part in one or other of these
rambles.

C.'E. B.
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CADET CORPS CAMP.

Encouraged by the great success of the camp last summer we decided to
risk the weather and hold another camp at Easter. Owing to the difficulty of
obtaining tents and other equipment during the war, the School field was again
chosen as the most suitable place for the camp. There we made use of the
farmhouse and sports pavilions. School finished on Wednesday, April 12th, at
mid-day, and camp began on the following Saturday. During the intervening
period much energy was displayed by parties of volunteer pioneers in sweeping
and scrubbing the billets, The work of Cadet Binns was particularly praise-
worthy, his scrubbing powers proving a revelation to everyone. It was found,
however, that many of the pioneers had little idea of the work—the general
notion being that when tired of scrubbing the only thing necessary was to
empty a pail of water on the floor and depart. But the work was satisfactorily
finished at last, and the campers entering their billets on the Saturday were
almost overpowered by the strong odour of carbolic soap which greeted them.

As usual, there was little sleep during the first night in camp, billet 3 in
particular being troubled with real or imaginary rats—probably the latter. At
any rate, they made enough noise with mallets to keep other people awake.
Everyone was up and about quite early, and the weather seemed very pro-
mising. On this Sunday morning we attended the military church parade at
St. Peter's Church at g.30. After dinner the majority of those in camp marched
to Greenwich to take part in a recruiting rally of the N.V.R. During the
return journey rain began, and from that time until the following Thursday
afternoon the weather was most unfavourable—rain falling practically con-
stantly. No outdoor work was possible, and the cooking was only carried
through with great difficulty. However, the health and spirits of everyone in
camp remained excellent despite all difficulties, mud being not the least of
them.

One of the N.C.O's, writing of the camp, summarised it as follows: ““Instead
of forming fours, we were entertained by those of our number who are
theatrically inclined ; instead of wriggling along on our stomachs in extended
order we paraded to the cinema ; night operations gave place to book-reading
and story-telling in billet ; we were asleep when we should have been having
our early morning physical exercises.

About half of the cadets left camp on the Saturday, and the remainder,
with two officers, decided to stay on till the following Tuesday. The week-
end weather proved much more favourable, and a thoroughly enjoyable time
was spent.

SCHOOL HOUSE NOTES.

On Wednesday, February 16th, was held the tea which we had
postponed in the previous term. Over 60 boys, inciuding several
old members of the House, enjoyed the substantial fare provided
and the entertainment given during the evening. The event was a
special one, it being the first House function held since Mr. Hope,
our new Headmaster, joined the School. Owing to lighting
restrictions, it was impossible to spend the evenings in the School
hall; we therefore repaired to the Headmaster's study where chairs,



256 ROAN MAGAZINE.

forms and floor provided ample seating accommodation. Under
Mr. Amesbury's guidance an interesting ‘‘ variety programme ”
was presented by the boys, including as a ‘‘star turn” the famous
School House ‘* Comb-and-Paper Band.” A few brief speeches and
some rousing cheers brought to a conclusion an enjoyable function.

Another House tea took place on Tuesday, May 3oth, and
proved equally successful. In spite of the terrific thunderstorm and
the deluges of rain to which we had been treated in the early after-
noon our spirits were by no means damped. Again full justice was
done to an excellent tea. This time we were able to use the
School hall, which was filled until about 10 o'clock with music and
laughter. Mr. Amesbury’s assistance was again much appreciated
and his ‘‘ revised version ” of ‘* Excelsior " called forth very hearty
applause. Alternate chorus-singing by some of the Cadet Corps
and Isle of Wight campers, a heart-searching sermon by Percey on
the text, ‘‘ Old Mother Hubbard went to the Cupboard,” and Mr.
Corderey’s reminiscences of his days as a pupil at the School, were
features of the evening. Special praise is due to Binnie and his
assistants for the splendid lemonade they provided, and equally to
Mr. Hope, who suggested its provision. Much enthusiasm was
aroused by a discussion of the attitude of the House to the School
games, and we all determined to make School House, in the words
of Gillam, *‘ the cock House of the School.”

OLD ROAN ASSOCIATION.

President : W. ]J. PoTTER, EsqQ., M.A., Roan School.
Hon. Secretary: MR. S. R. Ducker, Roan School.
Hon Treasurer: Mr. A. HUuNTLEY, 1 Delacourt Road, Blackheath.
Hon. Recreation Secretary:
MRr. S. J. Aoy CroucH, 10 Humber Road, Blackheath.

The summer has in the past been the close time for the
Association’s activities, but we may look upon it as a convenient
halting-place which gives us time to take stock of Association
matters, to see the progress made and where room for improvement
lies.

In our last notes we spoke rather dolefully of the membership,
but since then a very great improvement has taken place, for we
now have a membership of 2z60—a record for the Association and
almost double the number last year. In spite of this large number
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we feel that there are still greater fields for our energies in recruit-
ing and would again urge upon all who have the interests of the
Association at heart to boom it upon any and every occasion.
Many of the original members of the Association have been induced
to rejoin while about one-third of the members are from among
those who have left the School within the last two or three years.

As this will be the last issue of the Magazine before the
General Meeting on September 29th, it may be mentioned that the
Committee is most anxious that as many Old Boys as possible
should turn up on that occasion. We should like to mention that
the General Meeting is always held on the last Friday in September
so that Old Boys may feel that if they turn up at the School on that
evening they will be certain to meet some of their old friends.
The formal business this year will not take long and there will be
ample time for pleasant re-union and a talk over those memories
which a visit to the Old School must inevitably awaken.

The arrangements for a summer picnic will be found in the
Recreation Secretary’s notes.

In conclusion, the Secretary would be glad to receive more
letters from members for inclusion in the Magazine. We are sure
that such letters would be much more interesting to other Old Boys
than the more formal notes.

The first Whist Drive having proved so successful, it was
decided to arrange a second one in aid of the funds of the Cadet
Corps and the Association. This was held at the Borough Hall on
March 17th, when a very pleasant evening was spent, over fifty
tables being occupied. From the monetary point of view the
event was almost as profitable as the first Whist Drive and we are
very pleased to record that after paying all expenses there was an
amount of about 419 available for division between the two
organizations. At a subsequent meeting of the Old Boys' Com-
mittee it was decided, however, in view of the urgent need of the
Cadet Corps for funds, to present them with the proportion of
profit due to the Association, and the whole of the above sum there-
fore has since been handed over to the Quartermaster. We should
like to express our sincere thanks to the Rating and Adoptive Acts
Committee of the Greenwich Borough Council, who allowed us the
use of the hall ata greatly reduced cost, and also to all those ladies
who were responsible for the excellent catering arrangements and
who ministered so ably to our inner needs.

Hitherto the summer season has always been a period of
comparative inactivity, but this year the mind of our President has
conceived an idea which has about it something of charm and
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originality, and it is thought that his suggestion, if favoured and
supported by the Old Boys, will prove an enjoyable event and at
the same time tend to keep members in touch with the Association
during the slack summer months. The proposal 1s that a ramble
and picnic should be arranged for July, to which Old Boys and
their lady friends should be invited. Downe is the place we have
in view, a place well noted for its natural beauty as well as for its
historical and political associations. There Mr. Potter has dis-
covered an ideal spot for tea, far from the beaten track and in the
‘“ wood of ourdreams.” He will undertake the duties of guide and
lead us into this land of promise, but there are also certain
obligations which will fall to the members of the party. Each
Old Boy must be responsible for providing the feast for himself and
friend with the exception of milk and water, which it can be
arranged to provide there. There are no doubt a number of Old
Boys who possess Primus stoves and the necessary accessories for
a picnic. Those who do, are asked to bring them along. If it can
be arranged that the party is broken up into small groups, each
having tea round its own camp fire, it will add a certain zest to the
meal. No fixed programme has at the moment been settled upon,
but we suggest that it might be crowned with song.

Given favourable weather, the outing should be a very pleasant
one. With a view to obtaining some idea of probable support,
will intending ramblers kindly drop a note to Mr. S. R. Ducker at
the School, when full particulars will be sent them ? Saturday,
July 22nd, has been decided upon.

The Old Boys’ Cricket Match versus the School has been fixed
for Saturday, July 15th, to be played on the School ground in the
Eltham Road. Last year, owing to the difficulty of raising a
representative Eleven and the lack of practice, we were badly
beaten by the School. We are in the same position this year, but
while it is possible to get together an Eleven it would be a great
pity were we to drop a fixture so popular and which calls up so
many happy memories of former days. Will those Old Boys who
think that they will be able to turn out please send in their names
to Mr. S. J. A, Crouch, 4 Hyde Vale, Greenwich, S.E., as soon
before the date as possible ?

Lieut. R. ]J. Kave is compiling a list of Old Boys who have
obtained commissions. Any communications on this subject should
be addressed to him as follows :—

Lieut. R. ]J. Kaye,
Cornwall R.G.A.,
Drake’s Island,
Plymouth,
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Lieut. H. A. Dape was wounded on June 27th, in France.
Up to the time of going to press no details have reached us.

Lieut. Cuarpes Henry Tuompson (O.R.), Durham Light
Infantry, was killed in action on June 3rd. Lieutenant Thompson
went to France in the 1st Battalion of the 28th Company of London
Artists’ Rifles, in October, 1914, and received his commission in
August, 1915. He was appointed battalion bomb officer, and acted
also as officer in command of the company a great part of the
time.

Lce.-Corpl. Aran Romert McCrure (O.R.), D. Company,
1/2oth London Regiment, was killed on January 17th, 1916, by a shell
while asleep in his dug-out. He went to France in March, 1915.
Known as dear ‘*Mac” by the devotion and esteem of his
comrades, his remains were conveyed at night by a volunteer party,
at great risk, to the Cemetery at Maroe (Pas de Calais), where he
was freverently interred.

Capt. E. DurLinG, York and Lancaster Regiment (O.R.), was
wounded on April 15th, in the right hand and right thigh, by
machine-gun fire, and returned to England on Easter Sunday.
Captain Durling was in waiting on Her Royal Highness Princess
Louise Duchess of Argyll at the service at St. Paul’s Cathedral in
memory of Lord Kitchener.

Rupert N. WirLiams (O.R.), Canadian Mounted Rifles, is
lying at Lincoln Military Hospital suffering from a gunshot wound
in the arm.

Lieut. Marcorm Barr, R.A.M.C. (O.R.), has died of wounds
received during the operations on the Tigris.

Trooper E. A. Rosinson (O.R.), Lord Strathcona’s Horse, has
received the D.C.M. for conspicuous gallantry and devotion at
Festubert.

Signaller T. A. G. Stvres (O.R.), 8th Buffs, was killed in
action in France on 1g9th April last.

F. J. Barnes (O.R.), who left school in 1806, died on March 4th
as the result of exposure while in training with the 22nd Battalion
Canadian Royal Fusiliers on Salisbury Plain.

We have received letters from the following Old Roans:
E. S. Lang, who is training with the 2oth at Twyford along with
W. B. Brisrey; F. H. WaiTE, who is with the Inns of Court O.T.C.
at Southwold; L. S. MarTHEWS, who sends a cheery message from
Vancouver; |. HeskerT, who is with the roth Fusiliers ‘¢ some-
where in France”; A. G. BLACKWELL, who is in Bermuda, anxious
to join the large number of Old Roans in the Army but prevented
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by a War Office which keeps him at work sending cable messages
round the world.

We greatly regret to announce the death of Mr. J. E. HoLping
(1887), after a long illness. We remember with gratitude the
splendid work he did for us as Treasurer in the second year of our
existence, before he was called away to Birmingham. He was most
enthusiastic in his support of the Association and his kind and
cheery manner and great business capacity made him a popular and
valuable Member of Committee. We offer our deepest sympathy
to Mrs. Holding and to Basil Holding in their grievous loss.

The Tyler Memorial Fund now amounts to the respectable sum
of £70. Of this total, £20 has been subscribed by the present
boys, £ 10 by the Old Boys, and £4o0 by the staff. The amount,
however, is still a good deal short of the sum we hoped to raise,
and there must be many people who knew and admired Sergeant
Tyler desirous of contributing before the fund is closed. It is
hoped that the School will make a special effort next Term to raise
the total to a really imposing sum.

B. A. Gites (O.R.) is a Company Sergt.-Major and Interpreter
in the Soudan in charge of 400 camels and 200 native drivers of the
British Camel Transport Corps.

Capt. C. W. Crout (0.R.), 2oth London, has been mentioned
in despatches.

L. LarkiN (O.R.) has been appointed Chief Administrator of
the new line of steamships recently inaugurated by the Australian
Government.

R. M. Erson (O.R. 'og-"11) was lost in the Hampshire disaster.
T. E. Suaw, Lieut.-Engineer in Transport Service.
E. E. Snaw, Lieut. R.N., on Mine-carrying Service.

H. A. Suaw, formerly captain of the ‘‘ Royal Sovereign,” now
Pilot in Government Service.







